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vixag0yinhauſan, 


AN 
"Lond. Liegtenane "of Wile. i. 
"My £0RD, 


T ARS TI; chordrambly 


Acknowledge, This 
.- » #618 t00 Great. 3 
pines far me, to.have beak 
the Hewar and Aya age of 
| ſhelecring my. Self in. this 
Adventure under Your Lard. 
ſup's Protetziou, yet I hope I 
may. A efwne upon another 
A 3} Fa- 


— mo Dodibarion- 


Fa aVour from. Your Ta 
(lip, this" AddreR© And. 
that is; 3d vl Vohr Lordi 
would: pleaſe” to' 3 
and Accept itz: tis an In. . 
ſtaneeſofithyGratfulAc. 
knowled gment'of many Sig. 
nal” Kindricſlcs Formerly re. 
ceived from ſame. of Your 
Loralhip' l Noble ice) ors. 
© Andtho', My Z2r4, there 
may 'be an Exception made, 
That I should edicate ak 
| Book that relates 'to 'a Fu | 
' tureWorld, to a Perſon” of © 
Honour, in. the Youthful 
Flourish of his Ape, andin 
the very Point of his Aſcen- - 
dency to TemporatGreatneſs, : 1 


Fr 


O'S m4” 


"4 


Fg - 


The Dedication. 


| yet Iam fo far Aﬀfur'd of 
Your Lordship's Ingenuity. 


and Goodneſs, that You will 
ncither refuſe to be adver- 
tisd , nor be aggriev'd to 
thinkHar when You have 
paſsd over the ſeveral Sta- 


gcs of Your Mortality, You 


muſt become an Inhabitant 


in the Future World, whoſe 
_ Real Exiſtence T have cndea.. 


vour'd to aſcertain to the 


*Reafon of a Man, as the 


Truth of it is more cſ| Pe- 


cially fecurd, by the Faith 


of a Criſtian, 


And; My Lord, T doubt 
not, but that this Diſcourſe 


. will be the rather accept- 


A 4 able 


The Dearcation. | 
gable to Your Lord/hip., now | 
You ars ſo Honourably cn: © 
gaged in His Majeſty's Scr.; 
Vice, as that it may poſlibly. - 
44d to the Numbers of His 
Majeſty's Duriful BORas: 
And that, becauſe there arc 
no forts of Men mare ready 
to Degenerate into Republe, 
can Principles and Praftices, 
than thoſe, who when they 
are told of their Duties to 
their Prince, upon Religis 
ous Obligations, cap Mock 
at the Concerns of: another 


World. Ss | 
And now, My Lord, asto _ 
Your Own Perſon ; If Yur 

Lordſhip shall , upon Your 


Perufal 


3% Gp 45 BE oe os ad 6 =_— arr , RE TP SUI.” A SU rs a ER 2 ae © 
£ Ty C.- 4 - Ry ", Ong — p "OS Ea -y Lg a 199 Eg oof be vn ME x5 "wo bo = A vI_N / ns wy . » 5 ro PE 
Te o "- \ DRIES! n h F » 
, by , ” - "5 Fu 
” 6 p . 1-0 
. _ : &.. 
* 4 D 
- : . 
, [2 ; f 


Perufal ofthis Treatiſe, meer 
with any thing which may 
Contribute to Your Lordſhip s 


Happy Intereſt in that Fol 


lowing World ; as fuch a Suc- 


ceſs will amply Recompenſe 
. me for the Pains I have ta- 


ken upon that Famous Sub- 
jef, lo it will anſwer the 


ffettionate Defires and Pray- 


ers Of, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's Obliged 
and moſt Obediegt 
Servant, 
March 28th. | 
1688, 


- WILL. SMYTH. 


'A Prefatory Account 


TO THE 


READER 


6h 


ND he #4 to be "Ne 
tisd, That the cogent Rea- 
- ſon which over - rul'd my 

| Thoughts, to engage at this 
time in a Diſcourſe upon this SubjeF, 
is, becauſe I am convinc'd, that there hath 
not been the ſame Indyſtrious Care tq- 
ken, to (ontroul the Atheiſt's Preten- 
tions, againſt the Belief of A Future ; 

World's Exiſtence, as in many other * ef 

Caſes of leſſer moment and danger , it 

bath been expreſſed. 

m For tho” Men may Anſwer in wes 
or that Omiſſion , becauſe ' a profeſs 
Unbelief of Th State, y i oh Tr, fo 

odiouſly, 


ec 


A Prefatory Account 


diouſly abhorrent, as that few Menhave 
adventured the reproach of making any 
Open Diſcoveries of their Unbelieving 
Sentiments.: -let fuch. as aye guilty of 
that Omiſſim, have not well conſidered, 
what an Incloution there is in Men, 
groſly Irreligious, to liſten to any ſug» 
geitions, Which may (tho covertly} ficens 
tiate their an in their moſt Im- 
pious and Immaral Proflices.; Nor have 
they conſidered, that there bath wot been 
ſuch men wanting, as were ready m their 
looſe and complying Societies, (tho” "Jon - 
tanes but" ſlly and ſport dy) to inſmu- 
ate \ſuch Atbeiſtical nohts mto their 
Aſſociates Heads , (of the prodigious 
Effetts of which we can't be unſenfible 
T [ay, theſe things conſic dered, (of' whic 

T ſhall preſently give a Further. act 
T know not what can be ſaid, i in Teal 
Excuſe for that Omiſſion. - * 

And further, to evince tbe Tub of 
this Charge, (et the numbers of Book 
which relate to the di ferent hn 

\ out 


*r106-4h> Reader:i 


Zealous L-addtvs Whne- ayaniaft avorber ; 


—_ Ye wnMan\exanune' bow few 


tnbifes' I Whieh: have 

| Bin erg Deſbice NO 
Wakes Exifdtence, - #1 ww oa 
hap nr oh ovine ebeiſical- ow! 
wh run mw 7am confudent, 

mo that'\O) 

fi wwe on fe her 
me Le oy Pete Attention 
haps nere more 


Siefinth make 3t appear; 1 
03 nov; "Fe" you while 'hay 
_ "__ bul by me,\ but Shave 
prodifening'd 
ft; en, betumgie 7 yeryeiy d rhe! tate 
CintWvir fiec'huwe-fo fivalionied' up che 
Minds, and dovontd ho time "of Roads 
Mn, thanlirke Books wpow uny weher 
| Sibjelis covihel obrim no! amremtive Rev 
200" at" all;-No# wonldrhoſs _— 
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0 thoſe preſent Contraverſess 1, 15S 
a But now .;Aat-this\juniFure of thuts | 


HY thoſe Toſſmgs of Di/pmuee.z ol 
with being continually SpefFators of ſagh 
endleſs Oppoſitions ; and even, nauſeated 
with thoſe numerous Pampblets; ſent.,@ 

broad 'almoſt every Week, with the beaps 
of Which RN their coery,;Honſes are \ane 
cumbred_, ds: well as. the, Heads 11, 


fay, T imagined, for thoſe Reaſons, b- 


ſuch men. would now. be:.4n«.4 diſpoſe 
tn , if it: were - but. £0 aleviate ther 


attend to, ſome other Diſcourſes which 
might abett 0 Party\ on 1citber hand, 
And- the, preſent Sukjeb., I:.am dure, 
may challenge an Exemption fram any 


PP OE RI——_— a— dt _ 


F 3.6 I; AY Def 0 Sues 
' the Pirie : 


(next wiithe 
of GOD) apomiwhich 


»  bowf0ever Variated' "by 
Pe wn, fx Sg 


Bf | Fre are of the" preſent 
_ Controverſaal "Differences: 2 tel on 
| Habs, "ofa ment" manner 


| ne, M1 time," give 's ſl wer 


| fs for" the Uſb of" fuch"*Dj 


as this :\ B eclall if there ſhould 


= Bo hare the "Inteſfine 
| adit Wat of the Pen, "as "from 
| Hoes "the Sword"; according to' my 
| bave ore ater Work rs 

-- F Bear Ctipon the ovry: notice of 'my des 


fig) hat there" are" ming Exception 


intended 


A Prefarcmy-Account *—©&£ - 
intended, _— Le | ute oe Ner | 


- 3 p a c 
Dare. 0 d4 , 
4% PL 
be Frog _ 
ON ver TOI! 


ob Some | (46 d, hear 2, a fre» 

par'd 9 ſa, that this duthor, nut? meds 
himſelf feproſes 4nd would. "oe cal | 
80: think, that therg,he many Pecy vt 
this: tizue;. who, ag bg 


Defedtive: in. their 


damental Article; v5 bs: 


have. taken, upon n onlf gnan | 


Ars particular Sulyerk 
wgſs ;* 90x hayenby he nl 

Fog «ach ever)\ and 
Erin, a if 6 Ppdieh Sc exickſied 


aleics; at Tis, Kilhow, 19, hah thn 
qeabinis.. 3}, ages WY ; \BY "0 


this Exc " a, 
Hem needs, Confe fo I ys rely 
Ye oY 
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Numbers 4 in" the Nation "(vi 
principally\by.. the Former” oe mb _ 


Rebellimy thait men are "ordinarily Jawife 


of, Who do at'"'this tim? ('tho' for fear 
or ſubtilty- they -don't alwatty "diſcover 
theix Thoughts) either wholly _ the 
Being of any Future at#all," fe 
that do admit the Belief of i it, bart, 

midiaca fide) with' a "ſceptical - and 
doubtful Faith ,* and wider ſome” difor* 
der'd Apprebenſuns ; . ſuch as Way Li” 


cenſe them in their Fi eligious Ways of 


Living , Without any controul from” a 


' Senſe of what's to come in Futare. 


And if thoſe mens Praftices "may be als 
lowed for a 'Demonitration of ſuch  de- 


fefts i in their Faith , what © Arguments 


of that kind can. be- ſuppos d to be wan® 
ting m their, Aftions, to NEO ſuch an 


 Evadence? 


For tho' it's. true "® ſome are\ apt. to” 
alledge) that- a bare fupme "inconft idefa# 


tion in ſome Men, and ſome Prejudices- 


(a) and 


FA” Y dg bad 
= E 


= A fPrefatory Account . 


” * 0 _ _ 2s » - WW x vead v Tarkan >y Wy *; F wa, _ 1 LEY oF bp FRY F435 4 { 
cochilets, 36 Lan AN AS rt Erb tt dirt, 1G + 9 4.5 a8 LG Ae Pare: 
hog - FS? hats, - en dah Y r YT g; OP. 6 At Nh. - TROF WP. a 4,708 nd . ” ; NOOR" Ker, , N WIN CM, 
. k — IIS AOL wh . > ? » -Þ -- 7 NES "gt REID 
” 6 3 7+ A ” GR 
, ; 4 7: . 
4 S* A 
- * 


anc hel ia Me TIE ><: ret 
o. _ 8 > 3 _ : , -. os 


aud. odd Notions of Religion in others ; 


and perbaps ſame Uubappy 'Educations 


and diſadvantageaus Exemplifications in, 
many more, may ſo far prevail, ys that 


| many men may ' be tempted to a Carte : 


leſneſs of Canverſation-;' that" is, pe 
haps ta be engaged in ſome" faſhionable 
Fices, and  comman.: Follies's or to' be 
regardleſs of fame Religious Offices : But 
when we ſhall ſee men. ſo profeſſedy 
Wicked, as to. make -no-Conſcience at'a 
of the grefſeſt Immoralittes-; and ſopro- 
phane ,, as to make. a+ Mock' of all the 
ſalutary Expedients which" a* Grations 
G 0 D bath provided in Hi Church for 
tbeir Eternal Good and Happineſs ; What 
can induce a Man'to think" otherwiſe; 
but that ſuch mens minds muſt 'be ' dev 
bauch'd , either with - a'\Latent Mnbee 
lief of Another World 3. 9 with ſuch 
an imperfef# Senſe of it , as" by whith 
their Thoughts might not + be \ affe ed 
with any Judgment or Punifhment to 
come, for whatſoever they do? — 
| . And 


2n11toothe Readet ” 
1" tid" tobj-anay\ 1-nv6. think my Cav 
jelhure 06: Bt \neaſonably. enough: deduced, + 
when-("sf ts Targums: fence of the cafe 


may be accepted ) ſuch .-an Obſervation 


nay \ be\<oenified from the Beginning of 


the H6rkdy"inthe Famous Caſe of Cain 


ad Abel 2\Fere lay the' ground of their 


 ewaſtly-difſerent States and;Events. The 


one believed a Futlre'Stave, and made 


uſe: of bis\Faith to priform' an” acceptae 


ble Sacyifice to GO Din. order. to:.4 
Futte' Reward :' The otber Brother: des 
ned. the \ Bebun of: /ach\ a: Rate. - For 
whereas 'its'\/ard; (Gen.'g. 8.) | That 


Cain talk'd- wih bis: Brother Abel; | 


(as the" Favgum exponnds it ) the Na/« 


| _ Was \abondi.a Future Wotld-;z 


and (zi told 4bel,. thac there. was Reon 
neier Judgment nor: Judge, Re- s dixi 

: "W<Y PR L- bo . , Eei,narT 
ward* "nor. World. to come, CG. c& judici- 
But" Abb told him, that all choſe... 
were to be believed as true. pon fecuum 
Koſpondit Abel, eftjudiciumi&judex; &c. Et propter_barum re- 
rum caufam, contendebant ſuper facies agri, & ſurrexit Cain con- 
tra fratrem ſtrum, & fixit apidem in-fronte ejus, &jnterfecit um. 
12D T#rg. Fonathan. B. Uriell. Bibl, Polyg« 


(2) 2 - this 


- 


A Prefatory account ' 
this Difference. Abel ſuffer d Martyrdom 
in defence of his\Faith.; and Cain, by.bis 
Unbelief, became 'a Murtberer, aud: Far 
mouſly miſerable... 1 

Now. as no man canthinkut impoſſible, 
but .that there may. be fome: men, .mthis 
Age, who may be' as irreligious and mali- 
cious, as revengeful and prophane as;Cain | 
was'; then why: may if-mt, Without breach 
of Charity, be profen'd: that ther may be | * 

ſ ſuch alſo amongit us, as have enter- | © 

E. * tain'd in their minds the ſame Atheiftick | £4 

8 Principles which Cain indulg'd *': Aid | * 

tho"this my Conjeture may. ſeent to ſome 

| Men ſurprizng. and too ſevere , Yet 1 

\ can't imagine how: any obſerving man Can 

behold the little:conſcience that is made but 
of that one Horrid and crying: ſui of Per- 
jury only, by which the Power and. Juſtice 
of God are ſo often dar'd to his Face'; and 
the import of the Sacred Bible, uptn Which 
they ſwear, ns often: ſcorn'd, and. (as. . 
were) defied, but he muſt incline bis mind 
to my unhappy Conefture. 

| hats But 
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$6317 to-the Reader. 
«,.; Bit if: ſome men, . (out. of civility to 
Mankind, the [Nation and their Neigh- 
bours). ſhould refuſe to admit ſuch a mari 
ner of anſowtr, to this Exception and be re- 
faly'd to. think, that there be no men ſo 


| defeftive jn their Faith of another World, 


how,irreligious ſoever they may be intheir 


_ Lives; yet 1 can aſſure my ſelf, that this 


my. Diſcomſe may be uſeful, not only to 
them, but even to the moſt Religious ſort 
of Believers 3, Who may be highly pleaſed 
and gratified, when they . ſhall underſtand 
that that Fundamental upon which they had 


 adventur 'd all their hopes of being m Fuz 


ture Bleſſed, ſhould not ſtand upon the on- 


ly point of Believing, for which they might 


ſuffer, from ſome Atheiſtick Perſons, the 
reproach of an eaſte Credulity, ( a Credat 
Judzus. Apella )-- but.. that they can 


now be able todefend themſelves m that 


point, againſt ſuch Atheiſts, even upon the 
Evidence of their own Principles. 

.. '24 The:next Exception is entertain d 
by them, who will ſay, that my way of 
(43) Ars 


Luke 16. - 
292 . 
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Cuing for another Worki's\Bxiftence 

by Rational'Demonſtritian'''45 whole 
1y to the diſparigement 'of the-Bvangelick 
Revelation; ' and that it "6alls'% quoſhion | 
its ſufficiency t6'do its on Work) 'ns ba- 
ving brought Intmortdlity tolWht, andgi- 
even the moſt convincing Evidence for "the | 


Belief of another World.” hd that there- | 


fore there is now no more need to fly #0 

Philoſophical Argyumentation, than there || 
1s to the Miracle of one riſing from the 
Dead for further Convition. Foy fuy 
my Exceptioners, they have Moſes anil 
the Prophets, to whom the Wnbelievers 
being ſent , the Officers #f\ Religion ure 
diſcharg'd of any further Care for futh 
mens recovery from their Tafidelity. But 
then alſo they will be ready 'to objeft 
and ſay, that ſuch a Procedure, by Ru- 
tonal Demonſtration, ' will turn all "Reli- | 
gion into Scetieion and bring Chriftianity | 


buck againto Philoſophy. ' 


Firſt, ' I my anſwer t6 this-moſt ma- 
terial Exception, { ſhall toifiler of what 
ky GRE RES. 2 


to-the Reader. 
 \mportance that alledg'd Text of Scris 
ptrere' is, th make" yood 'thut Charge as 
viſt we in this Caſe:* And then 1 
yay, that\ that Text is only. to be un» 
derftord'," that ' the Divine Revelation 
may be ſufficient for the-Belief of ano- 
ther World's Exiſtence, without any 
new inſtanees of Atteſtation ; ſuch" in 
one, us * ne riſe from the Dead, to 
confirm the Credibility of that, which 
was ſufficiently teſtified before. But it 
doth not thente follow, tho” there ſhould 
be no more netd of Teſtimonial Proof, 
That men fhyuld be denied - ( when the 
vecaſton Par requires it) the Bee 
nefic and Wſe of Rational Demonſtras 
- ion, to evince the Thath of A Future 
World's Exiſtence. Which when 
iw's dune, it will be ſo far from being 
L a Diſparayement to the adniitting the 
= Tiuth of it by Divine Atteſtation, That 
48 w1ll add mach to the Credit of the 
Teſtimonial Authority, Which exacted 
the Obedienct of ſuch a Faith.” 
(a) 4 Hnd 


. hed 


% 


A Prefitory Account | 


Got 


Retivion',-:farely it was mit his defion, 


| 1 | ries,” "pl Jubfayvient one to another. 
'Secpndly, 'T anſwer, That it was a 
mieebedibhieh 'the- Church frequently un- 
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driqu S9WnF both -thofe: Advantages from 
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-to be attended to ; and: 


vf-the Gentile World; - 


0 JoAbed/ me-Jueb: a-Copy of What T have * 
, IV inpypst attempted,” (tho" they manag d_ it 
by meaſu es agreeable to their then Oh- 


a3n ponents) 


- tad vheryfare, ſince it 'bath pleaſed || 
89 bryto allow. Men the 4d van» || 
F- Of bath pays to evince the Truth || ci 


this\" Fundamental Principle of all 


thit"rhey ſhould diſparage or amaze one 
aRrheyr, but: that they ſhould: be Auxiha-- | 


, davuke#irmyince the Heathen World; 
efpenally-ivhen-- Miracles became anfre-* 
"Therefore | Clemens Alexan-- 


Gods. Fiſt, that of Res: 
We gs = W451 :velarion, as prmcipally is 


then alſo of Philoſophical: 


tion "to be made. uſe '0 i | 
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FIRST ARGUMENT. 


THE Firſt Avumeie deſign 
$ to demonſtrate the neceſſary 
Exiſtence of a Future State, 

AR # founded-npen an an obviouſly 

£4 achunledy* 4 Obſervation, That there 's 
fl wt Hniverſal Juſtice, Judgment and. Fo 
fl quity: done! to, Mankind in this preſent 
BL Horld, according” to: the different Qua- 
lifcations: of therr Lives and\ Ations. 
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Y aid defeated; and that Evil Men, and 
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Þ 45 commonly. proſper and ſucceed. 
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was always -in Hs Porer to: have pre« 
vented them when be pleas d. * Ng 
; Now if nothing elſe cah ſolve «ha: 
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b 'but * only the belief ' and acknowledgment. w 
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partial and compleat Adminiſtrations of a 
Juftice, Judgment, and Equity, ſhould 
be reſpited and adjourn'd :- That is, oil 4 
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ftration, can fo ſufficiently acquit GOD's | 0 
gracious care. of, and love to Mankind, ac-} .! 
cording to the Nature he gave them: Then x 
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them, 1 Fd vx the 4d} Gap 
of.'i it, into Three. Chapters.or. Heads, of , 
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felled it ; becauſe thence i it appears, thit , 
'the reaſon of the thing was "fo. prevai- . 


lingly convincing , that it controuled 


their minds Gas it were, whether 


would or no) ſometimes into a. ſerions b 


= 


doubt, at - other times into a ſeemi ws | 


conceſſion though -they were fain 


retra@ it ,/ as oft as the intereſt of their C 
cauſe, and their oppoſitiof to Chriſtianis 


ty exacted it from them. 


And now having difpatch'd the Phils- : 
lophers:, or theſe ſome famcus- ones in- * 
ſtead of them/all , 1 could have added .; 
mayy and great Authorities to our Pur- | 
poſe, from the- Heathen ' Hiſtorians , 


| though of *a more ancient: Date, ſuch as 


one trom the famous Death-bed Speech 


of Cyrus, to his Soris, i in Xemophon ; And. 


of Yeturia's Oritian to heriSon Martins, 
' to be Merciful to the'City-of the Pol, | 


Recorded © by Dionyfrus Halicarneſſeus; 
But-T omit the uſe that may be made 
of thern, as unneceſſary. 

And 'then as to' the Heathen Poets; 
( by whoſe Works the "Ancient - Philo- 
ſophy , natural Theology , and indeed 
moſt*kinds of Learning were ſo conſt 
derably preſerv'd ) it's obvious enough, 
how poſitively they declar'd their 


thoughts of a future World's ' Exiſtence; _ 


and what LOA Ra they had of: the , 


Re- 


1 


24 BR YT. as i 


CC aGumw wet ASS A DnacqN 


b Fl DO” regs. "CY" FR KELIS ao FB "4 ” ares Cen dies 
6 9 _ - WE DOE KN f f un 
; > Rs C0. SR EEO Ges $144. tb vs no el 


bs. 4 y ; . 
» 


demonſtrates by Ratimal Evidence. . 4v 
Rewards 'and  Puniſhments . of another - _- 
{- F Life, upon #he' account of the unequal 
d . Diſtributions in'this World, to the Good 
y. and Evil. And: for that purpoſe they 
s © deſcribed the Rewards of the Vertuous, 
T 

, 

r 


by an Elizium ';” That-is, by certain 
, pleaſant Fields,.-fitted for all -advantages 
of 'Pleafure *and Happineſs. And thus 
| they did, as'to the Puniſhment' of the . 
BS Wicked, by a great many inſtances of 
- W dreadful Repreſentations ; -As by ſuch 
- BW frightful Officers , grim Judges, 4nd by 
B- ſome particular' Examples of ſeveral fe- 
vere puniſhments , ſuch as of 7artalus, 
 Txiov, Sifiphus, and” Titius, * And this 
ingenious waycof repreſenting the ſtate 
of the Dead, was 1o- ancient; that ,Dzo- 
" dorus Siculus affirms, That Orpheus res Lid, 2. 
_ ceived it fron the old Egyprians. Bur Do 
the: general*Run of the Poets is fo well 
known to'abete our deſign; that-it were 
an/inexcuſable redundancy , to offer ar 
- a citation of their innumerable” Expreſs 
fions'to our purpoſes.  ®, * -* A 
And" thus having made uſe of theſe + 
= few inſtances 'of the Heathen World's <5 
; Opinions, concerning a future Life upon 
SK the account of 'this Argument: ; Jet no 
man "think that-F deſign to approve or 
anſwer for- all-*the imperfet Notions, 
or-doubtful Repreſentations, which _— 
TYET gf | O 
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4 Future World's Exiſtence 


of thoſe Philoſophers (ſuch as Plato. 
and his Followers eſpecially) that aſſer- 


ted the Being of a-Future ſtate, had of 


the manner of the Soul's Exiſtence in 
it : Much leſs do I intend. to account: 


for the Luſory and extravagant. Fancies 


concerning the moadell'd - circumſtances 
of that State ; But ſo long as it appears, 


That _ upon ſome natural convincing 
Reaſons, and eſpecially upon the Prax 


ſpe&t of the promiſci us. uſage of the. 
Good «and Evil in this -World, nothing. 
could fo ſolve. the difficulties of ſuch 
Obſeryatians , but that they were ne- : 


ceflitated to admit the acknowage 
ment of a Future World, I have, as. far 


= -& 


as I deſign'd in this caſe, ' attain'd my 


Bad, : 4. 


And, now, if any Sceptical Theift 
ſhould go about to perplex this way.gof I 
Arguing, and thall alledge , That the IN 

and unaccauntable Apprehens 
tions, which thoſe Learned Heatheng 
had of the manner, place, and other | 
circumſtances of Mens Exiſtence in that i= 
State, and how the Rewards and Pus | 
niſhments are there to be executed to the 
Good and Evil » And then to ſtrengrhen 
. their Exception, ; ſhould objec -to us, 
That the Chriſtians themſelves , : wha | 
pretend the greateſt aſſurance of the | 

| uture 


confus' 
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demonſtrated hy Ration Evidece; 


oo | Future World's Exiſtence, have expreſsd 
- BE almoſt as imperfect an underſtanding - 
of F| of thoſe mentiqn'd Cafes} and Circum- wo 
in Þ flances of that Future World ; and ſome- "| 
ne FF. times have diſcours'd as wildly of the 


hay of. the. Dead, 1as. others hadidone; 
: thea,; thaty theip Great; Apoſtle 
. Payj ſhould 'athienv,, That tho know- 

of thoſe future: Events ,' was but ,, ts _— 
a5;bY a Figdle,. At themeaning of which 7,9. - 
þ ogy og Nlget 3 $0: gyels ; or, like- one — ; 

ough-the- amperfedt! wedinm 13-12 

of a. fr i IG by..theteri Alle» 
[7g] _ A: JIN. * &/encow 


gy er to rg m——_ ſhall 
be; mmanagd.;in theopext Seftinn by'.its 
fl io; which I;{hall after Reaſons, why 
OY 0h > pear, that there ſhould: be 
feet; knowlgdge, : noincbs 

| yon. of 8-manner,” place; and 
= > Ong ms er of: the _ of the 
Dead-in,; anogher World, And this ] da 


men 


t NY the rathicr take care to explain, hecauſts 4 
+ it's probable, that-even a Believer may 7 
ſometimes - Kumble: at the porn pe _—_— 

that, Splytian, 191 
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A Future World's Exiſtence \- | 


ge I I F % 
'» l. . 
TN this Sedation, F ſhall thetelors drill 
; 4 your to repreſent, That mens imper- 
E” - fect: knowledge of the ſtate of theDezd, 
; 1 that is, of the place, 'manner,- atid other. 
the: preciſe, circumſtances of that State 
and eſpecially of the way and method'of Wt 
God's-diſpoſure of -Mankind to*their re: WY {| 
ſpefiveRewards and*Puniſhmeits in the UT t 
other World, are''no freaſohable *Argin- 
ments-to ſuſpet the reality of them, and 
much els of the State if felt; i in which th E 
are'to-'be Adtniniftred;'! ©? *-/ FN 
And this'T thall'doby way oF un a | 
{wer to a Cavillersexeeption; and it ſhalf 
be this laid. 'Saith he, 1'have no mind to - 
be impos'd/ upon'”by” # pretence of —_y 
Encouragements,' 'as-are fo Fo obeſe ; 
and generally,  and- therefore, obſeuvely 
propos'd; 'nor be oblig'dto a Religio! © | 
anend, 'of the particular-manner of whoſe 
enjoyment, I can 'have' no-explicit under- 
ſtanding,. and of which no man can give 
any ſufficient demonſtration to my* mind 
and reaſon. I can't thus anſwer the ex- 
probation of my friends, nor ſolve my 
diſcretion to my ſelf, for "Ry fuck 
[1 
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| 3 $668 and ſelfEdenying Life, ,, That is; 
. that 


when I come to die,, I can't 'convin- 
Y tell my ſelf, - or them, whither I. 
o, or what ſhall then, become” of 


; me; i that if I can receive no better :ac- 
'count of thoſe Future Events, I am. like 
to live as pleaſes my ſelfat preſent, and to 
|adhere-to thoſe thoughts, thar have in- 
'gag'd m ho I'Y of any Real Exiſtence 
f of another 


orld at all. 
gn, Anſwer to this exception thus laid, 
gh ſome men,whoſe minds are firmly 
in the. Faith of what is neceſſary 
” = believ concering another World, 
would chuſe to leaveſuch perſons in their 
incredulity, as if there were nothing in 
Rational Evidence to ,controul their un- 
be ic, ./yet; 1 hope I. have ſomething to 
er. in this hard caſe, that may realona- 


| bly perlwade, if not abſolutely convince 


them, out of the Errour of their own ſu- 


| ſpicion. And I ſhall-attempt if upon the 
| account of theſe two Reaſons. The Firſt 


ſhall be with reſpe& to the preſent State 


"of humane underſtandings. . The'ſecond 


ypon a. moral reaſonableneſs of Gods per- 
mitting, that the manner and circumſtan- 
-ces of that Future State, ſhould be.ſo dark- 
tho repreſented , and imperfeQly, under- 


"The Firſt Reaſon that. I ſhall offer, is, 
becaule 
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pable of admitting # dite | 
or repreſentation of obje&ts , that are'by 
their ſablimity of « Uifferent Kitd ati 


Nature. And the Reaſotrisy beeauls thoſe 
Facultics, at preſent, are ty'd down to {6 


many reſtraints, and limitations. As Firſt 
by rheir' natural ' dependance yport the 
outward Senſes, which muſt firſt intromie 
thoſe and all other Notices, before: the 


Mind can manage tts''Conceptions'- of 


- things. And then Secondly; becauſe the 

groffeſs of thoſe ' CorporaF” Organs, by: 
which men naturally A& their inrelle&y- 
al Powers, doth render the mind to6 dull 


and unfit, to entertain ſuch yhaccommo. . 
dable, and" difproportiorf'd Objes,'-and 
notices of things, eſpecially that are ut - 


fich diftances of Place{ 'and Time. 


And therefore it's poſſible our Caſe, WY | 
to the preſent underſtanding of that State, 
and of the nature of thoſe Divine ang af- - 


ter-Diſpenfations in | attotter World; -if 


they wete' never fo well diſcours'd't6-us-: 
by the” beſt Reaſon, and the moſt'-ads 
vantapeous Revelation , may be like'to - 
the mans that'is' bortiBlind 1n reſpe& of © 
Light, who-cariinever be made ro .franie * 
we. conception of itin his mind, by 
all the 


definitions and” delcriptions, that- 
FE | | HE 
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; | can be made of it to him.. For if he be > "2 
7, told, that it comes from a body, that is "2 


" # feemingly not above a foot and half.Di- 
- ameter, and yet notwithſtanding, that 
jt gives Luſter, Heat, and Life to all the 
'vifible Workd ; or ſuppoſe that a man 
ſhould make uſe, of any other glorious ap- 
pellations of its Nature and Qualities, they | 3 
would but anmſe and confound the blind "2 
'-mans mind, and perhaps he would think, Mi 
'that the perſon-came on purpoſe to abuſe 
' him. But then ſuppoſe that blind mansEyes 
\ tobe opened at ay inſtant, he can then be 
preſently fatisfyed with a right concepti- 
on of it. Now it's as unreaſonable todoubt ,, 
of a Future State, becauſe we can' have 
norhing in our prefent Conceptions, that 
anſwers to it, as it's impertinent for a 
\blind man to disbelieve the Exiſtence of 
Light, becauſe he can never beable by all 
* the diſcourſes that'are made of it to him, 
to frame a right Notion of it in his mind. 
And further, if this objeQion were rea- 
ſonable, and ſhould ſucceed, our Sceptick, 
might as well on that ground, take con- 
fiderice to queſtion the very Exiſtence 
of God himſelf becauſe he doth not 
offer his Nature to. the Knowledge of 
Is Creatures by any direct tender. of 
| it to- the apprehenſion of their Senſes, 
JF when by the common reaſon of mankind 
| | (upon 
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upon the acknowledgment: of His: Infi- 
(upo Being, which none that conſiders the 
Exiſtence of the World, can. poſſibly re- 
fiſt) he muſt always. be believ'd to; be 
as near us as the ObjeQs which we ſce. or 
touch. A notion of His abſolute Perſe 
ons can admit no leſs. -. 

But theſe men ſhould be diſcours'd a 

little further on that account, and asked; 
whether they do not believe, that there 
be innumerable thmgs in Real Being 
which they can't dire ly and ſenſiþle #£ 
cern and apprehend, becauſe perhaps they 
are too fine, or too abſtrule, or in other 
reſpects diſproportion'd to, their preſent. 
Senſes, and for that reaſon the natures of 
ſuch Beirigs, could never come into any .in- 
telligible cognifanice? or do they not think, 
that there be thouſands of other Beings, 


that are in ken of ſenſible perception, and 
have come under Philoſophical diſquiſiti- - 


on, and yet the moſt diligent enquirers 
into their Exiſtencies, -have been ſenſible 
how much they havefaln ſhort of the per- 
fect knowledge” of the Natures of. molt* 
of them? *-and are there not as. ntany ” 
extraordinary Phanomgges., or manifelt 
appearances in nature, "that are not _unz. 
der 'obſerv'd caufations, and yet arg bes. 


lieved to be true, though how they, are, . 
or ſhould befoeffeced, they cannot, . wh - 
F. | 4 E 
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demonſtrated by Rationdl Evidence. 49 3 
all' their” skill and induſtty;, - find out?” ; 
Of this nature account, eſpecially Witch-" 
crafts, 'arid Apptritions;; - of whofe Exi-' 
ſtences: we- may be perfeQly ſatisfied, by” 


2s plain and/notorious matters of fact and 
teſtimonies as by which atiy thing in the 
world was eyer made any -ways ſuffici- 
ently credible.” And now if becauſe ſome 
inſtances of that kind have been ated by 
knavery, and more of them ſuggeſted by 
fear, whereby ithe' real fats have been 
WM ſometimes pur out of credit-and: counte- 

- MW nance; If I ſay; for thoſe reaſons my ſcep- 
tick may take occaſion to deride -my ta- 
:king notice of fuch things inthis place, I 

- ſhall admit his Scoff with {6 ntuch the leſs 
difatisfation, as that with me, he muſt re- 
fle upon the-univerſal Wiſdom' of Man- 
kind. -'| And I challenge him to'ſhew me 
any; learned'Apge or Nation in'the world, 
to:whoſe general'Opinion I may not rea- 

| Jonably: appeal-in'this Caſe; only always | 
excepted, . that in every Age there might 

\ be here and there;, perhaps one or two 

' (ſuch an one as Djagoras was among the 
Athenians) Who'might in a dogmatizing, 

. humour be fingtilarly promoting their - 

_ private Opinions/againſt the binding Aus 

| thority of Common Judgment. | 

\ -, Now: as to. the-tnatter in hand; if the 
wequal:diſtributionis of Juſtice and Judg- 
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_ 4. Future, World's Exiſtence _ 


ment, of Rewards.and Puniſhments to the | 
Good and:Evil m-this-Life wil inforce the) 


teaſon of men to aſſent to the belief inge» 


neral, that there muſt needs be angther! 


World to follow, wherein Juſt and: Ho+: 
ly God. will allow: all his-Creatures (thar 


are capable of it) Impartial Right & Judg-- 
ment; why, ſhould any! man quit his fairh 
of that State, though his ſenſts at preſent. 


cannot give, or. his underſtanding admit; 


any dire& information. of the Manner, 


Meaſures;Place,and.the ether;Cireumſtan- 
ces of its Exiſtence,becaulſcithey cannotzor 


becauſe for good reaſons: they ought not?" 
 Andif ſome. men,to cure this Scruple;have i 
been. too buly and poſitivein their:deferi- 


ptions of. the. State ,of the Dead, I think 
ſuch. adventurous ConjeCtures have not 


at all added, to; the evidence forthe cre-! 
dibility, of a, Future World; but, on' the” 


contrary, they have. contributed a-gre 


advantage to, them, thathavea defignto 


call in queſtion,. and. to-deride' the whole 
Faith ot. that State.- Such: kind: of addi> 
tions to an Article, being\like tothe Mix. 


tures of the Author's Wat:and Invention: 
in a Serious Hiſtory,, which may: reaſe- 
nably bring in. queſtion-the- credit of al: 
irs relations.;, or like; the: commendations: 


of a vertuous Perſon to excels, whi ri Fe: 
make a ſuſpicion of -Flattery inthe whole 
| Encomwm 
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demwniftrazed by Rational Bvldence. v3 

| BG? ws like's ng bm 2 | 

be 6 impo$&diupen by a drefs, that't 

” | knowledge and bilief of it may be loft in. 

XI the diſguiſe '” This the Firſt Aiſwer. ** 

">My Second Anſwer to' ogr Captions 

a Y gcepticks exceptionzis, That as it's certain 

BB thar'we have not faculties in this mortzl 

tt State; that 4re figurd and fitted for s di- 

 re& and ſenfible perception of ſach diftant 

i Y and unaccommodated Objets; ' fo the 

T,' total Reaforr why G O D- Almighty 
might be: pleaſed, that there ſKould be 
fach a concealment of them, may be' be- - 

_ Eaſe, that if that Rate, and: all that is 

_ enjoyable 1n it, were in all points and 
circatnftarices' made | cognizable to us 

i ſuch # manner as ſfenfible reprefen= . 
tations can make any thing to be, tho? _ 
ſich # kind of Knowledge of them, 3 
tight poſfibly ſtuty ſorne Mens curt- : 
oſities, yet it; Would be a very confide- 
rabſ& hinderance to mens' living vertt- 
ous and religious Eives' with reference 
to/ their future Intereſt. ' And the” rex- 
ſdtris, beczufe rhey being plac'd here to 

_ a&, asin 4 ftate of trial and probation, for 
that future Reward and Happineſs, up- 
on. condition of living ſuch kinds of 
Lives; if 'ſtich a ſenfible notice, and ex- 
at conception. of the meaflires, and 
taziitiee” dEall the PO WM ' 
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of that Future 'Happineſs,: were allowed 


would, probably . over -:balance-' their | { 


> - 


Souls equally. poized,: Liberty . (-which | m 


can only conlift, with the notion. of -their I] it! 
being probationers ), too -much: on. the || * 
one hand.or. fide. | That, js, it. would-inr &þ 4 
cline.it too. much towards a neceſſity, of © 
ating its, vertuous Purpoſes; . To-which If - 
necellity,, every. approach ,.of the Mind } © 
( whenceſoever,it proceeds)-would: take I -© 
away ſo. much. of the reafan; of all Good ft 


A&tions. being. accountably .rewardable. || :tl 


But cf this. more, in .my Third Argu- I} -* 


.ment. | 's 


And now. if it ſhould, be faid againſt | # 
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deminſt rated. by Rational: Evidence. 57 . 
\(as reaſonably it ought ) that the intel- | 

leual part .of man;( by, which he ef 
ſentially is, * and as himſelf) will be 
moſt principally concern'd in the frui- 
mien of that Future Bliſs; when the 
Judgment? andthe Will ſhall be freel 

:determin'd(thatis;determine them ſelves) 
;cothe Embraces of that (mighty *Happi- 
- neſs. And therefore;tho'rhe Bleſſed ſhall tor 
ever unconſttainedly chooſe to ſerve God, 


-and\to.doiall :the, Good they: can in that 


ſtate(&ithere may-be occaſions for it more 


»than we can-conceive ) yer I think that 
thoſe their -vertuous Actions ' thall not 


then 'be made: ſo: Rewardable,' as when 
they:were acted in a Nate of Probation, 
upon: an: equal ppize of. chaſing - Good: 
-or Evil at their. own EleCtion ;; but will 
berather « part-of their Joy, Bliſs, and 
-Frivition: This the. Second Anfwer. 
And now having thus-ſolv'd this grand 
:Qbjeftion, hope there is nothing more 
£0: be alledgedto pur any further: top im 
our way, but that we may fairly proceed 
to: ſhew; how tar. the reſpiting and ad- 


C 


- Journing' of univerſal Juſtice to: a future | 
_ «World, will:- adminiſter -new Reafons 


foria\ſtronger::demonſtration: of a future 
Kates Exiſterice /'0n';that Account. Bur 
#hat's, the bufinefs of the' nexr Chapters 
adventure; - Therefore, Tt "» 
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Poet forte Tel N 6 9.5 T as 
/ CH A P, | YO RE: in 
F N this Chapter, :.that the 'Argument 

- | may . be ' found to' be of ſufficiebt 
validity to attain its: End; :I-ſhall 

endeavour: to demonſtrate ,' 

GO D's reſpiting and adjournit 
Completion of his judicial admunittra! 

| ons toa future World,is fo naturally..rea+ 
- Jonable, that nothing-elſe:carifolye rhe Þ 
apprehenſions we may- have of /G OD di 

Ju 


- That 
TA 


Deſign, to preſerve the: preſent univerſe 
i0 that natural order in: which by Crea- 
tion it was at firſt fitted-t6) firbfiſt:/Net- 
ther can any other expedieng ſecure 'g'be-! 
ef, that GOD intended. ia:regard+to the. 
Good and Happineſs of Mankind, +whe- 
"4 as ſocally, : or individually;:confide- 

'red. 73 ot FEELS 47455 Þ os 
. *Butchere be feveral, things, which. 
maſt: be diſtintly and-capart conſidered, . 

in- ſo. manyiSetions by themſelves.” 
In the-firſt Section; it muſt be exami- 
_ -ned how that part of the univerſe, which - 
conſiſts of:neceffary Agetrits can other-" 

we be preferv'd, -1n ars-natural:Order;” 
aQs in it as rational'-Agents; 'and firſt; | 

| Ec ERTIES a$ 
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demonſtrated. by\Rationd Evidence. Iz _ 
+ | «5 they are: to enjoy their Well - being 

- 4 in ſocial; Communions. ' 
4 Thirdly and Fourthly ; we ſhall offer 
nt | £2 examination, how othefwiſe GOD's 
he | care of Mankind 'may be acquitted, as 
all &. they are individually 40- be conſidered. 
ar And that particularly, as they may be 
ke  diftinguithed into "the ewo Torts of Evil 
$i. and Good: BY EL, | 

1a all which reſpects, there will appear 


kf] cogent Reaſyns, Why Almighty GO D 


y; ſhould adjourn the completion of his ju- 
G6 dicial adminiſtrations of Juſtice ' and 
ff Judgmentto another World. 

Han Fine fo 007. —_ 
« 8 ! Sefton I. 


kf JN this Section T am concern'd to re- 
| preſent, That if: Almighty GOD - 
hf ſhould not reſpit the completion of 
K | his judiciary purpoſes for the Good and 
" Evil to another Life, but ſhould in this 
. world be univerſally and actually juſtifi- 
hk fg and abetting every righteous Perſon 
and. Cauſe: and ſhould alfo as univer- 


-  fally be conftantly' correQting and con- 3 
+ | foynding every Evil Mans.unjuſt adven- \3 
| Lures, it would certainly. diſcontinue the 3 
- | -tatural order of thoſe Agents,” that act "Y 
| by neceflary impulſe, as often as they - } 


E 4 ſhould 


© 


SIT IT vl WTO 4. a 
” - GEE Os 2 y Rey. 


ke 


__- | AFituire Wafld's Exiſtence 
ſhould be;made; uſe- of. for thoſe: judicty 
al executions. And that: becauſe-they.cans. 
not ſubſerve-an extraordinary proceedure wi: 
of the Divine Juſtice, unle(s-they ſhould] to 
be continually -interrupted 1n'the. order as 
of their. natural-Cauſations--and Operas th 
T1ONS. od Ft 
And to _ make this .Obſervation-' the W - ſu 
more convincingly conſpicuous, - weW b 
may take. meaſures by fome. few:famous © G 
Caſes, in which, GOD.-was fometimes WW ct 
pleas'd to exerciſe his | abſolute: Domi- MW D 
nion, and; extraordinary [Authority over tl 
thoſe neceſſary, Agents, - for. the preſent MW 1: 
executions of his Juſtice. That 1s, ſup- M v 
poſe thar all the Seas and Rivers.of the MW a 
Univerſe ſhould be forced from their na- WW +a 
tural Courſes ( of which there be ſome 6 
zjnſtances ).-to. fourd over all-thoſe good MW 
Perſons in their flight from an Atrach-: 

| 


ment, as, oft 'as there were no: other 


means for their eſcape, and that. the Sun 
ſhould as oft ſtand {till, as it were neceſ I 
fary it ſhould, to crown a good Cauls Y « 
with a .compleat Conqueſt ; or ſuppoſe, 1 
that as often as :any man were ready to. | 
periſh with Thirſt, every chard Rock:or Y 


natural niound to Waters, ſhould. be Þ _ 


forc'd open. for a Riyer to run in dry. 
places, to ſupply their preſent want ;\ or. 
that the Clouds Inould ſuſpend ; their 
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' demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 
1h | kind /ſhowers''to refreſh the growth. of 
ane Plants; or that the Sun's enlivening 
ure warmth ſhould be 'turn'd into a Flame 
ald-Y to burii up the ſarface of the Earth,'fo oft 
der BY as the Inhabitants thereof ſhould deſerve 
ras thoſe inſtances of * the Divine Judgment 

* F upon:them: Tay, if theſe,and a thoufand 
he ſuch like caſes as theſe, ſhould ſo often : 
ve © become neceſlary for the completion 'of oY 
us GOD's Favour to the Vertuous and Inno- 32 
es WF centz7 and ' for 'the juſt execution? of His 
1» W Difpleafure ro wicked Men in this world, 
ol theneceſlary Agents, which were natural- 
at FW ly diſpoſed to ſerve the neceſlities & con- 3 
p- WY veniencies of Mankind, would be found to . by 
1e MW act contradiQtions ts t heir own Natures ; 2 
2- -and ,their orderly Cauſations would be 
ce  fogdaily-and hourly chang'd into miracu-. 
 lous\Events,' that the Univerſe it ſelf 

would: appear tobe nothing elſe, but a 
ſcene of Prodigies, to amuſe and affright 
Mankind & 0 's 
:: Now; thaugh ſuch wonderful executi- 
ons: of the” Divine Juſtice, and eſpecial 
Favour, may*well enough conſiſt with * 
the' world's preferit ereated order,, when 
they-are-ſo-unfrequently done, and up- 
_ an-ſome”extraprdinary occafions, yet if 
they'!were conſtantly and fully acted, 
for the: completion of every fingle Per- 
fons reward or puniſhment(-which mult 
4 > | 5-7 


x 28.3 -M of ROOM, 2} "hd we "© © "7-2 _ £ now - 


< k % G WS, 
P Ds is att Das Ee Ga EE Fo bICs Be nn wy 
6 xi oe EE ee or Pa os ee ee 
ms, LH > WEE Yo K 'y L 6 rg . 
46 * Ss IE % « 
e. . . 2&3 258 o 
» , 
> 


[ 'Y 4 
- S *%, 


be ſuppoſed , if the Arguments in'my 
frſt Chaprey, 


that GOD will certainly | * 


do it at one time or other, be true )-the 
neceſlary Beings , which ſhould be ſub- 
ſervient - to thoſe ends and executions, 
muſt he ſo often interrupted in their. :na- 
tural motions and caufations, that no- 
thing would follow, but the World's 
univerſal Diſorder, if not its total Dif 
compoſure... _ ; 
But perhaps, things may go better a- 
mong the Rational Agents. But that is 
next .to be inquir'd into. Therefore, : : 


£ 


SeHion II. 


JT this Second Section, we' are engaged | 


to.examine the next grand inconveni- 


ence and diſorder to the univerſe, as (God 


by his own Sovereign Wiſdom ſtated it; 
with reſpet to that part of it, which: are 
call'd Rational and Voluntary Agents; as 
they are.naturally and neceſſarily to ſub» 


ſift together in. Social; Communions) one . 
with another for their common welfare, 


And'then I boy's that if God [Almight 
ſhould in this life univerfally execute: the 

adminiſtrations of Pare and ov pr 
ments to the Good and Evil, it would des 
ſtroy the ordinary good dubliſtence oi 


| | | | y : Ro 
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g_ GR Dries, "* 
humanes Saeed _ if while as diſpen- 
_©JAQLOnS providence are promi- 
{enoyſly diſpencet} to the Good and Evil, 
| wholly they do i{0- conftantly. ſharein 
one _anothers; bleſſings and nusforrunes, 
Mankind do attain the good ends of their 
Social Subſiſtence with {0 much diffical- 
*ty and:hazard,'':as that in a thouſand Ca 
| ſes it chad: \been- better, | in that. very re- 
| ſpat, for _ innumerable fingle perſoris 
- | acver torhave/known what a world had 
:meantjwhar diforders,and crofs accidents, 
what perpetual diſfolutions of Govern- 
© | ments; andfruftrations of the moſt mate- 
— F rig] —_ and agreed-proceedings in 

| airs; What'calamitous inter- 
"| ruptions in all manger of Socicties, from 
| | ©8 Empircto'a Family, rault neceſſaril 
; Aixcceed? info much 'that the World: of 
+ ſeiagonal Brings," "would preſently become 
the | only confuſed rour of ' Creatures that 
'6ver God made; andthe Exiſtence of the 

-meaneſt Animel wete rather to be. cho-- 

Fen, thay t$/enjoy a Being amongſt them: 

All whichineonveniencies; nothing bur'a 
"reſpiting the-Completion:gf God's Juſtice 
*0\g Future World, Gan poffibly prevent. . 

And noye'1 appe -_ to pics Theillic 
| Þ kliadtorl me, tics be 2 or "3 
how ſhould-rhe- nderianing of man, bo 
 upontheha-profpect of tay; b 
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that Got} ſhould at firſtmake-a world:bf 
- Rational Beings, -\natwrally..ſabject- tol 


-: many ,oppreſhons, -and-unjuſt: ufiges one 


©: from another;-.and that yet,; when they 


happen (as they daily. do in:all-places:«f 
© the world) [they ſhould nor poſſibly be Þ 


-ter incanveryence:to, if-not;with a.certain 
ruin of all their preſent Societies, (in which 
.4t.is naturally Rooſary they ſhould ſub- 
; ft) - but from. a.deſliga-of..making -an 
univerſal after-yiew of all the Actions:of 
"Mean at a timey. when all ſuch mix'd! f6- 
_Cicties ſhall have their irrevocable periods, 
.and that rhe good and evil-ſhall be ſepa- 
rated to their.ſeveral diſtin@t communi- 
ons, and apartments by themſelves2-:::; 


And by this obſervation, will our Sa- 
Ma. 13.Viour's parabolical repreſentations; of the. 
29, 49- preſent State of, Mankind,. appear highly 


reaſonable. That. is,- That:the Wheat add 
'Tares. (by;which is meant: the Govd-and 


Evil) ſhould grow. together; till the Har-. 
veſt, leaſt a-preſent plucking up.of the 
one thould endanger the Suefels, {if nor 
the. yery. being. of the other ;-, and;that 


the , good: and; bad, Fiſh. ſhopld,.borh a6 

' them” be promiſcuguſly, comprehended, 

- not ay .m- the ſame Sea -of the. World, 
but in | 

ther. Now let the Heckoeers. dev. 

T11K 


e ſame net of the Church toge-. 


oig '& KtaaHN >5LP © av 


conjecture: for-any; other: reaſonable ex- 
pedient; how: to; ſolve+this:doybr, and 1. 
ſhall then- renounce the&ufſe- that may. be 


made» of rhis gbſervationefor ;the.neceſa- 
ry: Exiſtence vf another. world! ; 


But to all ithis;; if an; exception ſhould 


| beinterpos'. from. the ſenſe of-them, that 


are: Ie Ker tenet who OG our Ca- 


4A et 4% 


'N Fi uture (Aer the. cm > of {i ch 


a. Silpenſion would take away 4great deal 
of the . reaſon, and) incouragement, why 


| good. men. ſhould {o conſtantly pray. (as 


'tis- done in-publick Litanies and. private 
Devotions) for their own Juſtiieations , 
and-.the- common 'deliverances:iof . the 
Church.:from - its- implacable Enemies. 
And therefore were it not better, and 


| more! reaſonable for ſuch good-men to 


ſit: down -in a patient, acquieſcence than 
to; be; ſo ſolicitous.4n their :prayers for 


- that which (as the Seconf Chapter hath 


aſſur'd us) doth- ſo; uncommonly, and 
uncertainly come. to. pals. -.: -- 

..My: anſwer-to this exception, -is, that 
all prayers of that. nature, as-for all other 
temporal bleflings,: are fuppostt to be al 
ways made interpretatively,if not in dire& 
words, 
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| demonſtrated/by Ratjonat Evidence. 6y, : b 
the-beleif of.angther. world-aftign-me a. _ 


we” 
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Knapp Ber cotiionmen 
bo two: imine to/bs conſWer'd; 
| Firft; "Gbod'' 


i 240" fterf' us 
ſupplicate 'ts be: detiveded 8H wot 
| -d ” other way bleed irt this'W rk, 


ates: Pl thoſe: Mereies +tthe 
thy of Got; upori' £:eondinien;”'t 
they may -confilt- with the corfinion 
Good 26d: Safety of *thofe publict- So 
cieties; iti whoſe corftiifutiions they enjoy 


their" preſetit Subſfillence- That is; they 
deſire not ; that rheiF' private Sarhef 
Qioris 46d Vindications; MHotld be A 
Ws at the rats of 's' eration 'R 


r. upory the tertis of utry' deſiruttive 
altevaticns of the coftiniwnitis i which 
they live.- | And that might be the re 


fori, why Devid deſfire&thit the Purniſhs 
ment 'of God might" rathe fall” por | 


| himſelf and Family, ehati uporr the Pet 
phe in general. 


As Deed ata woukd:rpr- eh! 


rheir particular Exertyptiotis from” Op 
preſſions;-in be 
Difturbanee of Mac 


as to - their private” Eneiriies'; if! they 


muſt” be” had; upory rerifs; whicls miſt 
inſerr either cheir preſet; of their fliture 
Ruiry Leſt ——_ of Revenge ſhoakd 


tempt 


'for a cothunon | | 
ef; fo, not would 
they deſire their Perſorial Juſlifieationns, | 
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| ennſraty 5 Ru Bvtles | 
their irinocent minds to X cot 


hretng in their Enemies misfortunts. 


And therefore that Say Seying ( flat juſti- 
tia, ruat mundas) Let Fuſfice be” done, 
though the whole alt Pl periſh, cati- 
got be ttue Divinity, unleſs the meaning 
of it be, Let the World periſh, rather 
than any man ſhould do' what isunjuſt; 
but-it' is falfe- to defire it ſhould periſh, 
rather than ſuffer what is moſt un- 


And that you have the firſt condition 
uporr which a Good. mans Prayers are 
pos'd to be' made, when he inplores 


the preſent vindication of his Right and 


Cauſe. 

Secondly, Tanſwer, That when Good 
men pray to Gpd for the preſent deli- - 
verances and juſtifications of their Per- 
ſons. and Cauſes, they have alwaies ano- 
ther condition in reſerve ; that is, That 
God would-prant. their Petitions for their 
deliverances; unlefs'a continuance in their | 
Sufftrings ſhould* rend more to their 


 prefent-and'flirure Good, otherwiſe they 


can interpret and believe, that it" is a- 
| of God to. have their Prayers. in 

_ caſes deny 'd. And therefore, when 

, "that their Peticions are in 

ſhe inſtances-.rejQted, they are ready; 

wit alt fubtiflion' und cortartherdr 4-4 

mia, 
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mind ,to. thinkand. ſay, that; Had 'm 
not ſome way or ot er needed: they th 
implacable Enemies. ſucce(s, their ;Pray- | 


ers had certainly preventedt: And that; 
| there was ſomething | ive: in theme 
; ſelves, which God" thought: fi tin that 
manfler to correc, in arder to their awn; 
final Good: and Happineſs, or ſuch an 
event had never fala out, ſo COMcTery 
to their Supplications. 

And thus by ſuch wiſe and pious re« 
ſerves they can reaſonably fatisfie them- 
felves, when they meet a diſappoints 
ment_in their expectarions: of, Tempe- 
ral Bleſſings, after they had prayed "y 
them, and were deny'd. 

Theſe, and ſuch as theſe; are the OT, 
ditions upon, which Good men pray for. 
Temporal Deliverances,” and their. pre-; 

 fent Juſtifications. And, as-ſuch Prayers, 
are ſufficiently confiſterit with a Belief, 
E of. God's reſpiting and. adjourning ' the 
EE compleat executions of his juſtice to ano- 
z ther World,fo it's encouragement enough. 
C and ſure it's all that need, be. given ) 
that when thoſe conditions will bear. it, 
Good men may aſſure themſelves, that, 
God.will not, nor did \ ever. tail, uy an- ll 
ſwer their Petitions, and Pan their re-; 
queſts. And this perfectly . ſolves the! 
Sence of our  Saviqur' S. Pk Pro-, 
miſe, 


an amaCnDgD=MRCpPTAORnQ A 


TO 


wp pL 


by RF SES tA AE ER rn oo en ob it "$4 wr . 
32+, WY YU > 4 EIT Ee © S : I £2 PR. 5 v FOI ee ENS. x IH £4428" w E 
paths 2: 2 » RF ; np bp ws Le - 5 "Ye WF ng wy T9 59 %* 4 £et » % = 7h oY ” Cs 4 fr Re "Ivf: FEE $54 . 
< x% ” x 7 YE: Ws n Ly ; P S -E " 4 » E % 7 % 
6 - X - - ” - ” 
7 Y, . - " . £ wy - 
pe '' af = 
Y Je % bs” " 
= $ - 
p v5 4 " - | ®, = 
4 e 


3m my name, he will give it you, © 
_ .- And further, it's to be conſfider'd in 73: 


have | been denied their Supplications in q 
| Kind, yet, for their encouragement ill 4 
.to pray, they might and ought to-be- - 4 


the mean; time they can fatisfie -them+ 


' and, Vindications ; and upon. the reaſon 1 
 Peritions;, -mnay hold: good alſo in the 


, | -often /a&t thole meaſures of Providence, 
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'miſez, with reſpe@ to Temporal Mercies, 
that Whatſoever you ſhall ask the Father 


John 14- 


-that caſe, ' That when the reaſon of 
thoſe:Conditions hath interven'd between 
God :and his Petitioners, ' though they 


lieve:,' that 'God would grant them in 
ſome: other; equivalent: matter and man- 
ner, for/;a compenſation of all they 


ask'd, and iwete denied.” How ſoever, .in -- I 


ſelves, that they have been doing their 
Dutiesz and: paying. the daily Homage 
they. owed: to; God, and may live com- 
fortably under-the expeQtation, that God 
will-do them right in another World. 

- And;ilet; it:now be-allſo eſpecially re- 
mark'd,that what I have here ſaid concern- 
ing:the Gonditions upon: which Good men - 
pray - for-heir: Temporal - Deliverances 


of which-they! are fo often denied their 
caſe of; God's executing his : Juſtice, as 


to the Rewards and Puniſhments of this 
Life : : That-:is, That that. God. will ſo. 
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© as the reaſons of thoſe two mention'd 


any. account tend moſt to the'tohcerd'd. 
Intereſt. A 


{ons of theſe two Conditions are' fuper- | 


reſpþited, ſoit will caſily , and very n- 


_ and- Inſtances of God's juſtifi A 
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it may be done 3-Firſt, withour bringing Þ| 46; 
any oy deſtruion:to /thoſe 6... 
munions, by which the World ordinart. 
ly ſabſiſts ; amd, Secondly, when-ſixch 2} 
prefent execution 'of his Juſtice: ſhall on: 


perſon's , preſent .or future Good ' and; ÞÞ pi 


But in all other caſes, where the-rea-\ſ 


ſeded, the executions of the Divine Love. 
and. Juſtice to the Good *and Evil, are 
ſo often reſerv'd and refpited;- for tus. 
impartial retributions in another-World. - 
Now, as this Obfervation may inable- 
usto think, that there be/no- ſmall num. 
ber* of Caſes, that -are ſo reſerved and. 


zwrally "ſolve -thoſe mens - doubts 'and 


Life; or why there ſhould: 'be'any pure. 
of 'them cenainly effected ;;'thar is, why | 
there ſhould 'be alwaics: {6:matiy';, and 
fornetimes © ſuch; remarkable Exuniples 
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his . baffling 'che unjuſt, Jnterefls: arid Fx 
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vo [ver ibs alonics ſoikany, 
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n E murs + of thol: - if 
«CF and haſty Chl we Ires, mn har upon a bare iy _— 
d, bility, -and:fome- rare Examples of _ 2. 
. Y-executing his:Juſtice viſibly 3n-rhis Li I 
2-'F have been apt: to their cxpettarions 
- F oven; toe criminal; diſcontent and im 
patience .of -their-- owt: preſent recom- 
BE pences anc juſtifications.:: When - they. 
ought to;have| conſidered the reaſons of 
the former:;odnditions ,}: ( as alſo what 
Þ thier reaſons: God may. give himſelf, 
which we i(perhaps) cant: underſtand) 
Þ upon which they are {© often ominted, 
'Y arid ſhould rather have: endeavoured to”. 
J vait with pacicnce -rall the ſeaſon ap- 
prog \* if) which there ſhalt be art 
impartial execution 'of | Juſtice to the 
m—_ vRnks * _—_ apd: Evul. | 


mes 
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68 _ 74 Futare World's Exiſtence \ | 
munions.” But; beſides this Social Con- 


cern'of Mankind ; there was ſomewhat Y 
offer'd, as'to God's care 'of them in 1 
other reſpets,' Therefore 7 OY 4 


| Section ITE. © | 
T* theſe' two remaining SeCtions I am 
concerned/to. repreſent 'the caſe more 
particularly, :as Mankind may be divided 
into the two ſorts'of Evil and Good; and 
as God's juſt and:gracious care of them 
both, as ſo diſtintly and' apart-conſt; 
der'd, may be: ſuffictently acquitted; by 
reaſonable and religious Thoughts. - + | 
Now, this; Third SeCtion firſt offers 
the -caſe of the Evil part 'of Mankind: 
That is; of ſich/ as have wilfully and te- 
merarioufly permitted themſelves to be 
betray'd into! any ſtate of; Vice ' and W 
Immorality. I fay, if GOD Almighty: 
ſhould, in. this Life, be- preſently con- 
founding every ſuch Evil perſon, as ſoon 
as he begins to perfiſt in his-unjuſt and 
immoral ways; it would prove ſuch a: 
diſparagement of the Divine Care, Equi- 
ty, and Goodneſs, as could hardly inany 
caſe be imagined or repreſented, upon 
kveral accounts. | 


Firſt, : 
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+ Firſt, Becauſe he could not. then; have 
allow'd them ſich ſufficient poflibilities 
of Recovery, as were conſiſtent. with the 


| Metcy of .a, Gracious, G:.OD to Crea- 


tures, that were made ſo defectible by 
their own 'original Nature. 

Thar is, Who can't con(ider, that ſuch 
men have generally faln into that irre- 
ligious ſtate, ſometimes .by the importu- 


- nities, of their own natural Paſſions and 
ſenſual 


 Appetites. within them, which 
they could.not unmake, though it were 
in their. power, with ſome difficulty, to 
have over-ruPd them ; and that ſpme- 
times they fell into rhat ſtate. of Sin, by 


the Temptations of the World's vari- 


ouſly-enchanting Objects without them, 
which: they. could not remove, though it 
was in their own power, with the ſame 
difficulty, to have controul'd and reſiſted 


| them 2 I fay, when. theſe occaſions of 


their falling into a ſtate of Sin,are through- 
ly conſidered, and then how much tlioſe 


- occaſions do referr to God, as Creator 


and Supreme. Governour of all things, 
What mind can reaſonably entertain a 
ſuſpicion ,,. but that / an _ infinitely go00d 
God ſhould allow them the moſt equi- 
table poſlibilities of Recovery, which an 
adjournment. of his Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſice to. a future: World can only admit 2 

| F' 3 And: 
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7D A Future World's Exiſt | 

Arid hente appearsthe reaſongbleneſs. 
as well as the ekey of ſore Metapho- 
ried! Expreſſions in the Sctiprute, deſtgn'd 
to repr ſon this cafe. ' There we find, I. 
that the field was not preſently thrown N- 
- off to Bryars and Thorns, - (* were I. 
againſt Reaſon and cotritnon Cuſtbm ſa. 
to-do )' till the reſpite for Rain and 

Dreſſing had given'a further Experiment 
Heb. 6. of its unfruittulneſs. 'Nor' was the Fig 
Tree feritenc'd tb be prefently 'cut down 
for the, firſt or ſecond; and 'at Halt , .not 
* for the third years barfeanefs, but it was 
Lak. 13. ſtill refpited; and husbanded, till the otdl> 
F- nary term was paſt, that, by a'wiſe Hus» | 
bandman's reafonable obfervation, it 
might be judged hopeleſly unfruitful. 
And as by this reſpiting-and adjourn; 
ing the Divine Jultice, every impenitent 
| Rom.2.;, Sinner is rmade. altogether nvecal z 


=> 


v3 


= 


«19:4. {0 is God's love ' and equity uniyerfally | 
»7©, acquitted, as having moſt reafonably al I 
| low'd hitn alt advantages for his recove- 
ry, which the caſe and nature of the 
thing would bear. . So that I doubt not, 
*+-1-"-., but that Almighty GO D miy as juſt- 
| Af ly fay to every unfortunate impenitent 
I perſon, 4s he Uid ts his unfruitfl Vine- 
Efays. yard, What could 7 have done mort, thit I | 
a bave not done > That 1s, not limiting I 
God's Power in himſelf, but ſoppoſi 


him toad according to the meaſures and 
nature-of men, as reaſonable Creatures. - - -- 


| This is the firſt reaſon. 


Secondly, To evidence: that it is rea- 


- ſonable that God ſhould ſuſpend his com- 
| pleatly univerſal Juſtice to the evil part 


of Mankind, to a future World, is not on- 
ly that he might allow them a fair and . 


8 equitable poſſibility of recovery, as to 
_ their own, intereſt, but becauſe ſuch a 
preſent execution of his Juſtice upon 


them, would be highly detrimental to 


' the comman Good of the World:in its 
| ſeveral Societies. Thar is, if Fire ſhould 
' come down from Heaven, to confume 
. every Oppreſlar, as oft as zealous Inng- 
. cence might poſſibly cry. for it ; or, that 
' God ſhould throw away every unjult per- 
ſon from his proteQtion, and as oft cur 


him-down in. his vengeance, as the juſti- 


fying of every Good man's Cauſe might 
: e 


by it ; What great advanta- 
ges might the World's Societies be | de- 
prived of, by the loſs of fo many Evil 
men, to whom God had allow'd, and acr 
cepted. an after-attempt for their Repeny 


. tance and Recovery? _- 


if there had not been ſych ſuſpenſions 


: of Gad's Juſtice ro ſuch men, then had 
8 _ St. Matthew: never been called a' Saint 7; 


gor had he become fo uſeful an infiru- 
4155 We. F 4 ment 
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72 © A Future World's Exiſtente - 
ment for the firſt eſtabliſhment of the 
, Chriſtian Faith : Saint: Paul had died a+ 
Perſecutor of the Church and 'Do@rine | 
of Chriſt, of which he afterward became | 
ſuch a ſucceſsful promoter, and ſo ſtout | 
a defender : And the Chriſtian 'Religion | 
had then been deprived of the Patronage 

-of Conſtantine the. Great , for. the ſ{canda- 

Jons Sins of his Youth. And as I-have 
inſtanc'd in theſe few, ſo if we had no- 

tice of thoſe millions of Evil men, who 

on that account have been afterward i= 
uſeful to ſuch/like purpoſes, we might 
eaſily be convinced of the reaſonableneſs 

of God's ſuſpenſion” of the adminiſtrati- 

ons of his Juſtice, upon every man, as. 

ſoon as he became wicked; and who,at = 
ſeveral ſeaſons of their mortal Lives, have 

ſo ſucceſsfully” made after-attempts for 

- their recovery to Vertue, with ſo much 
advantage to the World. 

- '- 3. The third Reaſon to demonſtrate, 
that it was God's deſign, that the ſuſpen- 
ſion and adjourning of his univerſal judg- 
ment to a future World ( befides for the 
equitable poſlibilities of their recovery to 
their own benefit, and for their - atter- _ 
uſefulneſs in general) is, becauſe it. can 

_ only folve a conſiderable doubt in his 
ordinary viſible providence as to many. 
of thoſe Evil men, even while at preſent 


they 
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they live in a tate of Sin. - And that is 


- when we ſee that ſiich men do not on- 


ly live in a tokrable well-being in the 
World , but that' they very frequently 
enjoy greater inftarices - of a flouriſhin 
Proſperity; and ( as David complains ) Pal. 73- 
that they ſometimes come in no misfor- 

tune like other men. And then the reaſon 

is, that with reſpe& to a Future World, 

they might have an encouragement, as 

well as a reſpite to repent. © That is, as 


8. if God deſfign'd to tell them, that as he 
hath at preſent ſo'much favour for them, 
. asS'to allow them, by his general Pro- 


vidence, moreithan ordinary confidera- 
ble Portions of Advantage in this World ; 


_ fo that they might from thence reaſona- 


bly interpret , that God 1s not as yet 
made unplacable to their Perſons, - or 
would rejoice at. their following unre- 


| lievable ſtate of miſery ; but that on the 


contrary, his mercy and: goodneſs are 
alwaies moſt ready to admit them, -to 
his preſent Spiritual Bleſſings and future 


Happineſs, whenſoever they ſhall prepare 
themſelves for their reception. - And 
- that, as" fe hath already ſo'much Love 


for them, as to permit His Sun at preſent 
to ſhine upon them, ſometimes with a 
greater Benignhity than upon others ; and 
to let his Rain deſcend upon ' their _ 

Spe me- 
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- 4 Futhre-World s Exiſtence 
ſometimes with more refreſhing ſhowers 
than upon other-mens ; ſo that his mer- 
cy 2nd pardon ſhall 'be as readily affor- 
ded them, whenſoever: they ſhall: endea- | 
vour to qualifie «themſelves for the Grea- 


' ter Bleſſings that -relate to a future |. 


Life, _ | 
But ifin contradiction:to all theſe mani- ' 


 feltations of, God's Favour and Patience, || 


they ſhall flill obſtinately ſet their hearts 
to do evil, becauſe ſentence againſt an evil 
work is: not ſpeedily in this world executed ; 
yet they have all the reaſon imagina- ' | 
le, (with the vain young man in the 
ſame wiſe Book ) ro: conſider, that after | 
all their ſenſual enjoyments, they mu 
all come to. Judgment. - And though (and 
becauſe) they may eſcape. the execution 
of God's Vengeance in this World, yet 
they. cannot '{ if they will allow their 
minds a liberty of conſidering like men ) 
but fear it 1n- another... | 
And as by acknowledging fych a re- 
ſpite our ſcepticks may thus reaſonably 
Extricate that doubt in providence, {0 ſuch 
as are believers may ſolve another query 4n 
the Chriſtian Religion, That is, why our - 
Saviour ſhould {© extraordinarily engage 
his Diſciples univerſal Charity to ſuch &+ 
vil men, even ſometimes when they arg 
their own moſt deadly enemies. ES 
SS? | tage © 
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but upon 'that of Forgiving 'Treſpalles ; 


' and: ſhould make it the moſt indiſpenfſa- 


ble condition of all the pardon they them- 
ſelves can expect'from Him, And then 


. -Fhat this Charity, / upon -fpecial com- 


matid, ſhould oblige them to all manner of 


; methods for their recovery, as by reprov- 


ing and adviſing thetn-by forgiving and 
praying for-them, and by:ſupporting rheir 
lives :with all manner of neceflaries, when 
they- want ther, - Now . the ſolution. of 
all this is, that'as theſe acts are to be 
aU6viifited very confiderable inſtances of 
a good man's duty, and that he ſhall be 
rewarded for its 10 we may believe, that 
God the father inſtituted them to. be ſo,not 
only from his meer preceptive authority, 
but that they might be expedients of his 
own Divine Love' and Care of thar part of 


what can poſſibly ſolve this query, but the 
belief of Gods re{piting and adjourning the 
2&niniftrations. of Juſtice to a Future 
World, to expreſs his reaſonable kind- 
nefst0 the evil part of mankind in order 
t their recovery 2 Now, 


Mate g. 


Mankind, that needs his Pardon upon. = 
their Repontaneeand Amendment; I ſay, 
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. that he ſhould call ſuch a Charity, the 
 neareſt-approach to Perfection, and an 43 
- eſpecial affimulationof the God:head ; or Luke 6. 
' | that heſhould make no after-remark up- ' '* 
; on any other Article ofhis own Prayer, 
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Now, if againſt this whole reaſon it be 
objetted, that Godiſametimes permits not 
wicked men to live ;out- half their natu- - 
rall periods, but cuts: them down in: the ' 
midſt of their time'and ſins; and: that - 
of this as the Scriptures have given ſome 
extraordinary- inſtances, 10. common'ob- . 
ſervation can-in every Age and Place af- 
ford us daily Examples. Fes 
My anſwer to this allegation is, firſt, 
That very many inſtances of that nature 
are of ſuch Perſons, as have been appa- 
rently the willful cauſers of the Shottning 
their own-lives, and of depriving them- 
ſelves of that poſlibility of their own ſafe- 
ty, which God, as to all reaſonable Creg- 
tures, had allow'd them. And then how 
is God cancern'd in ſuch fatal miſcar- 
riages? | | 
But in caſes where God may be fo-far 
chargeable as' by permitting the concur- 
rence of natural cauſes (of which per- 
haps they themſelves were not agy ways 
at all preſumptuouſly and wilfully cauſal) 
to..put.a ſudden period to ſuch mens ' 
lives, it may be. preſum'd that upon.a _ 
foreſight of what they would. afterwards . 
do, God might permit it in mercy to 
their own perions, that is, from their do- 
ing greater evils, whereby their kccounts 
might be at laſt ' the more PU_heN6: 
| - An 
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” | And then in kindneſs to/ others, ' that | 
X | - their ſudden'ſurprizes might be exempla- 
he ry to'other evil men, that: ſurvive, to 
x | take them off from t6o confident a 
e | 
J- 


ſumption of enjoying life, thereby to 
make a further delay of their repentance 4 
& (in: which delay they ' might otherwiſe = 
" | proceed, till theirneglects of it might 3 
| make their conditions irremediable) if 


3 fome ſuch examples were not ſometimes 
© |. fer before their eyes. And in this man- 
, ner ſome have endeavoured to ſolve the ; 


5 Eternal puniſhments of the damned in 
F Hell; That is, that they may. there be 
; executed upon theEvil, like the: judici- 
id ary. puniſhments | of MalefaQors -in a 
g State, to. be poſſibly.;exemplary to ſome 
* | new worlds of Probationers; which may 
| as poſlibly ſucceed.: In which reſpect, if 
ſuch a ſolution may be allowable (which 
Lreferr to: better judgments, and Jo. but 
with ſubmiſſion: mention it;)- why may 
not all ſach examples, as I have diſcours'd 
them, be accounted-alfo as inſtances of 
Gods. mercy to: numerous others, that 
ſhall . at that preſent time or afterward 
_ exiſt, rather than to think, that God 
ſhould beany otherwiſe pleaſed with ſuch 
| fuddenandſevere executions of his Juſtice 
_ upon ſuch ſingle Perſons. 
. And thus this Objection being _— 
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former Reaſons: appezr moſt accountable, 
that God: ſhenld | and adjourn his | 
univerſal Juſtice and:Jutgnent for the 


ſake of the Evil Part of 4 attkind; ©; 


Bur Gods regard to that Parr of Mian- | 


kind, - concludes not His care ; of the reſt. 
Therefore, 
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Settion, I V. - 
T N this laſt citin lenbane's ws 


monſtrace, That ian! agzournment” of 


ſo great 4 part of GOD's univerſal Ju 
ftice-to anather Workd ;::dorth nor only 


2cquit, bur highly advance his moſt gra+ - 


CiOUs care of the good and: vertuous 


of Mankind. And this T-thall do upon | 


ſeveral Accounts. 


Firſt, that che belief of facha Kehpire 
might keep their minds ins conſtant {5- - 
tiztaQtion, That GOD imeitded £0 make | 


better provifionsfor: their 'Recomp 


ENCEs, 
than can be/ had 'in'this profent world? J. 


In which; the beft ad that att 


poſitb be attain'd are hardly gran : 
avenge | v0 bear then up | above 


ro ail Neth 7 nectinng 4 
they may daily” meet for 
elle, but becauſe they are good : And - 


 AFuture World's Heiſtance ". Ow 
ed,” it. doth upon the confideration of the 
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therefore || 


i it's IS happineſs: £0! linow, 1 
_ thabwheti their-dery calls fora fbtnil 
- fion to'tnore affiiftive portions 6f: Troth- p 
ble, an expedtation of preſent 'xecornt- . i 
/ | peace would be almoſt « comridiftion "" 
| in the thing,' and that becauſe the'bear- 
ing of the - Croſs" doth in it RIf import 
_ n deſtirution of what make' them 
conveniemly happy-iti this Life: And - 
then, that ſuch a: | conſideration. might 
put them upon”: 'k; hd of benign necef- 
lity,' to keep themſelves mire ind cloſe 
to the. deſire arid duh of thoſe 
adjogrn'd Recompences, - tht can only 
be ſuch, as rfiay rake them truly Bleſ- 
&d; inſormuch;' that Mould the Vertuous' 
but tbo- -comrhionly'and-ordirnarity” meet 
their -Juſtifications itt this Life, 'and roo 
generally be crown! 'd with bens 50g fac- 
celles; us oft -a5:they 
expeRed it Ee the 5 aher of 
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their Cauſes, they* 
GOD teligned' tb fon them: HS Bare 
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and recompences of Goott and dos 
Men to a future State; becaule it _ 
often 
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,often: fallsout,-;that-it's their, beſt _it- 

_ tereſt; that they ſhould not. be ſo-hap- 
Pys as alwaies. to ſucceedin. their. juſteſt 
Enterprizes; nor. be-:;alwaies gratify'd 
with preſent, thoughidefired Advantages 
in their ſecular Undertakings ; | and. that 
becauſe. ſome tempers are.not atall capa- 
ble of bearing ,a ſucceſsful intereſt; and 

"the beſt and ſtrongeſt; Piety hath been 
ſtagger'd and endagger'd by- it. What 
a prodigy of miſcarriage, and of a loſt 
. vertue . . was, David;\-onee in his: great 
proſperity,.. and how, did. the following 
unſucceſsful paſſages of his life, . reſtore 
him to a, vertuous temper, , hardly to I 
be parallell'd 2;  How.,much. leſs: than a 
man was. he in the, one, ,and . how. much 
more. than: ;an ordinaty.. Saint'\.r::.;the 
other 2 _—_ Ys fi) Ya 3t1 TOY ; 
_ And this is the, reaſon, Why ſome Men 
of eminent Piety,-. being ſenfible of the 
danger of too great, ang: top ſucceſsful 

arr affluence, have. yolugtarily:chon to 
abridge. themſelves gf. their on, guſt 


enjoyments; AC arg Does © certull 
ferd them ſome crols overtures in their 
affairs, thereby. to;abate and leſſen in 
them too. great a complacency in: theit: 


; 


preſent fruitions. 


© But 


= 
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--Bui: upon. this ſabe 1 ſhall enlarge 
my ſelf afterwards. -nitB2%o 
"The third Reaſon;.,, why; why. God might 
pleaſe to:order;, an-; journment. 'of;; frs- 
ompenſing Mercies -to the. Vertugug 
he Good to. another Work is, that he, © 
might the more. equitably 2dmit.- thetn; 
i his,mercy;-$0, the compleater degrees 
of: them 10: that, ſtate... .For,. who: cank 
conſider,” that, all good men. (of which 
none are; more ſenſibls,than themſelves) 
have their Failings, and ſome unavoid- 
able Miſcarriages, even when they are 
endeavouring to purſue their integrity 
as well, andas :far;' aS)they/can? And 
that there be many of them, who, tho' 
they. may now. be as:goods:-as their 3n- 
firm mortal+oature and ' \cireumſtarices 
will.at-preſenc.; admit;..:had paſt, ſome 
confiderable:Portion.. of their Laves,,. be- 


- forethey.refura'd to Vertue,in an univer- 


{al.negle&tof\God,' and\\Goodneſs, © And 
therefere, in both reſpeRs,' GOD. in, his 
Meigoinh: "and. Juſtice |-might. pleeſe- to 
leave..them-. unjuſtify'd ur many...caſes 
that.concern this. Life, that being ar pre- 
ent .chaſtiz'd, and as'it were , puniſhed 
for .their. many. follics ,. before they re- 
rurn 'd-to Vertue and Goodneſs, and for 


' their manifold Infirmities after they 


and been fo recovered bd might = or 
al 
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Kid cher ye Apooy Molaica 
han any Hon 'of their happh- 


bye Ar theſe: "Hires ns: bs contaln'd, 
what I had v6 fay concerning God 
of the Vertuous Part of Mankind; for 
adjourning the corplear #dminiſtrations 
of his Divine ce to indther world; 
And ſo 1 have F hed rhe deſign of my 
. Fhitd Chapter; "'and then-all rhe pre> 
miſes are ipe, for the FADEna. (7 
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The Conclu hos 


| Af: D ow having fliod my IP Ys 4s 
% all the: Suggeſtions; "that could 
be offer Y t0-iwualidate the 'Fhree Confti- 
_ Parts of the' Argument + That is , 
firft Chapter demonfrated, 
ns ty. 5 ors and Holy all at- e698 1.2004 
or- other, will certainly - att the part of 'an 
Impartial Judge of all the World, in Ju- 
ftifying- the Juſt OLIN off the Fertuous, 
. and. Punjſbing Built men for 'thtir unjuſt 
undertakings,; Ar all their TInimwral Attzons, 
and Proceedings :. © Is the SeromdiChapter, 
having ſuficitwtly. evinc'd' by all manner of 
Authorities, and by- every- tals own" cons 
won Obſervation, your that Work is _ 
one 
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done in this life, to ” ſuch degree, as 


may acquit the Univerſal Juſtice of. a good © 


and juft God to his Rational World: And 
laſtly, having Demonſtrated the Reaſonable- 


eſs of his reſpiting and adjourning the” 


executions of his Rewards and Puniſhments 
to another. State, and how it evidently 
tends moſt to the Order of the whole Cred- 
tion, and particularly and eſpecially for the 
good of Mankind in all Capacities ; I ſay, 

aving ſhewn that all theſe Premiſes are 
certainly True, I cannot conjetture what 
exception can poſſibly be alledged againſt 
the juſt inference of the Concluſion, that 


| © . is, That on this account there muſt needs 


be a Future State in rgal Exiftence. 
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| The Summ af the - 


SECOND ARGUMENT, 
UH E Second han that 
.. Aemonſtrates "the - Exiftence 
-4- a Future State, is found- 


| upon Mans. being. created 


with 5 this So Pamers a Facubie 
- | of his Said, iby which. be bath a mind, 
1 eſſentially alvanc'd above the State of all = 

 Qther, Viſthle | Animals. ,- and. may be pre- 

ſrmid to come: up to a near Reſemblance 

or . Tmnage © of - bis Soveraign Creatour, 

viz. his. Underſtanding and bis Will. 
-- By the-one be is made capgble , fuſt, 
fois ines each, and then 
Judicially #0 determine, what is maſt fit 
{6 be undegtaken aud done for the _ 
ment of fuch an Eud and God, "4s me 
Ako RN) yon, = 

Ke 


| 


The Semm of 


BB atcommodeble to the quality Le natys 
E: ral. temper _of his own Rational Mind. 
: 4nd by the other , viz. bis Will, be 
i naturally capacitated with” a power 
4 m-its ſelf , fiſt, freely to chuſe ſuch 
= a- Good ſo adjudg'd'; as. his Grincipd 
C. Intereft and Happineſs ; and then a " 
us" freely'ra\wnibyate; and” _ "all the Þ 
Meays- and: \Morhods propes'd fo the ' 
affred uttdhotens" of "it, 4 
$a ae Umade evident 
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the Second'Argument, __ 
State, | then it" naturally - and" neceſſaa 
Ix follows \ 'Tha..G.O'D: Abnighty 
ath conſtituted - the" Exiſtence "of ſuch 
a World and. State. UREA 
Now: that this: Argiament" thus: (Lene. 


reſts; Pts 623, q 


i deavour to offer at whatſoever © 


to 4 future World. + wo 
In the third C(bapeer, I 


tively demonſtrate, that.\thoſe Rational ' 


Powers were principally, and upon the 


0 e given to Mankind, 
a i go cc of a Furur 


' Life. 
to be made- Goed in theſe three Chaps 


ters, ſhall be found to be demonſtrably 


trus , they muſt neceſſarily inftrr the | 
the Gy 30s 1 


Concluſion for 
of another World... 


The Sumni-of, &c | 
: 
concern'd. for "any thing , th relates. 


And if what 1 dwake proper'd 
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EXE ST BNCE, 
Demonſtrated byRational Evidenee. 


FUTURE . WORLDS 


2 5 
[= which fr; to demon- 


ſtrate, That thoſe rational Faculties 
Saul, werg not 


for the ſake only 


Bug ;. Nor forthe + 


we pe | Ss 
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A Future Wofid's Exiſtence 


of man more acceptable. to himſelf, are | 
not _in the power of thoſe faculties to ; 


obtain at pleaſure. 


Thirdly, Becauſe*the more deſi nedly ; 
and intently ;Men'aQ fot thols Enjoys+ | 


ments;” as their principal Intereſt and 
Concern, the Jeſs they2cin” <ſtape their 


being engag'd in ſuch Follies and Abſur- | 


dities,' as are-.incanſiſtent [with theinChi 
racters of being Reaſonable Creates 


And theſe wilt require the atterndarice - 


of 6 many SeQions x0 BY ti 
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denſe ational Evidence. 
".yoNdwj\as[to!anyidir for-this 
| | nt is7thit the -, Enjoy« 
ments of this world, cannot: afford: bi 
- Rational Mind: anyi+:ſich? 4 farisfaction 
aoquieſcence, ifthe cominqn'Sence of 
ankind can't ſuperſede my Concern in 
Ce TN Arrears rh ie Pifeipl: 
Q) , | is-principa > 
bot engaged -to: makeigood that Obſerva- 

eg 3 rf mer inthis::S6Qtion 

proce fo {0 tanita Caſes "as = 

abs > SN faltion fiaaiey; the 
oni:this dide a: future 
Sei ghs 
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"2nd animal part of man's Being, For, 
Ix ugh the tperiourmind doth concern 
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per menagy 


it RiSiinrihg miinazjery .of thoſe 
ments , fori the | bettee: corly 11 
moe nr Þ-ruin yer i;thie :racher 
mater - of: Mihiſtration and frvie:.Erfi- 


ployment, than of ING "OA" 


frunjons' - 1: 

It's true: (t6-mnekb gjendk dur Reafor) 
that thiok:- cnjoyments' of this: Life :iney | 
ſometittes bb pleafing Emcortainmens a7 


thei Baney! and tet, ano ind may 


gratifns mens Seafes; corporeal Appenivey, - 


and 'thie? ovher Difebſrighs end Iii i. 


tions - which 'hoamane- Naruve hokls''in 


common with fecifitive Beings: pi.budit's | 
very raveq and; imperinanene; and \alinsft | * 
X ev ive. if the Rational Soul re mY 6 ih 


mit: it elfto: AGES any kind 
tiowdf any of cluend.-!: 
warp ow 


ppedds: TT , 


| becauſeithe mbre- intent] 


NT elſe rn Lay mpes co, | 
4 valuc;and a: preſeat Pcs ge ag Fo 7 | 
citilly' 29 tor any! rea: SINE = 8 
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- "Firſt on: this/account-it- is; that many 
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"And, then;upon the: ſane! Reaſan jt,a55 
that men are ſoapy toapplzud; and Oh 
ſuch. great delight" to ener i 
pineſs.they; did &d $ojoy. (9464 child 


youthful part of thein3ime that; 36 = Eo 


cauſe they then enjoy” all the n 
ries. and; conveniences of nat by the 
benefit-of other - __ rational-Care; and 
Underſtandings x lng did 
look, 'no further, .than i je ſob 
their. Sences., and Brutal Appetites. .., 

And; this was-the, cauls that, Ir, duc 


| ; 

when: the. .Ephefazs.-;.defir'd him, TD | 
 dertake..the, Goverament:; pf. theic. City,, 
that: he; betook himlelf. to, play” P23. 
the Children; intimatiog, thereby, that; 15 
was much-cafier for him to 2e 03 
than -to; have his mind, taken uf Yo ; 
the managery of their -Publick 
from whence it was.not- like: to receive - 
any real fatisfaQtion,or. contentrhent to 
its ſelf, though perhaps: his imagination 
Gif he:would ha Ve Permitt 
end of his un ncaa 
gratifid. mA the,.P enty , . Venergtion., 
and ſhlopdi8 Title of a: ;OVErNOUT. -: Wet 

. Now-as this ynſatifaction of. the Supe;. | 
riour.and..Rational.. part. of, Man, .. may 
thus, 51 ("Ha the, natural propriety, 
that all outward Enjoyments bear to the 
Avimal 
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not 'only things in it, 
frank as en dinas _ unally's: 
r0-lits natural-remper ; and fare objects 
and: improper-to-it,” as thoſe 
leſs: roofic-ſenſe,: that pro- | 
nothe - And:aman may: 
i! St 5 \ Diſh of Colours, or 
ſhining 'Light; or that his" 
lelighted' With ſome fra- 
me, 'asthat the Rational Mind: 
., , 7agatuch; ; ſhouldi*be:really- fax 
risfy'd: ou the [falloft Fruition of any? 
ag oigueages: only" afpriperly.-00 


- kinda! oy mans of an enquis. 
ring\ humour; ſhould, upors this kind'of 
I > Uk eoths Reaſon! in Natur 

| lame on iftegrall 

dar \ thould*befo vaſtl Trently af. if. 
feed ini himſelf; and how his Nature 
thould for" his aniverfal faridfa- 


require: lp 
ion, ObjeQs;," that -boar ſuch evident- 


impropricties on ſeveral accounts, both 


-_ eres, and to:-hisown mie, 
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 denmtitebly Pe Evidnce: 


. > on :Why ehoſe''Ratiotial [Faces 
thay har' is} the Imctieethal Mild could 
the ends are yarpoſeof njr's Hired 

| urpolſes;'of Mart 
Lite only; ibecatſe all the-preſerit' Bas 
joyments that iare' celebrated;'as rhe'of- 
bf expedient. of: huniang' Happineſs, do 
Sincpally and' properly relate* bo the 
farisfaQtion:'of thar part :6f/ his -vatiire, 
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eultics>ov Pawers: 'of th& Sont were not! 
iro Mnifor the: fake;;/ ends), and 


s'of his Mortal' /Dretion, ons. 


ly-iso beckiofe it 'is\ evidepr; That all'the 
moſt. -codfiderable; conftirtitions! of © his 
preſent'Welbbeing; and'that are n-conts 
moreſtimirion'moſt Bkely-to beeome's 
Grbfactory happineſs to hindelF in” this 
World's:we-nor: directly; nor att all c&r# 


8 _ placed” 5a (His. power- to- &braltt? 


chem, wheti- he moſt needs riieny; Hor 
canihe-with any aſlurance- recal chetn, 
exo he:harh' been! depxifd of them,” - 

H 2 And 


- 
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- then were it fiot.a-hard wy 
make: ſuch a; conception 'of/ a 
Place:man in ſuch a 


hy he fowl 
r h ole Exiſtence, in Shbts: pot 
Fob not  aſſur'd 0 him : as 


al Powers 

of his' Being, | 
his life fcquleſcene and' farvitory. to 
himſelf  ; R 
_1 ſay, who;knows not; that. ic is not in 
any. mans: power.certainly to-enjoy Peace, 
Health, bo: Friends, Succeſs, Plenty,or 
elſe that may make his life ca- 

le of any real contentment to its ſelf, 
Cn thoſe ” caltics a their urmoſt for 


UNE: _ _ Oe © 
ſudy; them by 
their [ome nn cities,” as/much as 


- they can, and NE how as earneſtly as 


their eleive faculty can: exert -it {elf; 
yet the unfortunate men of -the world, 


fr are always.n onereſpect or. other, . 
far the greateſt part-of-Mankind __ | 
111 tell you, 'that they might/as: w 


do been , obliged to coog,. the. general 

fixr. courſe of nature in its Stated. prone 

250 attain all thoſe perquiſites that muſt 
inarily coneurr, to make up; ſuch'z 

kind of living ,- as: by har may; 

think "themſelves to _— 

being more miſerable, elm: ao0y = 
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And therefore our 'wiſe'Maſter, when 
he had-adviſed his Diſciples,not to be {6- 
licitoufly concern'd abvur the neceſfaries 
and conveniencies of their Mortal lives, 
gave them this reaſon, Becauſe they were 


- demonſtrate dby Rational Evidence; 461 _ 1 


no more at their diſpoſe and command, than y.;. 5, 


was the heightning their Stature by another 27. 
Cubit.' That' is, that they” were by Di- 
vine -ordination not” certainly in'- their 
power -at- all. Andithough it may be 
faid, that ſome men' do'ſometimes (and 
their cnumber'is not great) ſucceſsfully ad- 
vance themſelves in ſome proſperous' at- 
tainments'intheir Mortalſtate; yet irmay 
be preſunied, that thoſe "preſent advan- 
tages haveby far the'moſt generally faln 
out,” where there have' happened Caſes 
effectually circumſtantiated, as if they 

7 oy ſet by-providence for ſuck _ 
| ds which” were interpreta- 
tively little otherwiſe, than as it may be 
faid, that a mans hand can take up Gold, 
hehe inh laid before him > _— his: 
profperity; when it's provided for him, as 
an effe& of ſome propitioufly concur- 
rent' cauſes and accidents, which gave 
Solomon the Reaſon'to ſay, That the' Race 
was not #0:the Swift, nor the Battle to the 
Strong ; neither Bread to men of Under- 
Randing, nor:yet Favour tamen of Skill, but 
M H 3 Time 


4 Future World's Fvftenice:. 


Time and Chance happens. #9 atk That - 
' tis, that thoſe happy: events digi pot; cer - | 
tzznly come. t9.-pals. according! to- thoſe 
mens excellent -:qualificatians,, but that 
they: proceeded .trom ſome" over-ruling 
cauſe of that. Time and Chance ;. of which 
expect ſome account. at the: perigd of this 
S6RIQn- 3 nv wid iid) | 
And this ſolves the obſervation why 
it doth- fo often;.came to paſs, that the 
beſt. outward, materials of | a pretended 
heppioeſs in- this world, do. heeome the - 
Portiogs of men buyx indifterensly.qualify'd 
in the; regions of; their minds, ang -very 
frequently of ſuch, agare hardhz fo. much 
as. are ſenſible of the; value af. their own 
pknteous-cireumſiances-: or elle of fuch - 
as' are fenſually! diſpes'd, ,and;then they 
_ -- abuſe..: then. pK eh 
and intemperance, or ella difmaprove 
them through, their own indiſgretions and 
careleſneſs to, their. own diſcontent, ras 
ther than the lots, of ſuch; as haye the 
largeſt ſhare of-intelleQual engdavyments, 
or that are the greateft Eriends #6 Wexth 
and Yertwec: ge) tt it bo Foo 
. And for that. xeaſon; it bath;begn-ob- 


ſerv'd; even: tq.a Proverb, | that mea of 
the finef# and makk. ingenious: parts. heve 
ſeldom wx wage themielves. Sam, the {© 

s-of. Fortune, nor fog Very 


yere ftreigh 
| 'undecent 
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tte} :i/Ankd ella toHave 
a en fic toi ET eg Poet or 
Philoſophery was thouple as ſovere an 
etproberion of being poot,” U could well 
__ _m 63 TOME 
true (to Mvalidate my: vs: ret- 
wing ) thae is commonly. affirm'd, 
That an exd&t frogality witl mike « man 
Rich ; That#'tlo& retirement? Will pro- 
cure him Quiittiieſs of Life; "adhd, That 
'Fen rance- will feetire - his' Health and 
Life : And then' (they llſiy) that all 
theſe expedients'fori thoſe corifiderable e- 
vetits one wo 4 bh eaſier hd" happier 
Beitig in this life fe all of them in the 
t of the ratioral ficulties'to judge, 
chaſe; and undertake at pleafure., 
My anfiver to'this Allegatiort is; That 
thoſe expedients do” ſo -uncertainly and 
G—_— ttthin/ their ends,/that all 
no rn re Lag Bro 
tans 45 tity, that they c- 
tans mn Hecording to 5th to 
_ ations Andt evitite this, 
Fill admire thoſe "Vitee vaſes t&'a riiore 
ribs ercarriihation. 
"AS to the AHF" of ther ,- a {hr Sd 


FF Let tris" de a 
Ones, lltti"He” hi 


chit the tOUS_ Care, can 
ens KN oy a end! 4pon 


whom . 


' 
? 


preſarned more. or Far XA On. one 
occaſion or: ather,/ for-eruſk, or imploy» | 
,ment-z: Or can their a iceſt obſervation ier 
- cure 'them from common Cheats, -or | (-" | 
cret-frauds2; or can's Box of writings ora | - 
Cheſt defend their-Wealth from the;ha- | 
ra{lings of War, and all other the common 
accidents: of- humane-Iafe.> And f-o, | : 
what kind of certainty: cag ſuch men }- | 
preſume upon-to-encourage them in this | 
_ undertaking. for. their | own. ſuf nn 
happineſs in this World > - WM + 
"Then as -to thie ſecond, VIZ. Retire- | 
ment in order to/a quiet-Life: Niger ay 14& : 
-Ccure-2.man- from all. 2 
' tempt, the certain attendant of a defign'd | 
priv 9 2. Can it'prevent-theinconvemen- | ' 
cies of being. friendleſs, as,oft as his. re- 
lationto the Publick ; calls; for the favour S 
of men in; power, ; ta help. him to what | 
is right.or kind? Or.can. it ſecure him 
from being ſeized uponas a prey'by.thole i 

." who, mark our. the private; and: the ſo- - 


And then, . ith 
kind of improbabiliry,.r 
BEE. attain its end to. their £ 


Wy ty the kt expedient Temperines, 


4 


itt order \'t6 the; @curirg, man x thadk 
| and long; life:: Iv-4t eterinin'd; upon 
__ 


any general ground. of reaſons or” 6xperi- | 


ence, What; thould' be: the certain mea- 
ſures of ſuch a Temperance? Or did ever 
- any | Skilfub:;Perſon-- pretend: to give any 

ſuch infallible rulesof it, as might be u- 
niverfally: accommodable> Orit the me- 
thods of a: temperate life could be'ſtated 
. by a common; meaſure,” would they ſe- 
cure' a- mans health and long life, from 
hereditary evil conſtitutions, - or 'from 
 -common-/contagions, or'from  the- ſud- 
den- ſurprizes of:Epidemick. diſeaſes? Or 
laſtly ;;from:-ſuch diftempers, as may 
be -occaſion'd*- by diabolicals impreſſions, 
which may at any time,' through the Di- 


Vine permithon, beas commonly acted, as - 


inftances: have been given of fuch caſes, 
' by. moſt'credible and unſuſpected relati- 


ons, and as they fland upon: Authentick - 


records 2 -For which'/the Learned Bod# 
aus may: be:conſulted; - I:fay, all thoſe 
» Caſes being duly conſidered, , who can 


prefume'ro- think, that God' hath plac'd. 


be. On -health'or long. life, - with any 
rance inhisown power,by the beſt uſe 
 hecan make of his intellectual Faculties 2 


-.. And -now.,:. becauſe. I: have. thus un- - 
dertaken, in 'fayour of my Argument, | 
ro remark . this laſt. temporal Bleding,- 


and 
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Concomitant -:;of- all:i-;preſent humane 


gage my Oliſervation::of-the: defect and 


I for the attainment and:.preſervition- of 
it... And (that; not only:becauſe.a mans 
defeated ;in;:fmbtling ; out. the. :expedionts 


and Skill of thoſe Men, :whorhave made 
it the ſtudy., buſineſs;] and employment 
of -their whole-Lives to: adminifter 'to'it, 


OS - 


pus hu- 


maxime the Marginy and without interpretation, 
2;  £0.av0id offence ; for I have ſaid -all this 
ſed viciſ-, [4942s L631 BOL p 


conjefturales feponenia.: - P «2675 M 
Nam Medici traditiouum! & cxperientiz freaftum Magiftrati- 
bus. deftruxerunt & ſuſtulerunt.: 282. : 


plena, & quz extemp! re oxcogita nturs & jn mentem illis vert 
ant abſqus certo Ago. aut <L ie: 
D8 "A 


Alggneens: cient, Tib; 4: cape 2. 


Well-being; -Let me-a-little: further-eri- 
inſufficieney-of Man's'ratiogal. faculties . 


of its fafety ,-:but becauſe > the Reaſon 


_— 


Cor- tron of Learning S* Francis Bacon dif 
manum Courſeth' concerning it, ang that only in 


. fm illud remediun maxime eft obnoxium erro C "Pegs 266,"; 
ars iſt47 ptzſertim' quo nunc habetur modo ) inter precip b 


Tamen ft quis &, quz preſcribere & minififart Toteapt Nediel, 
+ acutius intooſyiciat , inyenide pleraqus vacitſationts & inconftantize | 
E previſo Curationis tramite- p. 286,, S 


upon _ 
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demonſtrated by Rational, Evidence. 1 
upon--no-other defign,,' but: to imptove 
' the notion I have: here undertaken upon 


my- Reaſoning for. the certain Exiſtence 
of a Future States! 1 » 

- And now having thus concluded my 
ſecond Reaſon, : let: me _fuperadd-one: ob- 
ſervation, upon- that account; | that. is, 
Suppoſe: it thould: be -ipquir'd, that ſince 
Man: hath naturally fo little power:over 


the, cirgutaſlaricet: of his own :Well-be- 

' 10g in 4his: World,;!þy- what: other:cauſe 

= or: cauſes;:arc; Mens'/ preſent - conditions 
cond 


.or Whether-by none-at all. 
weris,-ithat the acknowledg- 


State» doth; moſt: plainky and' naturally 


an{wer that Enquiiry: 5 -and that, withour - 


fiying'te: tubbopn:;:Fate, or blind For- 
rave; (a5. fome ; ever great Philoſophers 
bave done} it doth perfectly folve: the 


days: i Thay So GOD. was pleas'd 


to! rake; upon: himſelf the care of difpo- 
ling Leo Mags ; portion. af : outward 

Lifes: and+:in that: manner 
as he: ar abr ng befti; ſuit - with , every 


: mans particulas-temper;,; and: circumttan- 


ces, for the better attainment of his hap- 


- pineſs in the other World, And then 


moreover, that men, upon a proſpect 


mens of + Fuere World,: a POIs 
defign,) ns: principal -Happinefs - 
ſhould be placed and-/expeted in that 


.H 
TR. 


of 


according to their own deſires, might 


have, as a greater reaſon, fo more leiſure - | 
and opportunity, to attend the concerns. 


of another to:come:'' That is, as our Sa- 
viouy reaſons, that they 'might 'not be 
E 


folicitous about what 5 Gay Eat, or, 

id leave all thoſe 
' events to the wiſe condut and care of a 
Gracious God, and then entertain them 
with the ſame: indifferency and uncon-. 


Drink,or put On,but ſh 


cerament; that” ſenſitive Beings do,-who 


- ſubſliſt-by: the ordination of theſame All-: 

diſpoſing Hand of God. ' Always confide- 
; — as thoſe: Animals comply with 
the Divine Providence, by a natural care. 
of themſelves, and in actions to which 
their nature obligeth them for their own : 
preſervation; - ſo ſhould nen make uſe | 


of their Rational powers for the careful 


improvement of all fuch means, ' which 


God allows them (as he thinks fit) for rhe 


better management of their. own Well- 
beings.'in this world ; but ſtill with de- 
ference to their! principal buſineſs and' 
deſign, of attaining the happinelſs-of 4 
following life. This the Second Reaſon. | 
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A Future World's'\Exiſtence' 
of the uncertainty” of their own'endea- | 
vours for any aſſurd'ſucceſfes in this life | 
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"RE ; third Reaton intended with fur- 

' ther explanation'to repreſent, that | 
mans Rational Faculties, and IntelleQu- 
al Mind, were not likely to be givenhim, 
for: the "ſake of his' mortal lie only, is 


haven Ro 0 7 obſerv'd, that the 
ignedly, intently, men em- 
ploy. ht minds and lives, ' for the at- 


tainment of ſuck ends and risfations, 
as relate only to theirpreſentenjoyments ; 


the lefs are they likely to eſcape their 

ating ſuch follies; and:abſurdities, as can- 

not -Soofiſt with their charaRers 'of be- - 
ing Reaſonable Creatures. Andthat the 

ighieft wiſdom ſuchmen do commonly 

'e at, will in their beſt ſucceſſes, a- 


mount to little more than what the -na- 
tural Jdifcretion-Brute animals themſelves 


cove in rhe mannagement of 'their 


ad therefore it were well. for the 
pineſs of: moſt! of that ſort of 'men, 


to live to no other: le, 
E- TD ok 


the intereſts of rheir martal 


durations only, that a few of thouſands of 


then, 'could in the -managment-of their 
Reular and ſenſual deſigns, arrive ar the 
common 


-” 


F- {Ele Ms Cas, 


' common and: natural prudence of ordi- 
; _ Brutes. So that when it is uſually. 
id, that if. nin tivE:6nly for ther: 
own ends and ſenſual fatisfations in this 
world,; that: hey. Haghermto: int9j; 
they put,a.diſpazogentent; ypon-ghe Ho- | 
- ncur:of. thoſe Creates {whom Farphy: 
ry contends.to. make;! asf weve, [cO\bri> | 
thren with: us'in- theRational. world}: and | 
that.becaufe they, ragulenly.a& ;thim-nai 
tural, powers -and. faculties! for their own 
good, . agrecably thrthe:ends for! which 
they were made ; whereas when mentye» 
nounce the. concerps:-of: another - would, 
they. a& commonly: in; contrediQign-to- 
their. own -principal-natutts; and doide: 
generate, not ſo muchinmw Bruner, as _ 
hoy turn: Fools. andk-Sars [7-09 ht 5 
And - though it's:'3:; Comrion i 
to call men wile, -who.:l v6; at ao 
with: any: preſent: 'ſucccls ut thaw wordd: 
ly deſigns; -yer.it owafh be prefinnt'd, ithat 
_ it i8at boſt:by way: of:companifon, thats 
that they may be leſſer Fools thaniethitrs, 
or: perhaps-this may be.done;-by pag | 
- _— mos _— fich | 
emſzlyes, tocalbone andtherWiſg where | 
thers:is no-tnanner obmavly reaſongwabyt = 
they: ſhould berſo-accomnte | and: perhaps 7 
all - + corey gf in.the world, | why, ahey 
| ſhould be: FO, otharwite, if wn k 
| Igns- 


OG Re teen ene. as on ad ens as. 
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hent of'then, without any repard arall: 


that. 


alwaies act all their ſenſual Adventures, 


die: 
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lad! further; ito! adored; chei-Reafoen 
whpi6n tliis/:aorgunt - it may/mmiive; ma+t 


nifeſtly: > that Almighty!God did! 
. inÞ with Almighty! Rational: | 


nor: furniſhiN 

Bowers om! for the: prope only of 
therw ragrtakDurations,;: (whichnwſti be 
ſojif yo: Worldinfuture: ) 8ibecaule it's 
dvioaſly obfery'd;.that the $fcater-Por- 


tions:wo}t antettccual 'abilities, -xwhliether: 


complexional or-aGqur'd; þthas thoſe men: 
have,wholiveionly to-bheiviown preſent: 
ſnſalends:{. an'tthe more: ſolicxtouſly: 


tex: apply: theaivrininds for! :the 'attain- 
ofi/whar's :to;xome>inia future World, fo 
muct>the! morzivemarkable! are their 
dogegeracies: vo folly-and abfurditics.. ay 
And therefore! we! may: take notice, W 
dats tant ws vn o 
in r:'Under- 
and A tales Capacities do Fl 


axyith weaker defires; tf awith fewer 

inipecdeacies;:and do. even: feer: com»: \- 
wiſcund difcreetin theirvery 

JoAnd! E-mhall :inflance- in. ſome: 

caſes} their Coverouſhels: (whon-in-falls 

| ho the/prefene humour )i.is leſs 

win; ___ſolicious 
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fo in all-other-kinds of ſenſual nod eats 


more: raging | and: /ovetreaching qr | 


E: A are- vidlent-and 


s-rage, 
. and are beans arg Talk & .fla:! 


mourous and: Feſt And indeedin} 


all their Senſualities; their Wit- 


them to act: their - ſeveral humours anc 
inclinations, ;tO: their; own-greater:/fally | 
and misfortune. one Sb gk Rina i 


many :af: ther 
to: with that; Fr" 


proper and-netural Authority over thaie 


OWN AﬀteRions and -Appetites, and: Con; 
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 — demonſtrated by Rational Byidence.- ts 
_ ſequently over' their own: Thoughts! and 
Adions., for want' of being principally 
' conceriY'd+ for Religion and! Vertu; ifor- 
_ der to. the happy” events of -a- fiture 
World! > : For their © Rational' Powers 7 
A bein left vo have nothing to-beimploy'd FA 
Y about, but: for the ends, and'pretended ; 
_ fatisfactions* of this ite, it's: no- wonder 
that they ſhpnld adinit, if nor admiti- 
ſter to; ſuch' wild: exceſſes of Folly” and 
. Indiſcretions: Ly 
So that if any unconcernd Perfon' of 
- an obſerving' humour, would: but rake 
. the pains (1F it were But for his'diver- 
' ſion to make an impartial Survey 'of 
'' the Rational World, as at any time -men' 
| generally do appear to' act their ſeveral 
" parts-in-it, and then- would bur recount, 
as far: as he can make: a ProfpeR;- the 
_ Various Follies and Imprudencies* whitelr 
the men” wholly unconcerind”: for ' Reli- 
gion' ant another World, ' dv” daity*com- 
mir, ai habicrfally” perfift ih; lie could” 
not" but judge, that too great” a part” off 4 
1t wontd look like' one 'entite''Seene of = 
Fools and*Madimen. "That' is; ſhould he' 2 
; bur'particutirly; rake” notice how (ily 
. one-man mianageth his-love of Money, 
. another” his*-fondheſs- tb a! Wothan:;' 
With what idle extravagancies a Third 
: K treating the pride of = Heart ; while 
| ang- 
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how ſuch a'man's next Neighbour is, by 
his reſtleſs humour, ſtorming every body 


ſpies| another; fort of cunning . Men. fit 
cloſe together in .a corner ,-. drinking 
away their Health, Fortune, and Reaſon ; 
with a thouſand ſuch-like- idle. Adven- 
expoſe them. | 

me, the more..convincingly, to make 
kind , who will. be apt to rage to. fee 
themſelves, thus'- ridiculouſly expoſed, 1 
would more, effteftually acquit me, than 
to make uſe; of alittle. Burleſque, which 


Fops in. their -proper Garbs. For ſome 
great Authors have-told me. : That the 
| beft way of handling an artificial Fool, is 


, Folly. 


114 . +4 Fatkre World's Exiſtence, } 
' ._ "another is tugging hard; for a. Feather- | 
ap promotion : And-ſhall then obſerve, 


out of their peace and order ; while he 


tures, to which their unconcernedneſs 
for Religion and another World, do gaily 


And now, if any. man ſhould adviſe | 
_ Good what I have - thus ſo ſeverely af- : 
be” | firm'd concerning ſo great a part of Man- 


could think of no other. expedient, that | 


an honeſt Country-Droll hath. promiſed. . 
me, to dreſs.up ſome of thole intelleQual' 


todo it in his own kind. : And .to laugh: 
him into Diſcretion would be the beſt. 
expedient to recover him from his. 


But, 
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monſtrated by Rational Evidence. 115 
- But then the Author's deſire is; That © 


r- i | | 
e, ir may ſtand in the midſt' of this Dif 
y courſe, but in the nature of a Parentheſis ; 
y | ome telling him that it's too light for 
e the gravity of the Argument ; and others a 
t- again, of another opinion , perſwaded . 


g I him by all means to. let the Fools ſee 
how the repreſentations of their Folly 


= doth become them, when they have. 
ſs. read their own ridiculous CharaQers. 
y. And Jet it go at all adventures. 


| (The firſt ridiculous piece among the filly 
e Crew, of whom my Nloghbour brought me 
a deſcription, was of one, whoſe debauch'd 
f- Ml Imagination , for want of being concern'd 
4. for 9 beſt Intereſt, had betray'd his Rea- 
e WW Jon to think, that it would be principally 
I for his happineſs, if he could but grow fa- 
it WU mouſly Rich; and that with an eſpecial de- 
n WW fign, to raiſe up a ſucceeding Family, bis 
h enough, to make 4 great Show in the World. 
d = 4nd as the moſt likely apo for the 
1' i carrying on his wiſe Project, he imploys all 
@ his intelleftuals, how he may beſt attain to 
@ the mighty Art of Thrift. And then to that 
6s to his Deity, he devotes all the powers 
of his Soul. ; and ſacrificeth to it, not only 
all that may of uſeful to others, but co u- 
ent for himſelf. And for 


 venient or 
' that end, ( to inſtance in ſome caſes ) if 
' mecefſity" doth but at any time hettor hin 
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into a mind to. claath. his Carcaſs, his de- 

fign (for that. can only ſolve his diſcontent 

_ the Charges of it) is to wardrup rd 

the old Caſe, as part of. his Stock, to be 
Trventoried by his Executor when he dies. 

If he eats, the ouly FHautgouſt, that re- 
liſheth his Meat, is. either that it coſts him 
nothing, or as it beſt agrees with his Romach 
zn his Pocket ;. for there principally laies 

- his hunger and. thirſt, and the palatings: he 
delights 2n. | | | 

If. he rides abroad, it s. generally upon an 
- Animal, whoſe bones he deſigns to. tell. in 
for money, in the next Summ he takes Bond 
for.  Aud-if at any time he ſeems. kind: or | 
civil, it's only to them, of whom he deſigns. 
to make 'a Prize upen a fore= ſeen Bar- 
ain. , | ok | 
.. The Furniture of his Houſe. is, nothing 
but. a rubbag 'd. heap of Pawns and-Streſſes : © 
and his Store-houſe is generally ſtock d with 
nothing elſe but the atoning, Preſents of 
his afrighted Creditors. But if a Vate for 
« Tax be rumour d, though the King's , or © 
the Church's Safety lays at- ſtake; for want 
of Money, it ſounds in his Ears like a. #nell, 
or a Raven, #Tis. Religion.is a-Conventicle. 
 to.chuſe., for. there he. can. fat, or-Lie along, 

. pull his Hat over his Eyes. #d Count, aud 
net 'be interrupted/with ſometimes ſtanding 
up, and then kneeling down, and'ever. and. - 
| anon, 
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is hey ir ownright -Fe 

ehriflian. And as for thoſe days 

:lidays, they are meerdoſs of time, = 

"0 Comment Profit : And they are PF 

©', Now all this while, 6 the pa "7 
be got by #t;, 5 as poor - as 

ky, Ca FL, looks alwaies of ſuch a kigd 


| [of Prat, = did uot ſonic men nbw and 
| Ad Make hins-for a Conjurer, ove would 


fivear, that he « were: downright ſame of 
der-Ofecer in the- pelkoer x? 
\gars. - dud inderd® to 5. Choe, 
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| bis Fools Goat; rigs »y 
| the Scene, and dreſk 
. telleQtual-- Brute, of a 
| mour; and he-is as w 6's | 
| make him.” "And the/ firſt - 


—— —CC}_. 


| that his! contriving Underſtinding pie 
| him upon , whereby'ro ger/ rid. of "the 


ihcumbrancesofhis Wit and a Money”? isto * 
| lead about a Hog ( Imean himſelf ins 

" ſiring'from Town to Towh,:to' make” 
| 


Sport for a Regiment of Boys: arid Tap: 
. ters," with his trantick adventures, ©. 
op in awhile, "being tid w ith ma- 

2 | "g ng '' fo": At Ds for. '"Gouſtble, I 
. / Ju ices,” and*Glafiers, he reſolves,” upon 2 
= mportatit/Reaſons, to Y gohrn) yr gt '=Y 
= * thod for: 18/0 irrecter ha pinels'; and: - 
that is'to ſt yp tor himfelf;/ and*to be 
, his own Tani-keeper at: home. "And for 


all. rtanbe&O-P tots for the ſoping 
_ Implo ment; he” turtis alt his Apart= , 2 
— Sinking Roy: : Oy he 3 
folen inly devotes ar a Chap-  . . - *3 
pe, where'itie\ and his devout drunken : 
Atembly=-do* conſtantly finiſh: their laſt 
. coopletorium, With their "Hats off 'utt/ 
- great order, and ſometimes upon their * "0 
LEES -; . Knees, | 


Res LS 4 : 
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ſt! up" "fox ite.” ie forme 
Adventurer, for 4 preſent- -Happinels;” 
his Fools Coat," he preſently 'changet 
the Scene, and: dreſſeth. op; another "in 
telletual Brute, of a' contrary Hu 
- mour; aad he-is as W E's Dries: can” 
make him.” "And the' firſt Priteibrize - 
- that his' contrivin Underſtanding” its 
him upon 5 Where" to: get/rid" of” the 
incurnbrancesofhis Wit and Money, is to 
kad about a Hog ( I'mean himſelf J' in T 
ſtring ' from Town to Towh, to make” 
Sport for a Regiment"of Boys arid TIP: 
ſters, with his trantick adventures. 
| + But 1n awhile, "being: tird: "with ma- 
king fo" mach" work” for. Conſtables, I 
* © Juſtices; and Glafiers, he reſolves,” upon —_ 
4 | important Reaſons, to "take a, wiſer me-' 'Y 
:  thod for hig/owirgreater wn; and 
8 BF thatis*ts rf up tor himfelf; and"to be 
S MF. his own Inii-keeper” at- home. And for 
I char <nd'he/farhiſheth his Houſe” with 
oO BM all:mani of Utetifils for the ſooping 
F Fx Hpoyintas ie turtis alt his bs 1: f 
1 
4 
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- ſiſemint merge or ge of " A 
_ptl, pr he and his devout drunken 3 
fembly*-do*conſtantly finiſh their laſt 


_ completoriums;; with their Hats-off 'ut” = 
pum order, and ſometimes upon their * 7 
S - || 4 : . Knees, 5b 
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; jo. _ AfitareWold's Exiſtence - © 
| If the Health-be to Some+body 3 5 


din the morning] they return thither 


' + again, and axe 45. zealous gs Thirſt. can 
them 2 $0. pay their early Devoti- | 
' Ons he the Tap. And in this morefblemn. 


PR as an A. Repertory , be fats up. all 


AWS Cn SanQions; and at". 
the. Foes the Veſſels tands up chelk'd,. 
the.only Almanack, by which. 10 ungder- 
ſtands haw the Year paſleth, alwaies ac»: 


counting .fnom... the famous Marine of 
March and September. 


. And by this tune you may. imagine, 
that the Head-houſe. is become one intire | 

' Inn, or indeed one paſty 'Trough, common 7! 
to all the Swine in the Country: Where all 
the Year long they are ſwallowing down : 
the Sun, and drinking up the Night, till - 
the Morning kowers how all the Rooms 
are ro over with ſo man yp : 
n 


Monſters, where one Lat lo 
another his Eyes, and their we 


ſo that, if a Stranger ſhould-come in, and: 
would "have bat - patience -tq Jap tis © 
| Nole, he cannot n+ hos Jp that he had ' 


'-in-proſpeft ſome 


ey-talhiond Holpi-. 
tal, or that bead in View. tho Wn 
perſett ſhapes which. the Bgyptias drun-, 
ken Mud produceth., when! it hath a - 
while debauch'd it {elf with he Nite's. / 
luſty Liquor. 
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TR tar tfrwds Tears: conflantly 
attended to. this wiſe ine of bong (a ; 
porerygeny to 's the ef, 

length his bo Re ws the likene 


þ yp per haps, , to the bigneſs of one 0) 


large Casks, which in a ſhort time | 
to leak at þ many Orzfices, deſign Gp 

bee and Natare, to prevent the Pi ud 
of 4 Dropſy, that -at: laſt his Aſſociates are 
neceſſitated, for fear.of a common Contagion, 
to remove that unveildy Puddle of humours, 
and lodge: it in a little dark Cellar under 
ground, where a brisk Club" of little Good- 
Fellows of his own breeding , ſlave him, or 


; (as they call it) duſt him , and merrily 
Ml driuh him ap to a drop, before they have 


done... 

Thus ends. the long ( and. to ſome 

perhaps unwelcome”) 'Parentheſis ; but 
- may paſs it over it they 10uſe ; : 
[there is no: hurt done. 

Now, to theſe two, I could have: ud- 
ded many more:ſuch-like Charaers: of 
other ſorts of Fops, who are as conſtant- 
ly-a&iog - their - filly Parts upon the 
World's Stage, but my deſign'd method 

would. not admit fuch an Inlargement 
ve 2 | ſingle: Paragraph ; And, mr 
the two are too many 2 n ſome 
mens opinions. But iff had for tho ught, 
that I might do ſome conſiderable Good 
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fo to-have. *þ 
That an "men; ſhould ſeen 18" 
were-in-a: Glaſs';-their-own ration 
"night bethink* thin 
:0N\4\WHEr and om , 
's and” _ 


bows their appearinſe: 

Mopfters of Abſardiryz ous. 
Andthiswas. ran not has I Fe 

chat all men WINS Ee poets es 


idiculous'pt a: bored el 
of ſportful Characters %o repreſent them | 
yetT am affur'd,thav therebe-always too; 
many. in 'the workd, "that: do really'c0 Orme 

even to; the: hi id of fi 


; of any defe 
er Ran ror ag ati 


Tz 
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T7 "Fublies Worls. burma ent Py s ons 
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nity of 2 Rational 
ons will be:fo 
deſcention. from 
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' And thus have argu'd, how thoſe Re: - 


eaciocad Faculties and wins Tatellecuat 


Mind, coul#not be given'hith for the ſake, I 
ends, and-intendments only of his pre- 


ent life. -T ſhould now attend to what 


may be _— to prove, that they were 


Lamp nc drow on the moſt ſpecial pur- 


e given him, for the fake and con- 


cern of another World. But my excep- 
_ tioners have defign'd other work for me, 
and'T muſt firſt attend tothem, and fair. 


ly acquit my ſelf of thei Auggeſtions to-. 


nina of what THave endeavour'd 
0-prove, before Icanbe ingaped in that 
” ad buſineſs which: concerns the chief 


Red: of iny RT 
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CHAP. T1. 


It this Chapter we muſt endeavour | 


to ſolve thoſe Exceptions, | 
' by which ſome met! have 
" that there be jp caſes ; for the 


reaſons of which, God Almighty might 


be 


leas'd to give thoſe Rational Faculties | 
to 


. though they were never to 


be concerti'd i in vie uſt and operations 
for any'thing, that 'relates £0 a Future 
W ” And thoſe Cales we Three, to be 
examined in fo many Seftions. 


I. The 


/ 
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| ; 1, be. Firſt reſpeRts the: attainment 
BÞ of all manner of Learning, 


2. The Second 15, data manby chow 


& Faculties may. be: the: better enabled to 


manage the Government of National 


PNG" 
The Third is, that thoſe Rational 


| Faculties may. be improv'd: for the 
' rable uſe of :Cpntemplation, which _ 
_ Philoſophers have repreſented, to 
' very conſiderable; expedient of linbwe 


happineſs in this Lite. 


Seftion: 1. 


P, this: Section .we. muſt wait upon 
the Hama dion; yu _ = 
pt to; ſuggeſt; andi-ſay ,. 'F O 

hoſe Noble Facultzes, . when og: ton _ 

cient 


wholly, imploy'd; about the: un 


Ends and Happineſs,: which: worldly: pro» 
ot Mev and a.fenſual- way: of 

ded. to.afford; may 
bs Cd ren" ve: ( as. hath beer re- 


W preſented; ); yet: as, = may; be improv'd | 


tor:the attainment of univerfal:Learni 
which hath been always accounted? 

a ſpecial. accompliſhment and! fatisfaRti> 
on of the: Mind, it may-be one ſufficient 
End, why Man might be turniſhed' thoſk | 
thoſe 
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thoſe rational qualifications, ho they ll 
were never to be concern'd at all,' for 
what relates to a Future World. 

My Anfwer- to this ſeemingly - great” 
Exception is, that I ſhall evince that that 
which is reputed Learning | 1n all its 
parts ,. can'.no more accommodate. the. 
natural temper of Man's rational mind, - 
as to any. real fatisfaction', than the en-" 
joyment of any other temporal Good ; 
and that. it is ſubjet to the ſame defai- 
lancies for ſuch an end, even in the high- 
eſt acquiſitions, that humane life can poſs 
ſibly admit. | 
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And all this I ſhall endeavour to repre- MW. o 
ſent upon the accouny, of two Reaſons. MW: 7 
Firſt; from the way- and manner of. its MW r: 
attainfnent ; Secondly, from the -value W: v 
and Importance of -it, when it's ſo at- "MM t 
tain'd. But in the management of-which WW c 
Reaſons, I muſt crave:an ingenuous con-' Ml: f 
ſideration from. the” Lovers and Students - MM ; 
of that univerſal: Learning for what end W | 
T do it; that is, thereby intending only ] 
to controul the Theiſts Pretenſions, who W. : 
are apt to take all occaſions-to. invalidate W: | 
the neceſlary- belief of another World's "WW: 

_ Exiſtence: and not at all deſigning to | 
diſparage the Honour , or diſcourage the i - 
Diligence of them, that attend to the | 

_ attainment of it. | bo 

The 


« 


+ The firſt Reaſon, 'why ſuch attain- 
'ments- of -Learning could ,not be'a ſufh- 


Þ cient end in its {elf for GOD's givin 


nc. MMm9 WW. qi ke. wr. 0 


thoſe rational . Faculties to Mankind , 
'whereby .any man . might allow. himſelf 


. the thoughts of enjoying ſuch a ſufficient 
. Good, as might anſwer the temper, and 
fatisfy the delires of his intelleftual mind, 
without a principal regard . had to' his 
+ Concern in a Future World, is from the - 
-manner of his attainment of all Rational 
| Learning, 
\* For then we ſay, how can the mind 
\ of man entertain any ſuch real fatisfacti- 
on to its ſelf, when it's conſider'd, 
[That fo great a part of his Mortal Du- 
' ration muſt be ſpent and worn up in the 
. very preparative and proemial Labours 
' towards the. acquiſition of-any one. part 


of that which is reputed Learning, be- 


: fore he can' be preſum'd to be ſo much 


a Maſter of it, as to have the pleaſure or 
fatisfaftion of comprehending, what is 
IntelleQual - or | Rational in it. For he 
muſt firſt be ſuppoſed to endure the un- 


: pleaſant hardſhip . of. a kind 'gf Cap- 
- tive, and muſt be ſeveral years ty'd 
| to the drudgery of ( as it were) drag- 
- ging about a Mill , only for the acqui- 
- ring the little skill, how to read and ſpeak 
; congruouſly and ſenſibly. He mult then 


incumber 
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[24s A Futnre World's Exiſtence 
| | incumber his head with a company of 
hard! terms, definitions, and diſtindtions 
ur af. inftrumental” Art, which are like 


to-give his mind\ as much ſatisfaction; 


as toil can adminiſter, before he can. 
be able: ro: work out the diſtin& notions 


of things, or be capable to think, * or 
diſcourſe intelligibly-of them. 
And when atter this he comes to' a 


nearer approach towards any Art or Sci- 
_ ence, he muſt then ſpend ſome time in 
charging his memory with the: proper 
Elements, and ſome- introdudtive gene- 
ral Principles, (as Prolegomena-) before. 
he- can ingage in the true underſtanding; 
of it." Now what contentment or fatif-- 
faction can: all thoſe previous Labours. 
be: to- a: Rational' Mind, any more, than 
the tuning a ſet of Viols to a mufical* 
Far, or the confus'd noiſe of Axes and. 
Hammers , and the unmethodiz'd' pro-* 
ſpect of a-licap: of Tools, and unfiniſh*d” 


Materials, be to him that hath under- 


taken a Deſign for a ſtately Edifice'®*. 
But then after our Students laborions* 


Preface 'to his obtaining an entrance in-: 


to the wide' field of Learning; What: ' 


true fatisfaction can- he podioly give his' 
mind, when he cannot but have heard;. 


that his whole Life (too little for” this 


perfect” attainment of any one conſide-- 
| | "SF rable-- 


2 demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 
Fable - Science J- muſt be always - « ins. 
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PEny 2) OL; I, We” "OI OD : ns td of ey WO 5: 0 ood 
RY RT ITE 2 ie Ac ad FEES RT 77 4 nts or to Te WO EMIT TT <A 
et ie EA SS py EE Ree 
* a rH » x 4 LO 
S; £ . A * % 
: 


ive motion - towards :the end; 
hich he propoferh. to himſelf; -and: for 


' that Reaſon, he- cannot -but expect to. 


live-in a Rate 'of a continu'd Imperfeci- 
off” and to be all his daies-in- the: Ca- 
\ ap rothe Difeiple:- oo 977 124 ot 

The Senſe:'of which, thot ough it may 


fomerimes be:made uſe fe to drive fur- 


'ther-on' in his Studies ; yet a little time 
and experience . will-inform him,' that it 
' 1:n6-more, : than a going forward to- 
-wards'fomething, from: which-he ſhall 
always: find himſelf. as ifar. off, (if nor 


"much farther) as*when he firſt ſer forth. - 
- And:the :reaſon is; becauſe the imore he 
knows, the more he ſhall ſtill,” -to his - 


great diflatisfaQtion, find cauſe to think; 
 thatithere is. yet- much more to be:kcarn 'd 
and known. Every degree of his acquir'd 
knowledge, will:be but a' further diſco- 


er of his /ignorance: of other: things, 
advance his(thirft: of - what, elſe is- 


yet to.be underſtood. 
' And ſure . it was from hence; that 
== tookioccaſion to. repreſent his 


hts when he adviſed, - Zhat a Man 
|  fboul drive out of his kd the Thirſt of Mite 
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the gods thanks for the knowledge he 
a capacity ordinarily to. attain, | 3571 
-. And now , when the ;cxpeQtant;: Stus 


Exiſtence, he may' then ſuggeſt to fum- 


days: That 5,” whether, as the grows 
older, he doth not ragthet:; go backward 


and wpon a- nearer approach towards the 
period 'of hs life, whether the finds not 
apparently that he is upon the retrogref 
five and loſing point. I don't:ſpeak-/ of 


mean, whether all along .( when” he 
ſhould be prefum'd to reap ſame Harveſt 
ot his: propos'd fatisfaction to the gon 
fort of his own mind;):he perceivesnot 


. Learning ; which he ampimes to 
the ftreightneſs of his minds /R 


were) run. over. into afargettulnels., or 
elſe being crowded together in ſ6 ſmall 
a room, that \tliey "ſtifle end confound 
one another. So that, what Þy the 1m- 

4 perfeQions 
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Books , left- he ſhould go murmuring to Fx 
his Grave: but rather be content, fuk 96 I 


dent hath ance conlidered, how he hath 
ſped in the former.+part of -; his ſhort 


ſelf, what fatisfactiog he: may hope for; 
after he | hath: paſt the Meridian-of. his 
than forward m the: field; of Learning;; 


that declenfion of age, when it's. paſlible 
for a manto forget hisown Name; : but 1. 


a continued diminution 1n this ftock-af 


WY DST YH oo GEE para 


' that either the later notions do'(as lit 


a —_— 


_AS CT: IS 


| denoflrtted by Revional Evidence; 1 
bony net Bn his Wen wage 3ge, and 


eG TRA BS OART RE TKSTS DO» © 


cou row 


te which the! gee ries and conve- 
aiencies pf Liying..do exa@ from him ; 
and'what adhering ta thoſe Studjes, 
” ws gs Aveng he had Joe d 

mind, perhaps. he may live to. ſee 
himſelf Fol ar by every, freſh b Advenr 
turer,. 10-85-40 bear the: ſhame being 
out-done ig: common-Talk.;by any ſuch 
an: ons; a$:i8 better acquainted with the 
newer methods, and later. notions af his 


On. Sciences, - And. this accounts for 


&he. firſt Reaſon. | 
The &eeond Reaſon, which T .intima- 


| ted 'before 49 repreſent; That the attain- 


ment»of Learning: (to ſpch a degree 35 


che: Mod: Tan-admit. in Man's. ſhort du- 


xitzan;)/ could; not; be 4: ſufficient wo 


"why GOR Al Imighty thould' give tho 


Rational Faculrics ro Mankind ; for any 
real ſatiefRion of humane Life, is from 
an cxaminetion of what unportance and 
vslue flick ap acquir'd: Learning may be 
in its ſelfiſo 8s to anſwer. the Mind's 
vaturab remper, and its innate deſires of 


 knqwledee ; And] think 1 may, in 75 


xehpþebt, without offence; aflirin, of 


' Learning/ia the Wp ; That were it.oot 
| = it may be nod fervieeaþle dag 


ligiog, 


Dicg. 
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132 © AFutureWorld's Exiſtong" 
ligion, and practical Goodneſs, in” order. 
ro. the Intereſt of 'aigthee Wort, "ix 
woild' hardly deferve* its: 6wn//Name 


Ke £04 ths. 1 " 
3 


eſpecially with ſuch-# Charafer/as:thy 


World-allows/it.” "And'by-reaſort of the I 
defeRive attainment-of every! purt 6fÞit; 


no man did” ever think himſelf, im all 
points, ſo ſufficiently learned, as to allow 
his mind' any” 'manner of *complacency, 


or real ſatisfaQion, but- the*ignorantlys 


bold, and ſuch” an'one , whom flatrety 


and vulgar. applauſe' had feduc'd:* inte W: 


ſuch a blind opmion' of himſelf? © 1 
And therefore it hath” been-alwaigs 
reckoned among the wiſe 'and/modeld, 


to be'a conſiderable--advance'vf. a ijudi-. 


cious Underſtanding, for a man'to'think 
himfelf to know too little,' or even: no- 
thing, ( as it is Yeported of Socrates, that 


he ſhould-ſo' affirni' of 'himſelF )' that'is, 
That he knows nothing comparative of 
that , which he cannot 'but © be: fenfible 


. 


is more and more yet to beunderſtool.”- 
What Science 1s it, that was ever yet 
believed by the judicious to be'brought 


_ to' any folerable perfeQtion > [That which 


hath been moſt likely of late'to gainrhe 
beſt improvement towards it,” is Experis 
mental-Philofophy, eſpecially as ro thoſe 
attempts that have been made, for the 
finding out*the natures of: Beings. . And 

4 | though 


tos -, b "m 
is 4: SLE IE 


demonſtrated by Retional Evidence. 133 


ee | *hough..they, have ofterd at 
ie | coveries- with conſiderable ' ſucceſs, and 
a || perhaps to a. greater degree than have 


? | yet been attempted and atrain'd, 'yer 
Mw Kev ertheleſs , Iam apt.to believe , that 
they have ſo, far faln ſhort of any per- 
aff | £4 attainment, thar if Six Thouſand - 
iv | en were appointed to find our the na- 
w, ure of every fingle Vegetable (as they - 
ay account their number) and ſo many 
'y Thouſands more , about the numerous 
ſpecies or Kings of Animals, Inſects, and 


to- . © 4: 3%+5 ' s 5 
1 Minerals, they might be/preſum'd to find 
« 10 far Wo” enough for ' their whole 


ib ] Lives, as thit Baſilius Yalentinus, who 
'F writ of, Antimony, did affirm, ( as 
+ i Mr. Boyle relates .it ) that The ſhortneſs —Nat, 


= 


| of Man's Life makes it impoſſible for one it-p-13 


Wl man to underſtand throughly, or to learn 

at of S "7 + 4 : *. , p . _ 

s.Ml that Mineral only ; in which, every day | 
there was ſomething behind,'that was to be 


. 


diſcovered afterward. 47 
| © And'what I' may affirm of the grear 
_ diſtance of that kind of Learning trom 
PerfeQion, the ſame allo may be {aid of 
all the parts of Learning whatſoever. 
That is, (to _inſtance_in 1ome ,particu- . 
lars ). if he that deſigns a- Happineſs ro 
- his mind;: by furniſhigg it with the beſt 
; Treaſures, Which chMliftorian Learning 
Fan afford, could be ſenſible and ſecure, 
EET.” OE K 3: that 


KY oa x 0-5-1 


ory thy . & Z 37 ha 
F* 


A Bows og _ od 
that there. were; \ Boy of Hiſtory, 


in which there... 
ted, that were Lt teh 
mantlck : ' Or, if he that aims * a <= 
felicity, .by the attainment! n | 
know edge in the learned” 
were ſure, that if he wete M: 
one of them, as far as Art wo Tay 
could advance hjm, that he hoold 
ver have Thoughts of a defect in tha | 
acquiſition or ule of it : I ſay, if it might 
be ſo affirm'd of thele, and alſoff other patts 
. of humane Learning , there rfiight be 
ſome pretence for the mind's attaitiment 
of ſome ſufficient fatisfaQtion in this lite, 
without reſpect -to another ; biit when 
it's known: to be far otherwil fs, teſtis 
he wonder of Sextus Em Eadie his Cos | 
tence, when lie went about to provelo ). 
ipduſtrioufly, that there is no Un 
3 at all, but in uncertain a ahdt 
E250 in told hubs; I SOIT Tpeakin} 
E- . Iviſqvam boc verom afle- Of the Te 3” {Ber 
-quatur, neſcit tamenſe/eſſe ence , 
ER ſed puret, & opiÞ ſhould ado ins that To At 
Fs doubt were to be tfiade e) 
he ſhould aſfert, That he that hath attain'd 
to the knowledge of any Truth in it, - 
yet that jt was kpc by Good fortune; 
and that he can't certainly ktiow whe | 
ther he hath attain'd it or 16, biit only | 
Ny may ' 
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a Man. 


demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 135 
may 'opine and think ſo. Or, that Cor- | 
nelzus Agrippa ſhould aflert, not only the 
difficulty , but even the impoſſibility of __.. _ 
attaining to the. leaſt Reaſon of any one <> ſcien- 
Science perfectly in. the whole Life of Hermes 
; -cognitia 

ties , difficilis, 

ne: dicam, impoſſibilis, ut prius vita tot4 Hotninis deficiat quam 


_ 'yel unius diſcipline minima ratio perfeRt 'inveſtigari poſlit. 


Proleg. de Fan. Scient. 


Or, Laſtly, That Sextius Romanus, (of 


whom we have an account- in Plutarch) De prob. } + 


who had parted with his honourable For- Vit . 
s, upon deſign to attend tothe Philo- p S. ; 


tunes, 
- ſophical Studies, ſhould after -a-while fall Edit. Gr. 


1nto ſo great ag unſatisfaftion,of mind for. & Lat. 
whar he had done;as to be weary of his life, | 


-andto make an attempt to caſt itaway. 


And this diſchargeth me of my Second 


' Reaſon, given to evinte, That the value 


Learning is aot-ſuch,. as that either 
the mind of Man ihould have a ſufficient 
fatisfaction in-its felf, by the attainment 


_ of it, or that it were reaſon enough why 
GOD ſhould give Mankind thole ratio- 


nal faculties for that end, though they 


. ſhould never be concern'd for a future 


World; - - A 
_ And now I would not that any man 
ſhould prejudge by theſe Reaſons offer'd, 
khat I intend to put any dilparagement 
K 4 upon 


| - | Deel "B82. (9 | P*Y - 1 of BY = 


upon Learning, in, that imperfect degres 
3t- is attainable, '( as" I 'caution'd* the! 
-- 1 - Reader inthe beginning of this Section 
or to. give any diſceuragements to the 
', _., Lovers of, 'or Endeavourers - for it ; For 
"upon the ſuppoſal of the Exiſtence of a 
' Futurg World,. and of that. Religion, and 


OEOESS2 £08 


; the knowlecge of it, that is neceſſarily 
. requiſite- for -the attainment of the hap. MW. wi 
pineſs of that ſtate, I do moſt heartily MW mi 


acknowledge, that all kinds.of Learning, 
in the proportions to' which they may} 
be improv'd, are ſufficiently and' fatif* 
factorily uſeful, and in themſelves high- Wnir 
— Dio. Iy honorable. And I wiſh the Studious Wup: 
3 Laert. of them -may meet better - encourage-! 
4 OR rnd ments in the World , than by the -mea- Wina 
Crat. ſures of that man's. unworthy Bounty, Wthe 
The. -who gave Three Pounds to his Cook, a Mo- 
Dram-to his Phyſician, a Talent ro his What 
Miſtriſs, and Three-half-pence to the Phi- Wpei 
loſopher. - And this corielades 'my*- Ant WC 
ſwer to the firſt Exception.” : _ 


WS 
oo 


F:-3 


Section- 1, 1-126 


| $a this Section, we muſt attend- thoſes 
4 Mens Exception, ..who . will ' alledge,” W#: 
[That thoſe rational 'powers of the Soul, 
are neceſlarily uſety! for 'the conduct of + 
aps. E-1 Governs. 


2 < ware ca uae. "th 2; — Þ 
b, ES $14 2s A W Yes? 7 
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4 4 - 


res | povernments;& that without which,there 
the Y:would not'be capacities ſufficient for the. 
n } © coatrivance of .expedient-Laws and-.Or- - 
the MY ders ; ' and for other. the 'manageries of 
or Mpbblick- Aﬀairs;" to _ "National | 
F a © Socicties in Peace and Welk-fare: and 
ndÞ that then there is_ another end, why 
ily &GOD Almighty ſhould furnith Mankind 
p- WM with thoſe, intelleQual; qualifications of 
ily Wl mind, though they ſhould:never:be con- 
18, MI cern'd for another World. To this, my 
ay firſt Anfwer-is;that if our-Exceptioners 
if I have any eye” towards that humane/Lear- 
h- Wniog , which-we:have lately-diſcourſed 
us Wupon,' as if-rhar; a-ſuch; were ſufficient 
& Wto influence Mens minds” for! the - better 
4. Winznagement of :Governments, they offer | 
y, Wtheir exception-with too-great' a hazard 
2M being -disbeliev'd. © For the contrary 
is Whath frequently; and famouſly been ex- 
i Wperimented! to be true. ' And therefore 
nn WW Clemens Res in-: | Ki Jenna « 
» Wforms us, That ſuch Men, DET Ate aus 
» Wop their fophizing & Ora« | Frevengaatrrtc de 2: 
tor Fave erv'd frequent: © A8 5g Brett 0llevrers os Fobe, b- 
© Why io amuſe, ard fleal as 7, edt rim dmg” 
' ay the mindsofthePeor - — 
& Mp and ſometimes have occaſion'd a Cad- 
2, W##can War, and'its unfortunate Events. 
h And" for thar Reaſon , the: Philoſophers 
"Fad Poets! have: been oft-times baniſh'd 
- | iT"; | from 


IE: hn "Ds as TY 
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þ—New from © States: '8p-, Dangerous: to. their y 
Ws o-. Peace: "And" thus the Romans po Culh 
poribus» Aulus Gellins.tells us) not only when they Þl j61 
1m5m- were Rude-and impolite, but even in yr pre 
necdum Jearned' Age of Domitian, when Api iy 
G__ himſelf was not cnorpend, | | 8, 


expolitis - 

Philoſophi ex lirbe Roni: ould, vyerum cram; Domitwr 

png , Eiger eyetti , oe ihe Kt 
' ſunt Fpitletus ot vs; 

1d Sata cot, Boa ea _ Zi 15. cit, ron 


But ſecondly , I anſwer, that if owe ter 
os mean only ,. that thoſe: rl 
_ nh ge do menu furniſh ſue 

N Wi a greater natural gacitys: | 
and which: being; improv'd by apt r 

_ enceand obſervation, may better qualify: 
them, to contrive and aQ, what is moſt 
convement for -the Peace and well-Go: | 
verning \of | Nations,” it muſt be allowet Fo 
as true. But then I fay ,. that if choke 
qualifications be not. eccompanied with 
a concert for a Future Wor == 
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'd kia of ring 
wh and that thereby ;fach 
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profently (45 it's: Tebmmrally: red) 
ds We of for the more ftcceſsful 
bo be of ptivate Intereſts and de- 
$. © -Pritices. = tio longer enj 
krones- iti prare, not the Ptoj 
thetr 8 NN nigh” it fafety,, than thar 
rhete waited rfieh ; that had ambition, 
Coppatns s, ad power enough, to in- 
Wt. fvate them borh © Nor 
the.) union it ſelf in che i 
'f nip But by Nate of War, with 
21l #3 /attengatit ealaitities and 
1, Tha pg” rhiketable conſequintes of 
longeſt anfl moſt ficcelsful Sword. 
/ofdd Hi#hly defame the Crea 
it's Wi ardT dre, tha Hi cn 


(- n Ig. - 
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UNI; bur by. bein ak 
boon gronch t6-' be harptied with 
the blaody attempts of cuhiting ane ar 
bitious then ; Who <woufd be perperually 
| for and Power. 
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Ros Pho ol Wy are- Jofwritges ne- 
Mitated to Reine NF ehahves, a=Qd the 
common 
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Policy have adjudg'd; Religion, . with r6 
gardto' future rewards an pd, 
i teceliry- for the ſafety 'of Govern: 

- ments;; that they have ig 


In id enim prz cxteris 
incumbere debent, ut. verum 


Religionis cultum're&e' in- 


tituant &: venerantur. 
Difſp. lib. 1. ape 12 


' Which Profe eſſen We het Ow (faith 
Plutarch ) is. ſo neceſſar 


"Hs 8 * Srardzeus Toy 
youer TeoTy 97 n Tp 
©23y ga, & Wy 1i5oy, Ke 

Adver. Colorem. p- 1125. 
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ny Fature' eas Exits. 


common peace, 'by; armed force. . 
And'-therefore.; the; great Maſters gf 


Ef 


the firſt place (as Mat: 
cheavil. obſerves endea, 
vour'd +to eſtablith . the 
Pprofeſſjon of it {mong 


the People 


_ 
4 


S 
| = 


at: the Bt 
lief of the "gods was Fr 
firft-aud greateſt thing ti 
be confider'd of .in the cam: 
ſtitution of ' Laws. Thus 


' he) that a City: may LOS ere be 


-, Dycurgus poonidesl 5 fir | 
Lacedemonians, Numa for. 4 
ancient :/ox for the Aden, and to Þo ; 


calion for the Grecians., poſi 


without Walls , or Learning, or 
but no man- ever ſaw; a; : City pitbour” Zn 7 
ples and Prayers, \.. ..; OT ME” 
Particularly for, this! reaſon, A £90 q | 
ſerves, That Numa Pompilins Was: 1 
rated ,tq: go- an, .cxtraordinary.-.w 
work: ; that is, t9-, n, that. rage 
communion with Zgerza, and that: 
her commang 'and ion, he. War 


f. 
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þ ipdad the {444 
to-conftitute.z Prieſthood, and ap- WP nec. 'r, 
[= ſuch Orders-'and: Holy rn 2 Lib. 1- 
:advance a greater. Solemnity: and 
veneration (of the: gods. | TEE 
es Matcheirvil offers to conſideration, 
that when the World began to: def piſe 
the Oracles. of: Fupiter Ammon and z{poilo 
at Delphos, -then- men began. to be-1 ©OPH: 
ous zAndts; be'fipfof all ' + 
manner of publickdiſture, ci Imel Ex£a re fadti ſunt, 
bances. - C'S, And: then he prompti. ppl IG 
coneludes, That: Princes! _ !/+ | Pip-Jib.-1, cap. 15. 
oughr if they ihtendto,,. 'S ] 
berobeyed;'and+ta-haye their Kingdoms w_ 
quiet): to hold'their: Subjects, as muchas .." m 
Ig pollible, anclin'd and »devoted to Reli- 
L Oh SHES ea! 
We, b7 ' And it ſhonld be honed ſupgeſted, that 
46, at is We) ment to Religion, when 
joan - ito/ pe Hr :cohcern'd - 
1 | 16grves too Ju 
$47. cok 97h lewd: and eat = 
fons,'ro reproach and decry it, as on 
4 Wy contrivance of in T7 pe men to keep ia 
JJ world inorder. My anſwer would be, that 
TW ifit were-true;: it *rbuld give ſuch; a re- 
5 proach to the Divine Wiſdom and Goog- 
1 ne as nothing but a ſpite tothe belief of a 
7 W Deity.could poſſibly ſuggeſt it. For it muſt 
7-8 ſuppoſe, that either God could or-would 
; not (when all Beings were- in hishand ro 
diſpoſe 
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Wn ache: ene 

for the ' wor ſfublifians 
and welfare, bur-by wh non "capa 
city and a neceflity xo invent a lye $0;19 
it, and to put a' chevy bon ndakings to 
attgin ' that End. |: 

' But fippoſe that: in; choca 
na waysataliaffetedwiththe feaſe:(and 


perhaps the belief Joof Religipi;: ſhould 
be the Authors of :thar advioe to Prances, 


ro keep the People immorepeaceable. Qu 
- der; "would it thenoe fi , #hat;:Rolb 


ion it ſelf had-nd-read: foucidationdg:it | 
= elf, for thar and greater'Endg>Is6r.na 
known, that ſome: particular: Sar B) 


even whole parties of men,” >have: 
_ cially contrived a Religious guiſe in 


pocrify , thereby. the” better; vo [ purſue 4 
er ch 
EEE 


ends? and can-any 
nably ©: thence dedured ; 
Fryth -of the ie rat rt 


fomerti __ Is 


ing, or-there would''be: no. —_ of : jo 


tence for acceptance upon diflumit 
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Reaſons $40 ces of 
men ten igd to: "pram 
and quietly, - totheir Governours, 
and one towards another.* And thus 1 
have dilpatch'd my: Second Exception, 
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- Now w_ reaſon: why oxi Ke”. 
> my {elf tos take notice bf this! Th 
14: man as: 


, 15, becauſe:ſo 
riſtotle 'hath inibis 'Erhxks. if folici 
contended to make Contemplation 


life in this world: ' 
But to ſhew- the vanity of that pretens 
ſion, abſtra&-from the ule; that 'miay+ be 
made of it, with: reſpeCt to that ſtate of 


mind and life;: which do neceſlarily.cons: 
duce to the ſelf-ſufficient -gaod of a Fu; 
ture World, ' I offer theſe. ſeveral things | 


to con {ideration. 


Firſt let it be inquir'd i into, what ſuck! 


an operation. of mind can, in it ſelf, na- 
turally do; and then I fay, that accors 
dingly as menare difpos'd to eitheyG 


or Evil, ſo:by their Contemplative: Fg 


culty, they: may act wiſely: or fooliſhly; 


nappily or _unhappily for themſelves, -as 
all : think: fr to make uſe: of -it 


for. ks For: by:: that.-power: of thi 
mind, they- can contemplate; of God; 
his W ord, and Works, of ED ol 


Vertue, and of the happy. Events of þotl | 


or. of any. innocent-thing, that! 


ma d; 
fonably confaſt with their welfare re this 


ora following; World. . And: all this 


may. be :done-to. the. comfort and. conr \ 
"And 


rentment of mens lives. 


(ore 
eale) 2 {elfſuſfiviene Me dent tony 
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-  denaniſtrated by Ritiond Evidence. Mp - 4 
Bl And then on the other fide; -byithe 4 
XY fame Faculty,” they may contemplate or | E 
44 think on Things or ObjeQts that dorreal- 
ly - ogp-dorraborn misfortune whrwby 

viet. Thar" 'is, they may t y 
Kaye in s wor Aba, Nin heaps of - * 
miſchief together  againſt.. themſelves/ 
They may accumulatively augment: their 
own forrows1n-a fit of fadgeſs and at ano- 

of Bf ther tinieadvance an Zxtopzan Joy, as idle 
If 2nd: infignificant as a fond Dream. They 
I can thereby ſerve their fruitleſs Love, An- 
81 ger;*Fear,-and the reſt of their affections 

and paſtions, 'with imaginations, - that are 
accountable to no manner of Uſe or Rea-: 
ſon: And all: this may be done, .and a 
thouſand times worlſe,: to the diſcomforet. 

and uneaſineſs of their: own minds and - 
lives, ſo' that-the ky itſelf ts natural 

y upon. a:pure indifferency, to a&t'both: 
CAR PE" Evil of 5 «ty that ad- 

mits his mind tomake uſe: of it for either. 

Now if it ſhall appear, : (as I ſhall endea» 
vour-1t) that :no ether Objedts, upon 
whicl: it -may- be imploy'd,- but ſuch as 
bear a conſiſtency with what relates to 
a Future World; as it's only: proper en- 
couragement,” why it ſhould ſo think'or 
contemplate, can poſlibly make any ac- | 4 
count. for_the real happineſs. of humane I 
life, then whart!s AT of the pretenco 3 
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of ity ſelffuficiency, withaut:'rhe- con- 
cerns:of-fnucha State to. C KP: 7 ork 
 And{1f itbs aid, thay rhitking 
oti.cantemplative.pawer, may be'gxerg 
fed npbn Objedtsofthis preſent life, thers 
by - the: . hetiier'-to! convenicnice;"' mIaty 
worldly:affairs, :ag that, by the ute; of in; 
- he may: a them-the' more-deltberately 
2nd--prudenghy-z{-3t's granted t01be true 
Bur then ( it he'defigns-any;:Jubſtanti] 
happineſs ra hinfelf, or.: fatiafaghon. to 
kis': thoughts |}: thoſe: 'Conternplative i103 
Thinking operations, nwſt'be aged from. 
2 mind! rhat is generally influenc'd; by the 
_ *hopes+or: fedts ofthe events andi.ifiues of 
2 Future World; or it will meet the fame 
unfatisfactions in the. obtaining [ſuch ads 
vantages, tor which it's ſabject:by-the real 
enjoyment: of them. Of! which -an.a& 
count- hath been already-giyen,; - in; the 
firſt Chapter. of this Anarrlemic 5:17 Wh 
And moreover; it may be-alfſo.further 
conſidered, that) withqyt fuck aregardN 
what's to: come in} that Future State; 
the ſame contemplative.or thinking I# 
culty, when placed upon.fuck preſent Olhr 
jeAs; may rhb better -inable him-for fuch 
advantageous ſuccefies in his worldly: bub 
fineſs; 10 alfo it may capacitate hum the 
more: fubtlety-10, purſue his! ends by uw 
due: methods ; it: may help/'and i 
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demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. "147 
-him to. \cheat\. and deverve, - with more. 
artificial :dexterities, ﬆ well as manage 
with greater-prudence.:. And how few are 
therein the: World ; whom any other 
;principle 'can refrain, ' from ſuch unwar- 
rafitable ptoceedures in'their affairs, when 
.fo- vertuous'a ; perſon as Socrates ſhonld 
affirmof 'himfelf, That if he could: believe 
there were no other world, he ſhould not 
be affraid: to: dar any thing. that were un- 
juſt? - But the caſe is more fully manag'd 
in the third Argument. F 


Secondly þ anſwer, that as for 4r5/t0- 
ties way -of Arguing for his notion: of a 
preſent: (a/merisi as he calls it) ſelf-ſuſſi- 
- cient” Felicity; by the: aſe and: benefir of 
a' Rational Contemplation.” If I could 
poſſibly! think! that his Arguments were 
not purely; romantick,. and' as founded 
. upon ailſyppoſal of forthing, which" is 

altogert{dfunaccountable upon: any other 
Reaſons, but fuch,, as muſt be deduc'd 
trom-thel-believ'd acknowledgment of 2 
Future. Wozld,; Tihould. chuſc to givean 
_ attendance doevery; one. of therm, Upon 
, what other principle. could'any man al- 
tow thoſe fits of contemplation, the appel- 
lations with which4r#ofle adorns his no- 
tion, of that pretended felicity 2 As when 
mw. L 2 he 
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pi yeur—bror dee x, Wtu- the man, that exerciſeth 
porearO— \ it, is the moſt abſolutely 


148 = A Future World's Exiſtince* 
he calls it, 7he moſt perfeth Bleſſedneſi=the 


ares neu th i bleſſed ; with ſuch like 
Divine expreſſions, which can be accom- 
modable to no other kind: of happineſs, 
but what is preſum'd to be: genjoyable'in 
another world ; or otherwiſe they can no 
where be found, but in the EE where 
ſpeculative impoſlbilities exitt. | 
 Ir's true, I ſolemnly grant, that if our 
Contemplator be religiouſly diſpos'd, and 
is hopefully ſenſible ; that his Life and' 
Actions are pleaſing and acceptable ty 
the Mighty G O D, and ſoibear'a ters 


dency to his happineſs in'another World; 
Iſfay, I then grant and believe; that ſuch 


a mans contemplation, when he is me 
ditating upon the regularity ;of :his own 
ations, the excellencies of GOD's Love 
and Favour, and is recounting, the met: 


ſures of.that Joy 'and Peace, 'Love and 


Society, Which he ſhall meet withsl in 
the other World, may attain to ſuch 
degree of his minds ſarisfation, as may. 
very nearly accord with the Philoſophers 


' ligh appellatiens of fuch a thinking Ope- | 
ration. 3 
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- But then, on the'other' hand , if the 
contemplative power be'aed by a Per- 
Fonithat'is vitiouſly and immorally dif- 
poſed, there'is no peradventure, but he 
imploys it to his own greater infelicity. 
'That is; he will be apt either to devour 
his own *contentment- with invidious or 
revengeful Thoughts, or: be creating his 


in W, diſquiet with anxious Cares, or needleſs 
no Fears, or with'the like deſtructive Ope- 
er rations of his-Mind: Or, if we ſuppoſe 

"BY it to be afted by one that is of an in- 
ur offenſive and vertuous Hpymour ( up- 
nd 28 which ſuppoſition I conceive the Phi- 


nd loſopher did principally found his Dit- 
courſe of the contemplative Happineſs } 


4 yet if that man ſhall refolv\uly enter- 
d; tain no thoughts at all of, or be in no © 
<> Tanner concern'd for, the events: of a 
« future World, it muſt be.prefun'd, that 
i he. will be moſt apt always to think at 
ve WM beſt, worldly,if nor altogether vainly and 
+ FF impertinently,and in the: manner of men, 
xy | that are always talking idly , and to no 
1 MW purpole. Whereas, that Religion which 
a relates to a-Future World, will oblige 
y lum to. make Conſcience of his inward 
< | Thoughts, as well as of his overt Actions; 
.. and for ſome Reaſons, and .in many 're- 
" ſpecs, it, will-be found his Duty to give 
I his greater-attendance to avoid thoſe E- 
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vils of his | thinking Mind. |; 1 
And now, how. otherwiſe can our Exe 
ceptioner imagine, that tlie contemple> 
tive Faculty;:that GOD gave Manking, 
thould be reſtrained from ſich abfurditieg, 
or that his Thinking Mind, that is always 
buſty at work: upan one Object or ans- 
ther, ſhould - be: able ro confine ut ſelf to 
ſach only, as-tend to Vertye, and his 
own ſatisfactory , Good *and Happineſs, 
when his own unruly Paſſions and umpe 
tuous Appetites within: him , andthe 
looſe and vajn World without him, will 
be perpetually ſoliciting hina to be.thinks 
ing of thoſe other objects, that may re+ 
ally make him: unhappy, except 1t be 
from the grand: encouragement of ſecur 
ring his future and principal Intereſt in. 
another World 2 . And for - a: fuller des 
monftration of this -'Fruth,' my Reader 
may refpit his Thoughts till he is ingaged 
in the Third Argument-intended for that 
pole. Thus: the laſt Exception, "©. 1 
'And thus T'have accounted with my 
Sceptick for all his three Exceptions, and 
I think we have loſt no:ground inthe 
defence of my affertion, 'That the ratio» | 
nal faculties, and intelleQual- mind- of ' 
Man, were not given him off GOD, 
for the fake, ends, and intendments of I 
his Mortal Duration only ; ':'bur- upon a | 
-Jore 
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CHAP. 11T, 


_ Giride poſitively, That thoſe Ratit- 
nat Faeuttics wer pritfcipally | auf 
up6n the! moſt eſpecidl-purpoſe , We 


F this Ohbpter I Thatlt indeuvobr to 


5 are abied Ee an only rags 
-Sntehdments of another World: And 
«that, wheh they att evctcifed in theirmd- 


turd} Gperdrions , abort ' the attainmeric 
of the: happineſs of that ſtme, ( it will 
they will be then engaged ih 
the own molt propet” and natural. bii- 


| Heſs ahd imploymehts;”: 


' NoW;' the. moſt teafohable thiet@4d 
be urndefta kh, to dertionſirers 4 Triwiver 
this natiite ; will bs 46: thew; "That: the 
Riaibas offer'd in the” es gs —_ 
thoſe Faculties were 'ndt 


 Hhd for the fakes of #1 ho Life only; 


(which muſt have beet" revue ;- if there 
Wete-nio other to ſucceed®) are 'perfuetly 


_ folvd, when they are imploy'd abou th 


Laneerns of a Future Warld, 
L 4 And, 
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co, on thoſe Realong were. cook 

<6 nymber and method, in -ſþ 
many line for that Pres: 2 
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TN this Section, T ſhall raniad the Res 
.der--of the. firſt | Defailance of they 
Rational Faculties, upon which-I founde 
*my Firſt Reaſon, to-prove that they wew 
.not given to'Man for the ſake only; of x | 
'mortal Life ;' and; that was, becauſe th 
enjoyments of-it "could not -afford-.1 
Frm any ſettled or anne" ftisfactio ny 
t a man were mo TY 
poſſeſſed of them, much leſs provide for 
him-gny ſolid contentment, through the 
yarious Turns and Exigencies of h 
life. And then |I- alſo ſhew'd, That 
though ſuch Enjoyments might for a time 
naturally gratifie the inferiobr part of a 
Mans felf, yet that by the impropriety ar d: 
<= they bear to the Rational and:: 
part. of -his Being, '( which. is” 
rs himſelf ) they could ne: 
_ a feet the Mind with any real. or ac-: 
commodable acquiaſeence, if < natural? I 
ſatisfaction, £8 


Now, 
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gre_ by Oaks Bride: 
- Now, to confront” that- defailance., 


-0F Rational Faculties are -made- uſe of, tof 

\ | judge and chuſe the; Intereſt of: another 
World, as Man's chiefeſt Good ; and then 
be aQuually engaged for that vertuous 
and religious way of living , that natu- 
rally tends to the obtaining the happineſs 


of that ſtate, they will be found ex ; 
mo 


mentally to, enjoy as much eaſe a 
tiaction to. themſelves, as the mind. of 
Man is capable of -jn this life ; and-as 
high Objets, whoſe completion nds at ſuch 
cl 2 diſtance , can poſlibly. affect it. And 
thoſe faculties will then as naturally ac- 
in their operations, when they are 
{o;unploy'd and engag'd, as do.neceſlary 
Agents, when they attain thoſe ends, t 
which,- by natural ioftin&t;, they were 
obliggd : 'Or, as when the outward Sen- 
ksare exercisd in their NR about 
their proper Objects. 
- But my attending Sceptick- will here 


153 
b « } I vill evidently appear;,; That when ks 


except, agd ſay, That all theſe are but- .. 


oF precarious Preſumptives only ; and there- 
is" fore they. can carry no certain Evidence: 
for demonſtratian or conviction.  To- 
this Exception Iſhall anſiver ,- Firſt, That 


the-laſt Argument will give a fuller and 


"Nl more natural account of this Caſe, ( 
= | up yore pecyliar | buſineſs.) ro which a 
X _ 


' muſt -Tefere my Reader ;'6o proven ry 

 faying the ſame things over apait. * 7. 
*. 1 Bue then, Secondly, 1 anſwer, That l 
ſhalt in rhis place only offer one Titik 
Expedient, and it's as conſiderable t6' Vir 
purpoſe, as ſich a caſe tan poſlibly bem 

ro evince- a Truth of this nature ; 
cauſe the mind can only be convidedin 
its-{felf, as to what it undefſtands 6 
thinks, and can't convince 'anorher; bit: 
upon the- credit of its own diſcovery, 
And'the Expedient is this, viz. A foltinh 
Appeal to the Faith, Qenftience, and Ex. 
| perience of any of thoſe men, whs: have. 
been genietally obſerv'd to live habitual 
ly in courſe and ſtate of Vertue-emd 
Piety ; and that have foletmnly profelll 
themſelves, by wordatd deed; ro efÞdinſh 
the +3 your of atiothet _—_ as HP! 
principal and governing Intereſt ; I ay, 
co ſuch a kind © pvetin( bot A Be 
Exceptioner will, that -can- think” #fid 
ſpeak paniowng wes. Fe I {leninly ap- 
peal, todeclafe upon his conſciatice; Whit I 
Senſe he. hath had of his choice of Arch 
an Intereſt, and of all thoſs AQivns, al 
of that way of Living, which ( up6n the 
common agreetnent of. al} unprefuic'd 
Minds ) do flaturally cotiduce to rhe-hay* 
pines of a Fature World : "That is; Wh& 
ther he did ever repent himſelf, VINE 

min 
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mind: was free to judge, of the:chvice of 
that furure Intereſt.;- or|-that;-ever- he 
continued in; any gaflike; or ſerious: difla- 
tisfactions of mind, about: any ,yertwous 
baur'd to. promote and act >| Mr, whether 
be was not generally pleas'd-with him- 
{elf while he led, his; life Rrictly-in thar 
manner, and+ only; then apt to: betroubP'd, 
ifat-any-time;he-had been: furpriz'd into 
a neglect of his. Duty; on inadvertently 
qyercome. by. the ſtrength of arly/Temp- 
tations ,; to -omit-of do ; any thing} that 
might abate his: hope of his futizre Safc- 
ty;?. Or, whether. at any time,:ifhe were 
afflicted with Sickneſs, or any other” op- 
preſlive circumſtances, his: mind did not 
on. FEES. —_— —_— there 
 Reaſong reſulting from its rehigious tert- 
per, 3d ſupport. his [pteſlures' wich '\more 
, args patient. latisiaction z/ 'Þ fy, 
itſduch.a good man's ſenſe and judgment 
ay. be believ'd to be true, it's eatie to 

| Ks what: thoſe objedis are, and 
what manner. of Enjoy ments thoſe mutt 
needs. be, with which. the RationaF-mind 
you be thus fatisfaQtorily affefted and 
ph en fog ephbeet 
But my Sceptick hath yet more to except; 
and tells me, That all this may be nothing 

«{& bur-either the effect of an; ——_ 
7 | ic 
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ſtick Imagination, or otherwiſe vitiated 
Fancy, 'whereby the man's Reaſon may Ill. 
be fodiſorder'd, as that himſelf Chowks | 
neſt ſoever”) ſhould not be a competent 
Judge'even of his/ own Sentiments. Ty 
this my anſwer is, That1 graqt, that therg 
' is ſucha poſſibility of a 'man's being hins 
ſelfdeceiv'd'in his own ehoughrs') Ta if 
that were accounted atall rimes ſuffics 
ent to-controul-every affirmative Truth 
that depends upon a man's Solemn diſcs 
very of 'his own mind, there would watit 
one of the moſt conſiderable Expedients 
by which theWorldis to be kept in Peace, 
and regular Communion. And woo 
it would be conſidered , that ſuch adi 
order'd Reaſon as. our Exceptioner mers 
tions, muſt be-preſum'd to carry its own 
{ſymptoms with it, and ſo be eaſily diſco 
ny for the invalidation of the credibi 
ity of what he affirms, But we 6ffer ou 
Exceptioner toſtand to the ſenſe and judgs 
mear of ſuch an.one, whoſe well-weigh'd 
underſtanding in the management of all 
other ' his Actions, can over-rule all mans 
ner- of ſuſpicion of ſuch an uncertaih 
imagination. But then again, replies our 
_Caviller, Such a man's.Integrity may be: 
calld-in queſtion,and Who knows how far 
Hypocrifie may be baited with Tempratt 
ons of Honour, Friendſhip,or —— | 
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. Ends, to put on aþl-manner-of-taking-dif- 
&.-puiſes of Religion, and amongſt the -reſt 
BE -this'in debate * My: anfwer to this >is 
' much; rhe fame with the former, that is, 

That ſuch a falſe mind ' hatlv its'certain 
Symptoms, as: well: as a diforder'd Rea- 
fon; by: which the diflimulation may be 
[ detected , and the affirmation - may be 
"ck 8 judg'd invalid. And therefore, if 'we 
uth W grant, That when we thus appeal to-the 
ſc Faith and Conſtience of a Good man , 
ant WF concerning the 'inward' Satisfaction / of 
ats, 8 his Soul in his Religious Courſe, that we 
ace, W may poſſibly meer an' Enthufiaſtick, or 
des WI an Hypocrite; affirming the ſame thing; 


dif yet 'our arguing in'this caſe :runs no ha- 
cn zard at Fore, eteereth of -our Appeal 


wn ll ſuperſedes all danger of being” disbelie- 
co-W ved; 'for unleſs all thar live piouſly in 
by WY the "World, be” Enthuſiaſticks-or; Hypo- 
ut il crites, that is; Fools or Knaves z'wecan't 
is miſcarry in thispoint of Proof.. And 
19 FJ rhongh'ſome ſuch: Good men, ſometimes 
all W -if a Fit of deep Melancholy, -oecafion'd 


| | rgres by the il-diſpoſition* of their 
; or-by ſome unhappy Principles 
ur WF unbib'd in theirEducation ; or elſe by:too . 
be I nice and ſenſible an apprehenſion'of their 
ar oy own infirmities, "(which for want* of a 
+ WJ clear Judgment,” they cart ' at -pteſent 
y WY folve) may for atime deprive themſelves 
| fl %6 of 


» GE LOR TS E ">" wry. 7 . \X > le "4 2 - 
; es <A ; Foy WO TREEs 7g Woh Wo YO ey Ae ES ELIA 36 oa Rr ne Fre 
F0 as I ELES - DD LOIBIE PR CATOR 2 3At ade re” + SE: 5. 54 $i 
. wo - . wt :, 2 RN ot 
” : *. +07 
- - : "x 
n * 4 o -”* 
x . 5 
- ® 2 ge , C 
, b] 
p - 3 >Þ _ d by - £ - 2 ” 
; g & ” » | y b. R Þ 2 WE 
| | ; | nee. 157 
- f Y 4 
4 Y 
Py , 
, 


4 En RO WI 0p 
N 'Y 


Pt Reg TE ES eG, SERAR 
EEE BIO IK 2+. Ra pr la] 
3 4 Ib it 
q £ * " 4 
k 
ws 
7 4 
74S 


PO TO RS wo Le beth OE ABN bo we a Etats oe eS 
F Soros a He Ran oy rhe dot nf Y 5-9, * & =. Ne EY; -# N " Ny $I PINE EN 5 AVE ; bore >, 
5 \ >} £ W*. - k Y 
% ” 
>. ow : 

& A ; % 
k _ 

* 
E 5 ' 

by pt } 

PR F 
af s p , 
«4 4% 
"1 ry be 
\ » h . 
F » q " - 
% % « 

% 

4 

5 


-Yet, to be:ſure, .the:ground of their dif. 
;comfort:never arofe from-any unkind ap- 
prehenſrons; of thein hemg: yerttious:and i 
religious, of: for 'their chaice of: dnathes 
-Workd's intereſt , asitheir-principah thay ©. 
an. :but: pm were ti ole 
from: a: Fear they were not good erjouph, 
or' that, their:hopes)'of their fature' hap. 
pinefs were; not. ſo fathciently- affipid19 
their: thoughts, as they: defir'd. And.:in 
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ſ{eviotis approbation. 
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ie ;- and af; put :40/-eompetition--and 
choice, *-would, without: Tos -furlien 
doubt,,embnace: fuck; a: Conyerfariancay 
aJtadyentures/ i plots gots fb 011 5 Ol 
. And.Laſtly,, We we :{: ſecure'of- 
Emath- of all Good mens: ſarsfactions- 
d68d;; while they coninue-in: their-wars 
21615 engagements agd practices, im order 
to the: happineſs. in-anpther World; rhar 
we: dare thus. far appeal- to :moſft Evib 
men, $izen:in- their, wont feaſual: er 
3 when 
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when they have at any. time admitted - 
their own minds to ſerious Thoughts, 


(which the wart fant of ſuch men can- 


not alwaies eſcape) to declare, Whether 
| ay got theg/rhinkthat ipwerampeh 


Mey rey ie 
of Vertve z, and 
Children, for whom Eero ae rhe 
w t ve the.mo 
endear'd regart, might fo. liye>.... 
Now, Whence:can allthis be,but that 


heppicr. for them 16. have 


ſuch; religious: engagements ang, hopes 


ors tt themielyes naturally accommodgable 
to: the jntelleftug!; powers-of the Soul 2 
And that, if'a4:20y kime they. be reduced 
and-gverrul'd to embrace. the Objets 
abat;are-propen only: to the jnferiourand 
feafil Part of Man,Jit: will become fo 
uneamwural. to;'the fuperiour mind, that 
there: Will be! 3: kind--of violence dove to 
it; 2nd.like- ; Aniumels gue. of-their own 


klewens, and like Inaojmates out of their 


proyer places," it igan gever:haye any-reſt = 


py trae {atisfacgion,: til, 15s Operations be 


entertain'd.and.mpade viſe of, tor; the Cone 
cg Ooagp hangs _ Future, World. This 
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TN this Section, 'I ſhall: endeavour 46. 
2 confront the ſecond defailance of the 
Rational Faculties, upon! which I fours | 
ded' a reaſon to evince, that' they were 
not given, for the Sake; Ends, and Ins 
rendments of Mans mortallife only, atid 
that was, becauſe althe 'proper Materi- 
als, and'fieceſſary 'Conſtitutives of ryang. 
Well-beitig in this world, and 'which ate 
univerſally *celebrated- as ſuch, were'not. 
by-Divine ordination certainly, if at /all 
| really; placed in'mens power, by the-uſe 
p of thoſe faculties, 'to obtain them whed 
B3 they did moſt diligently ſeek after them, 
4 or fpectally need them. -But to ſolve this 
defeQ-to our preſent purpoſe, and theres 
by to' demonſtrate, -that' the intereſt and IU © 
intendments of another world, were the. y. 
principal End 'why God ' Almighty- gave ll © 
choſe Rational qualifications to mans Nas. 
ture, it will appear, *that the choice of. br 
the other-worlds happineſs; and theaQu-' I : 
al performance of all ſuch Vertuous and i ©* 
Religious methods, as naturally conduce, 
ro the aſlur'd acquiſition of it, are-all. 
placed in mens capacities by the uſe of- 
thoſe intelleEtual powers; as ſufficiently - 
to 
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own free :eleftian. |. 1 k 
:: It:was 'before+ ſuggeſted, - that every 


min could: not-at his choice, and- upon 


his: beſt endeayour be certainly Rich and 
Healthful, :hkve Profperouſly: and Peacea» 
bly, -when-he- pleas'd : But' no men-in 
his. Wits can queſtion, , if he allows him- 
ſelf the free uſe of his Reaſons Autho- 
rity (which the intereſt and incourage- 


Ment of another worlds happineſs can at 
all times admit him: to,' as- will be made 


tyident inthe next Argument) he may 


hve Vertuouſly;and Religiouſly if he will 


refolve upon .it,] and diligently attend-it ? 
What can hinder:his Pious intentions, .or 
prevent his; Vertuous reſolutions, or fru- 
frate their conſequent Happy, events, bus 
his own'wilful retuſal, ſo ro. hve and act 2 
he-can always in the midſt of all diſcou- 
ragements, a Juſtly and Honeſtly, live 
Soberly and Peaccably, and do any thing 
elſe, that may; diſpoſe him for. the hap- 
pineſs.of another lite, if he. will mprove 
the, uſe. of his .choiſe by {Kh Counſels,, 
as his underſtanding mind. can. ſuggeſt to 
um. - Of that-poſlibility he is ſecure. - But 

e cannot-always act ſucceſsfully. in' his 
nearelt concerns for his mortal Well-be- 
ng, of thole advantages he hath natu; 
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to: nnderſtand-and judge, ſo-alfo as defign- 
edlyto'chuſe and pur-in practice at:their | 
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«62 ® 4Futve World's Exiftece. | 
_ rally no aſſurance. What man can beces] 
tain of enjoying one hours Health mor, 
or of Bread for another daies ſubſiſtericy, 
or of his very Life for three moments 
to come? A thouſand unthought of Av 
cidents may-diſcontinue his-poſſeſſion of 
thoſe, and all other his preſent enjoy- 
ments; and it were an oe cuſable BS 
ly. in him; if he did notallow his mind 
a liberty fo: to think. But all his En> 
mies, whether Devils or Men, cann@; 
by all the power they have, diſſeize hi 
ot his Vertuous purpoſes ,-:and an innþ 
cent and religious Mind, unle(s he will 
wilfully chute to conſent ito his own 
miſchief, and defignedly become his own 
deadly Foe and'Traytor;-if he'turns nt 
firſt -his own Devil, the powers of Helll 
can never hurt him. - + Þ 
It's true, the great man may diſcharge 
kim of his imployment'to- his unding 
and he may throw him/upon his pd 
tent Malice and Revenge to his Rumi 
bur it is not in his power to deprie 
him of his oo or his Charity ; \«f 
_ his Juſtice or Sobriety, or-of' any-othe 
vertuous or religious Qualifications, «fl 
Jntendments whatfoever : Of thok 
GOD hath made him naturally HB 
own Soveraign and Maſter, and in-dait 
ger of no. other Being, tro raviſh or ex 
rort. them from him. - Upon 
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| : MA Raede Evilence. WY; 4 

+; Upon: the ſuppoſition of this Truth; 
| @ is Thar: a wiſe and good Memo 
gecount it::not only unkind;, but 'vevy 
barbarous;/'to reflect: upon; 'or:: upbrazd 
the Unfortunate, as to'this world;:thet 
is, they :dan't reproach Men A 
unhealthful ,.or 'contempible ;; poar- 
deform'd, becauſe they can't 24s = 
ther ſuck ughappy men could ever:have 
-gvoided thoſe hard and oppreſſive cireume 
ſtances: of :cheir lives; bur: every.one is 
ready to blame andfaccuſe thoſe that are 
impigns and immoral; becauſe they are 
re: that ſack men muſtatt their own 
micarrjages and: misfortunes, in contra» 
dition'to:the uſe they: imijght _ made 
of their .owa wnderftandings ; and _in- ops 

to that poſſibility-of living other - 

Wi Yod Almighty had as'cer* . 
ainly allowed them, asthat ever he hat - 
given them any Rational Minds ac all, or 
'Natural Capacities to ignprove it; 7: 
And" if that. poſſibility were noriper-' 
we mitted them , it would þe- not .only- a 
on to the Divine Goodneſs, 
lf bur- ic: would. fo evacuate all manner of 
my ral oblkgatiog to be good or vertiious, 
as thar there could tot be in moral cog- 
I fideration, any. fuch thing as Verrue or 
any Vice at all;. much Jeſs-any true reaſon 
x of Reward or Punithinem, trom: any Ati- 
pon M 2 thoritative 
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 thoritative Judge-or Arbiter whatſoever, 
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And therefore .as: an Evit: man,” if he 
could :ndt have'voluntarily avoided his 
being Vitious;-ought not injuſtice to'be 
repated a. criminal, ſo neither-catt any 
one that is Verturnus, if he might not haye 
beeworherwife; if: he would, : have any 
more jult title-to that:denomination, than, 
if one: ſhould go about to applaud: the ins 
nocency of. a Stone-'or. Flower. 7 1} 
. Now, if our-Exceptioner ſhould alledge, 
Thar that diſtinQiot between things 1n 
and out of our-Power and: Choice, : de: 
pends'only-upon'a:Scheme of a. Theolo. I ©; 
gy" formally digeſted, -the more ſpeciouſ iſ | M 
Iy'to impoſe 'upon- mens credulity; 'as in 
oghers, . {o in this particular Caſe. - + 
\My anſwer is,that T ſhall prove thecon- 
trary, by offering to him the ſence Wrhe 
Heathen Philoſophers themſelves, who 
could nat eſcape the reaſonableneſs and I tl 
apparent. neceflity of allowing /ſuch-3 WY: 
diltintion. * $8274 <7 tot oY 
Firſt, Epietus lays it down as & Prin» 
-  ciple in the firſt-Chapter 
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of his Enchiridion; That Il :( 
ſome things 'were 'not_ in 
our power, as Money, Glory, 
Dominion, &C..' and. ſome th 
things were in our power, 


as Defrre and Averſation, | and indeed. all i, yi 


oar 


» 


demonſtrated by Rational, Evidence. , 165 

our * own" Works or - Atttens.::, By which 
he eſpecially means ſuch as: are morally 
either. Good 'or Evil,':as" Simplictus {.ex- 
Plains his Meaning ; and thence he often» 
times aſſerts,; That ithat: hiberty of | Chdieq —*e 
i hid oue' and. the other to ht: ſuchas vo erg 

' whatſoever, Car ether. 'force Mt: -04 nuts &= 
the ove hand, or- reftrain it on the: other... 3 4 
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- Antoninus affirms the' " bak poſi- 
tively declares, That" in every Place and 
time 'y and "preſent 'caſe, it is put ta alt Tex# 6 * 
Mens power to deal'one pith another,” if Inrexas 
cording to what ts Right ' an Tuſt.” 99\3 int obj t- 
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But. Cicero. moſt elegantly explait 
his calc, and. Eekaiegs the di 
Dt at _g 1,thangs f hag are. ndFat our Com, : 
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M 3 yet 


od abſolutely in, the power of thoſe facuk ? 
- -— ties toat and attain at pleaſyre. Alway 
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yet hath it in. his power to: do good and for 


ay | thin 

now Loving ſecur'd this:Point by 

the common-conſent of theſe famous Phy 

_ loſophers, my Reader will cafily be con 

' vine'd of the trath of that diftini 

- ppor-which-Thave-endeavour'dto'f 

- the main ſtreſs of my Second Reaſon; w 
thoſe Ratjonal Faculties were pringpalls 
and on the moſt ſpecial purpoſe giventy 

Mankind, for. the ſake, and intendments 
of a Future. World. And that was, be 

- gauſe whatſoever. is ſuppoſed to. conduc 
ta the happineſs of. that Statg, is only 


Lego *d;, that”. herein we .only_ di 
the ſence of thoſe Philoſophers, chat 

He þ ofal 6f that Futtre nd On K 

netefarily vitedin the mind res of 
tige and aQuate-rt for the perk 

47 oy Religions arid Vertnthe fander 

kings The: lt of Which the next 

| gument 48 defitnet to*Evince:" 
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IN which I am obli 'd to take no- 
.. tice of the. third ance of the 
IntelleQual and Rational Faculties ( men- 


'tion'd in. the Third Section of the 


Firſt Chapter) when they are imploy:d 
and engaged. in their uſe and opera- 
tions- for -the concerns only of Man's 
mortal duration. And that. was becauſe 


it's obſerv'd, when a man's Mind and 
Life are: wholly taken up for the ends, 


purpoſes, and enjoyments of that ſtate, 
Shout any regard at all to what. re- 
lates to the events of a Future World, 
ſuch a perſon will hardly eſcape this 
doing many , if not moſt things, that 
ppon the account of Rational Judgment, 


- muſt at beſt be bur vain and trifling, if 


not-(as it moſt generally falls out) dire» 
ly fooliſh and abſurd ; and alwaies be- 
neath the wiſdom and dignity of thax 
Reaſon, with which GOD hath naty- 
al. codew'd humane Souls. 

d upon this pregnant Obſervation, 
we endeayour'd to found a Reaſon to 
prove," That thoſe Faculties of the Ratio- 
nal Mind were not likely to be given ta 


Mankind for the fake, ends, and intend- 


ineats of their mortal Durazions only; | 
M 4 which 
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168 *© © A FutureWorld's Exiſtence © 
which muſt be fo, if no. World in Fu- 
ture. SIT -051%; 

Now, on the contrary, to proye, That 
thoſe Faculties were given principally, 
and upon the moſt ſpecial end, for the 
intendments 'and butinets that relate to 
that ' Future State, it will manifeſtly aps 
pear,” That when Men 'do 'engage thoſe 
Faculties in their uſe and operations 
upon ſuch defigns and purpoſes,: and d6 
1nall things, govern themſelves by thoſe 
"meaſures , ur their ations will be all 
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that while the effefts of genuine Wib I © 
dom, and ſuch as will become' the Pri> MW 4 
'dence and. Dignity of a Reaſonable Crea- © 1 
ture. - So that, by the regularity of ſuch IM 
a Conduct, 'they ihall never habitually MW t 
continue to think; ſpeak,' or do any thing W | 
«that is abſurd or fooliſh, or of which they a 
hall ever have cauſe to repent; to their MW 'n 
"own ſhame and ſorrow. : And therefore W -* 
"Kt, is concluſively true, "That to be 'Wil © 
-and Good';” to live Religtouſly and" In W © 

' relligibly ; to-a@ by the Inflience of'a IM 
Future States Belief, and by the Conduit I ' 
-of right Reaſon; - do all, as to practice, M 1 
inert the-ſame purpoſe, and-do all re M Y 
quire the fame meatures and ways of W © 
'Hving. ENT; | | | [2% 4 :k 
And here, by the way, we may ob il 

. ſervea wonderfyl Contrivaace of Mer6y © t 


in 
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demniſtrated by Rational' Evidence. v6gj 
in our Good and'Wiſe' GOD; that He 
' Thould pleaſe ſo far to conſult, not only 
hat E the poſlibility, but- even the eaſineſs of 
ly, B Man's attaining his Chiefeft Good and 
the E Felicity , as that the Condirionals and 
to Methods of its attainment ſhould be fo 
ap i accommodableto the Powers and Princi- 
ole | ples of his Nature, that the diſcretion and 
ns | priidence of his very mortal life ſhauldge- 4 
do i nerally depend uponhis deſigns and endea- 3 
oſe © voursto be made Happy in another World. J 
al WU © But if an©Exception ſhould” be here 
oftrd againſt this Obſervation, by al 
edging, That there may perhaps be as 
many men, who acknowledge the. Exi- 
ſence of a furure State, 'and-/that ſome- 
times do pretend* to the hopes''of being 
Bleſſed in rhar' Life, that''dovas many 
abſurd** and- fooliſh things? 4s'- other 
'men. © My Anſwer 1s, - 0699 - 
.-* Firft, That probably ſome Tich- ai 
'ons 'may- but ſtem: ſo, in the invidious 
'or - miſtaken opinion of Worldly and 
Senfual.Men:” But then, - 5. 
"Secondly, If many aGQions of ſuch -Be- 
lievers ſhould happen to be really fooliſh, 
yet they mult be- then'preſanrd to mif- 
'carry only in their Wiſdom,'-when they 
_ kept not to the+plain Paths! of 'Vertue, 
and/oppoſed theinatural Influence, which 
the Faith and Hopes of another World 


IDE WIT WS OTE: $- 


x as Is « 5X5 XN — BEL Ts 
_— It CS HT 
8 | Rey 141 
ah a - vY- \ . 
” on 


1zo -— 4 Futwe World's Exiſtexe. | 


\ 


might have made upon their Minds angfj 
Lives. | Had they been ſteady 'in th wy 
 AQtings for that end, they bad never 
ceaſed to be Wiſe, as well as Good... $9 

| that mens deviation from the Rules. of 
' Religion, duth not only make them Sn 
ners in Guilt, but makes them Fools ig 
Practice and real Notion. __ FR 

. But, becauſe this general and preſump. 
tive way. of Arguing may be thought 
unſufficient for Conviction ; therefore, s 
before, my merry Neighbour dreſs'd up 

- for me 2 parcel of filly Warldlings, ang: 
Senſualliſts, that -were adventuring for 
2 preſent pretended Happineſs, in: they 

-proper Sportful Garbs, ſuch as for their 
ollies chey deſerv,d to wear ; So, now i 
let my ſerious Thoughts attempt a ds 
ſcription of that man's Wiſdom , -who 
hath improv'd his intelleQual powers, tg 
think and hye the intent and intereſt of: 
another World. . Let me delineate, ig; 


= 
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- Firſt, I ſhall begin with him in «he 
:nſtances.of all his Social Capacitics, and 
that becauſe hs Prudence and Felicity is 
therein. the more remarkably expreſsd 
and enjoyed. | | 
' Arid the firſt ſhall be of that, which 
concerns the greateſt of his Social Inte 
reſts. And then I demand of Mankind | 
to-judge, whether the man mult not be 
accounted Wiſe and Happy , 'who- never 
was- juſtly expoſed to the hazard of be- 


ing brought upon the S for - 
ing ug) upon rage r-any SS 


ords , or Mutinous- Practices 
Thar never could be charg 'd for. _ 
a Nation into Blood and Confuſion , by 
| endeayouring to diſarm his Prince ofthat 
Sword, by which he ſhould be able to 
his People, from ang that vio- | 
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192 © A Future World's Exiſtece |. 
Temptations of -difcontent and froward-} the 
neſs,to act the contrary. WD | 
_  ©Or, ( which is next in concern for So} ſo; 
cial Wiſdom ) Is not hea wiſe: and hap rec 
py man, that hath choſen to bear a part I vic 
ina neighbourhood of-univerſal Peace; iſ on 
' Where, .if every one were conducted” by W ni 
a Religious Fear of GOD, there can'be 
no'ſuch ofkence given or taken as; may 
at anytime interrupt ir? Where Juſtice 
acts every ones right, and Mercy pro 
vides: for every ones need : Where all 
are obliging one! another /with' mutual 
Civilities and Kindneſs ; and witha cons; 
mon :and reciprocal defence and: guard 
of every Neighbour's Peace and Pro 
- Or; (which is the. laſt caſe: of Social! 
Prudence and Felicity) Is not he : 
Wiſe, who a&ts his: part! in a-Family-of 
an: Angelick Communion- ; That : 6; 
where' nothing inhabits; but quiet;:cheets 
fulneſs;-and'/contentment : :where every: 
one-iri the Houſe [is conſtantly acting: 
; _— —_— g_ — 
wis, jealouſies, or '{pit 4 & 
 lings;; but the whole. Houſe is full-'of 
ſweet; joy ,, and'' mutual endearinents::of: 
Reſpect and Love 7 rl hn ED 


Now, 
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: Now;-if we enquire what" 1t' is.,'-upon 
the -account- of which, we may' adjudge 

every Member ofithoſe Societies to' be 
So 8 fo Wiſe and Happy: as: I have: repreſen 
ap-MJ ted them; the whole: reaſon of it 1s - ob- 
yious z for it 1s' no more, but that every 
one that bears a part in ſuch Commu- 
nions, would :be :Good, : and make .Reli- 
gion :hns/main. 'cencern, and the Happi- 
nefs.of a/ Future World: his principal 
im and intereſt, and the buſineſs, with- 
out; more: ado, ':is done. Ir is nothing 
but; mens deviations from: thoſe'intend- 
mentsand. praQtices, that can'expoſe any 
Societies to thoſe Follies, which muſt-ne- 
ceſarily diſorder: the chappy compoſure 
of all: Communions::: 

But to: come:to an Examioatioa of that 
Wicdomy which in. a' more Perfonal re- 
ſpe; concerns' Mankind. . And then 1 
demarid again, whether is not that' man 
truly Wiſe-and Happy, who admits Fem- 
perance; to the government of | all-his 
meals; inthe day, 'and thar at night lays 
himſelf down to [ſleep upon a chaſt Pil- 
low':; and that regulates all other. his na- 
tural actions by; a':rational judgment ? 

"And; Is not he. the: ſame ,*thar- can - 
| keep. up the credit. of an unſuſpeCted 
fidelity, and never: offended God: = ver- 
wous Ears, with loud Oaths and: Impre- 
cations, 
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in a pretenes, the —_—_ of 
+ cure it Þ- And then, Whoſe: venati 


and placable Sout - can, upon the groitet 
provocations, {0 allay ib his Paſſions, 'as hot 
to incumberhis mind with any trouble 
ſome Intrigues of Revenge ; and; if poſ 
ſible, to prevent the chargeable atteſt 
dances, with which the Laws 'vexation 


periods do-too much afflict the conteys 
tions World 2 115 

And, Mult noc Mankind judge him 
Wie and Happy, that doth nor perple 


hismind with ſuch anxious cares und 
fears, as may create in.him an habitul 


diſcontent, abpur the meaſures of hispts 


ſent quality and manner of ſubfiſtence? 


That3s, Lhat can really and ſatiefaRtire 
. ty. judge his Allotted: Habitation,.'(& 


what: figure ſocver at 15 ) 2s acceptable 


tohimiclf, as the Great man's ſplendid 


Palace; And be fſo-fully content with 
the :litthe Income he enjoys, as never» 


with | with 2 {gh to be Maſter ofanorher 
man's more plentiful | Fortune ':- And 


withal, who makes the moſt 


aſſurance for the i\continuance. and 4a . 
provament of his own; and for x: Pro- 
viſion for his Children when he's/ pone; 
of whoſe welfare he contentedly j dpeh 


himfelf as certain, as that G'OD:'Ab 


mighty 


A ——————— 


——” 
w_ 


ET EEESEESS 22 — £8 Ei 8 Li _ TR 


| ; — os | 
might) hath paſs'd His Promiſe for it? JT 
| Anc be then that have challeag'd 
the World to-pive. any famous inſtances 
Ethe c1on- of His Word. 

'Bur,” fuppoſe- our Good: man to be 
nlac'd by Providence in the Loweſt or- 
der, and that he ' muſt labour' for his 
daily. Subliſtence ; Is not 'he as Wiſe 
und Happy as his quality can admir, 
whoſe peaceful Soul and pious Content- 
ment can make his fweet Steep in' the 
night compenſate for his wearineſs im 
the 'day ; and" chat can take o'r 
pleaſure in rhe” hautgouſt of his dearfy- 
pe _—_ mp nun on om 

WwWnen T are puffing over 

their nauſeating Varieties ? Whoſe cheer- 
ful dependance upon God, 'to provide 
for his Children, ſuperſedes all manner 
of anxious ſolicitude ; knowing that for - 
' their concern ,- ke ſhall nor be-affefted 
Wirh thoſe invumbrences: of- mind to 
which the Rich- are-fubje@, when they 
are torturing their heads with fears of 
lnving their Honours we preſait;and their 
Fortunes afterwards, © Id, 


"To. be ſhort, Pompey wade: fd 
wiſe, that his Innocency gives tim Oheer- 
fulneſs; his br romaning porn Love; 
and ins Fidelity, Truſt ; whoſe Induftry 


* gains 


ng 3» 


A Puhee WALFr Exits 
" enamel 
fuch- a Friendſhip, 'as may ſupport him 

" trill he hatlrendedhis-Labours, and ety 

chang'd/thern\for a-perpetual Reſt. Now 

that- Poor:;man., / that» cheriſheth a; Gon» 

» ſam hope of another Worlds s Happinely 

and lives: acedrding : to the expectation 

of it, cannot but be. ſuch an one. as-| 

have deſcribd:. him 4 and then; Who 

lives, that is Wiſer and; Happier than hea, 

And s; Doth»not that man; deſerve-the 

reputation of being Wiſe:;. who. lives. & 

inoffenſiyely; as: ftoutly to defie all magy 

ner of, inſtances of ſhame. or cpvert 3.19 
whom!'a'Whitperer, or;the,invidious {cry 

tinies of the malicious, can give. no cog 
cern ; Thayis not {alicitous, if the. 

| of his whole Soul ſtood, alwaies unlock 

or thar. all. the moral aCtions of; his 4 

lay common-to every. Eye; and whoſy 

innocency renders. a fake rumour, orig 

cauſeleſs decuſation, ſo. far from bei 

vexation to him, that . he. only hear 

pities the-follies of mens malice, cncny 

« ready forgiveneſs, pers nor. his. | 

ſions to W's and.argelt his ſleep, - A 

at any't diſorder the. ſteady, Ns 

per of his migd2?-. . | 

Further; Is not he a- wiſe and Happy 

man, who, when the. 'Wortd is alarm 

with the evil Tidings, N National: bancs 

AnCces 
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6s cheerfully interprets , That all 
s ſhall-be m0 with him in theend, 
ever God: hall pleaſe ſhould come 


to Ny 

f pinty y ; Is nbt he highly wiſe for him- 
Wt, who hath provided beforehand a 
Store of Contentment to'fupport his pa- 
rice, when 'Sickneſs, or any kind” of 
Mixhreune frat invade his Health, or 
pair his Plebty ? And that hath "aid 
Pi a 'ſftock of Reaſons and Argu- 


2dy to refieye his tinpleaſant Thoughts, 
when he-fhal {1 begin to feel hisClay-Ta- 
Wk reel with age ; and- when his 
He is grown incumber'd with the fence 
&fall i its degaying circumſtances 2. And 
then; thar can fearlefly make the gradual 
= of his laſt and neceſſary pe- 
to be thought only ſo many fteps 
advance towards his everlaſting Reſt, 


Sfhe bliRfil ſtarcof a following world. 


And fittalfy,” when heis come ro the laft 

| Br of rk mortality, that hath ro con- 

of doubt _—_ A Puture World's 
Exiſtence ; 
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Exiſtence.; | 7 
ſuch. guilt, . as may. ruffle his Thoughts 
v with the amazing fears of the Divine 
2 Vengeance ; nor. doth. any.Horrour ſex 
: bis Ready Hope > And.in, the laſt gaſp-: 
ing moments, when the .World's FaQars 
for preſent Pleaſures and Proſperity, an 
with a _ diſordered reaſon. uttering, * 
E broken Expreſſions of their laſt and hey 
|» . vy Farewel ; then ſhall our Wiſe man 
= be admiring his mighty. Creator's Love 
and Goodneſs, with ſuch: a,joy and 
tisfaction, as ſhall, if not-wholly removg, 
. yer fo allay. all the natural Terrours af 
| . Dying, that he ſhall go out of the. world 
a as cheerfully as a "Traveller, when he ham 
- - reach'd his home ; and hall leave all 
: his mortal affairs and enjoyments behind 
him, with the fame unconcernedneſs that 
a Pilgrim removes, from: his laſt nights 
Lodging. + * io 
'Thus I have drawn a. reſemblance to 
the Life, of that man's Wiſdom , whole 
Mind and Life are govern'd by the great 
Intereſt of another. World, and bythe 
Rules of ſuch. a Converſation as . nattþ 
rally conduce to the attainment of it, 
And though it can't. be preſum'd , that 
he ſhould eſcape all humane inadver- 
tencies, and caſual miſtakes in the: mas» 
- 'nagement , of his habitual Vous and 
1cty 
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View; 0 which the: beſt of 'men are 
1  whieh:;may ſomewhat. 
| abaethe: Ye ion-ofan ebfolute Beauty, 
et thoſe.errours, beingino parts; buton- 
i= otay the Feature, the comelineſs of 
S repreſentation may. nevertheleſs, not 
be- the leſs acceptable, and. perhaps the, 
more graceful, becaulſe-it's:the' moſt - -Na- 
tural and genuine figure of a'Good/ man 
on this:{ide 'of 'a Future World. :. - | 
- Butiall chis while; I have almoſt-for- 
got to; confront, what I. offer'd in the 
Third Sefton of the.: Firſt CEbapter, where 
arguing',../That the, Rational. Faculties 
wers not likely to-be given to Mankind 
in their! uſe and operations! for the. de- 
ge bukinels, and ends of Man's mortal 
Life only; becauſe.it was generally. ob- 
ſerv'd, That where there was no concern 
at all for. another : World, .and that,men 
ated. according, tothe influence af ſuch. 
an unconcernment,. the. greater. propor- 
tion, that ſuch men- had. of either .com- 
plexional, or acquir'd. /intelleQual Capa» 
cities, their. degeneracies to Folly would 
" moſt commonly appear to be {o-. much 
the.greater and fouler, and their, ations 
and practices ſo much the more remark- 
ably abſurd and fooliſh. 
And now, to improve our preſent Ar- 
gung for a future World, and to ſhow, 
N'z 'That 


F 


- CYBRN... - $: 63 -$P. - m- W + © : © man 
4 = «4 " hy : £2 

; X 5 $ C b 1 Fact | * $2 56 

| , ts SG a Re: 


ee LCD 1 Een, Wd EE ea eh ane re SORE ces ot AE © San bs gg Es Eh bu ad Les AA. 
\ 4 ts WS, : T8; N <P FS FI $E 2 LE 2h op F-3f9 Ge End RE Gr Int + OS Or We "290, 1 8 IE © 
F N Eh aL ; K. - - - 5 * 
net hs >»; RA) s . . p e . * } _ © 
2 TONES p) . Ls \ c 
44 Ne > | | F X : 
ww 4 pe -» = F 
4 ; © FE 
= Co : 
: 


That 'thoſe Rational Faculties were 


cipalty ; and'on:ptizpoſe, | given.'or thus 
account, wecart fffirm, That it is 'note- 


riouftyobſerv'd; tlptias Goodimenftiiride 


are advanced withk-rrore knowing quali 


_ fications and iffgenious underſtt 6 


they do '(pericrafly a@ their vertuous ark 

religious Intendiments, with Wiſdoth 
ifrcomparably #bove- rhe common riieas 
ſures of - ſich as #re qualified "bur": witty 


ordinary endowments, though thoſe Per- 


ſons ſlould be in fo degree Iiiferiohrito! 
the moſt ingeti oe Bow the upfiphtneſsof 


their 'minds and=Iives. For '{uel}*mets 
knowihg- judicious "rminagery of" theit 
Verties, will not only cyeate'& bare n& 
ceptableneſs of; *Þut they inuft' gives 
conſpictious Lufttt *to' their lives and 


praQices: by which4hey wilf {6 adofy 


all bi he's of their GoodneBs} that 
they cinnot eſcape'their being ſpecially 
mark'd out for Loveand' Hononr; * If 13 fs 


( 


"Andtherefore, fiick' mer 96! got! offyi 
live oy but the Hadoti of rij6ir Nas 


cure, and by their wife and unblameable. 


converſitions, they tike off the pris 


dices and exceptions that are daily ofier'd 


againſt Religion it Self, to which*the it- 

diſcretions of men of ordinary —_ 

may have oftentimes exposd it. But,, 

< among 'all the fgnal Excellencics: _ 
| atten 
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_ attend ,and+1 adorn an; ingenious Picty,, 
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hours in Courtihips/ and: iGallantiogs,..in 
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nothing more remarkable, than 


the wiſe uſe and difpoſure of Time; which 
like; #he- Rational Faculties :. themſelves, 


was principally given to Mankind, for 


ture. Worlds And it's for want of that 


- proper buſineſs, that-it. ſo often becomes 


uneakie and burdenſome: to ſuch men, as 
are in no order of -mind to make uſe of 
it For - that eſpecial. purpoſe ; and-thar 
ſometimes to ſuch a degtee of uncaſineſR, 
that their very Lives. themſelves grow 


_ tirelame; $0 their own - Thoughts. So 
_That-werti it not for. that; reaſon , that 


Time ) was allow'd Man principally for 
the lake..of: another. World::to folve the 
doubt; it: would: make one ſtand ama- 
zed to: think :;; that Creatures  endow'd 


- With a;Rational- Underſtanding, ſhould 
| teen to umploy it about adti> 


08s: that are. ſametimes: ſo troubleſome * 
and Ge, and at other-times fa:chile 
diſh-and Gly, that they:bear no mort tor 
wards-manly ends, - than; :the dancing 
ofa -bubble;: or the putrfiit of : ! Ely. 
Henee it is,| that men. unconcetni@foria 
Future World do ſometimes ſwine: away 
their . Time in” drink and-debaucheries - 
while others are triflingoft their precious 
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nicer-dreflings; afid other Gal: 
ſures.: por-ab fire they all niuſt wl [vi 
away the ſweet*n mornings, 5 leſt-that ho 
rious:-feafon- ſhould ? attack: their: minds _ 
wath the ſenſe* of theirs midnight: foole- Wn 
ries Theſe,” agd-ſuch: as thele, care the: be 
re 
fu 
th 
M 


pitiful ſhifts which men unconeern'd: for 
£4: Furure 'Life//are'- fain to buſy their 
time-away with ſomething Tut LO "er 
thing to the purpoſe.- * 3 
\\Now, ori the-other hand, bw hapy | 
Jy will men, whoſe minds are' advanc FF 
in higher degrees of thinking and: judge. Il . 
ing underſtandingly,/whenthey are: Als ot 
Vertuous and*Good !' I ſay; How' hap 


pily will thoſe men be-able to'cogage i v4 
themſelves in| ſuch a wiſe managery-of Wl -, 
their time, as'may* ſecure thenv' not on if 1, 
ly-from finding-it a burden -to-their own e] 
Thoughts, but from being tempted/t6-i ,; 
. throw' it away upon ſuch -unaceounts Wy 
ble. miſadventures. To prevent” which Y 
inconveniencies | they can.:ingeruouſly II .c, 
cy their time into various:Apart* W + 
ments, and ſucceflively diſtintPeriods, WM 

ter to.alleyiate;the' ſlow Progreſs K 

NI their: hours:::i/That is, 'they/ can ſt I ; 
out/theſe days'and: hours for Devotion; . 
Thoſe! for the Offices of ' doing Good, IW 4, 
or for ſecular imployments 5 'and- theti WF . 
ſome for _"_— 0p friendſhip and'ci- i , 
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vil converſation ; others again for inno- '- © - 
cent recreations and 'divertifermment. © All 
"which wiſe diviſions' of Time, will ſhut 

out all occaſions! of its 'diſimprovement 

to weak and filly purpoſes ; and (which 
being 'once made eafte by an-habituated 
nn, they ſhall as delight- 

fully reciprocate-thoſe ſeveral Duties in 

their proper ſeaſons, as they do their 


| I 


& . 
o 

le * 
. 

—- 


Meals or times of Reſt. -* | 
And then all this while; how- pleaſant * 
and ſatisfaory/ will the uſe of time thys 
wiſely, becauſe religiouſly mangg'd, be to 
'their own'Minds and Conſciences ? ' And 
with what a raviſhing contentment will 
they recount ſuch ſpent hours, when old 
Age ſhall 'allow thern -little elſe to 'do, 
but to think of what is'paſt 2 But then 
chiefly, How "will ſuch" Thoughts alle- 
viate the” horrour of their 'dying Scene, . 
when they ſhall 'go 6ut"of ' the- World 
with 'Minds'full of Hopes *of the © long- 
expected Returns-of: a'\ well-ſpent Tithe  ;* 
k > f Sci FEE | 
k And now having diſpatch'd the deſign * ' 
7 and import of this Laſt Section, Who is - 
\ 1t thatcan call in queſtion the judgment 
#5 Wl of the Sacred Revelation, when it 1o of- 
ten declares the diſtinQtion of the Good 
and Evil, by the ſevere diſcrimination 
of Wiſe and Fool ; or; that Repentance 
N 4 thould 
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LO ig (38 fhe T PA ) The ic yy | 
ens me Ant telly, Wes Foul agy 
man wil pn boy iy concluſive Se Sentence 
of the wiſe. Hcclehaſtes.,. when he. deter 
mines; That fo. fear God. and to keep Hly 
Commandments, is not only the pr FN 
+  - Expedient;of alt huma Hoppe, bu 
that it is that, by wal may il 
live up,to,-and attain the Son Man his own 
nature, as, he is. a Roy 6 and arbitits 
ry. Creature 2... faith the Tex, 
—TW 'This1is (not the whae] Ins asit's ſomſy 
hor. Hines interprevel, but: aus Men » Of 
Ed. AS Ariftptle, (diſcourſing | of Nall I 
Scptwag- own notion? whether he thence yoU 
ee is or cal in his Revlon comply'd with 
"It, uſs,of almoſt the ſame wordg: 
hes = is a F' fo Premiſe 
being Y » iv. Us ey: 
as the ER 
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fe The Conclufion. 


; T Hat is, if it be ſufficiently proved, 
that the Rational Faculties 4 ' Mans 
mind, by which. he is eſſentially himſelf, 
were not. given 9 Almighty GOD to Man- 
kind, for the Sake, Ends, and Intendments 
only of their Mortal Lives ; as it appears 
in the Firſt Chapter : | 
And if thoſe pretentions for a ſufficient 
wſe of thoſe Faculties in ſeveral concerns re- 
lating to a mans Mortal Life be as ſuffici- 
ently over-ruled and anſwered, as it is in 
the Second Chapter : 

And then if it be poſitively proved, as i 
the Third Chapter,that thoſe Faculties were 
"given to Mankind, principally, and on the 
moſt Special purpoſe for the Sake, Ends, 
and Intendments of ſomething that is Future ; 
what can be ſuggeſted to Doubt, But that God 
hath moſt ccertaznly conſtituted the exiſtenie 
of a Future State ? | 
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gave bim that mitted Duration ; al 


then oblig* d naturally to enjoy bis Bu 6 


ing in ſuch. ſocdak(omnmtnnionT, mk 


univerſal.  Wel-f: ould . neceſſar 
deperd- upon SU Pertvouſh 


with another : and = in which id 
World, "it was" not 'puſſible for him 
meet - any fuffictnt *Encouragements «fl © 
be to oblige him fo to live. "l 

if nothing el/e elſe 6m ſolve the { indicain 
of thoſe” Divine \ Mtvibutes*; but © ah 
the "ackriowleds Ly Kg wm of 4. 


State, "whoſe Rewards and Panhmint 
being © propos d*'to"*the_mind "of * Mall 
may be ſufficient"encouragemeits'or "16 


ſons, ' why be ſhut live ſuch a Vert 


outs Life : then it's tertain, that Gn 

Almighty bath ordain'd ind C01 

feb” * Future World,” to 
Naw there bting' many" parts \ of thi 

Arguvient, which "will require ſome | 

fiderable explanations, I Sat therefon 

endeavour them in Three ſeveral” Cp 


ters, - 
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"the Third Argument. - ugy | 

_ In the Firſt Chapter it will be requifite + | 
to ſet free the terms and ſenſe of the 
Lf Argument in general, as it s in the whole 
GI Pated and propos'd, from ſome opinions 
\that-would evacuate the force and import 
of .it, for the end it is intended, * 

In the Second Chapter, T ſhall endeas 
8 your to- ſolve ſome objeftive exceptions 
- of 4rainſt the inference of the concluſion 
mill it, as /o ſtated. <> 

In the Third Chapter, Reaſons will 
be given, Why no other motives or encou- 
ragements whatſoever, can ſufficiently 
oblige Men to be Vertuous and Good, but 
a" /#ch as are deduced from the acknoWledg- 

Wi ment of a Future World's Exiſtence. 
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WY \'EXISTENCE, 

| Demonſtrated WbyRational Evidence. 
a [eo rr era lbans 
= Ewa 7s 


FN which 1 defigri ſomething, that 
may be preparative for the Argu- 
Mo ments clearer proceedure, and that 
A is to ſecure the true Sefice of it, in 
| the mgajgner. ry order it is Stated and 
Proposd. And this1 ſhalldo, by geted- 
ing and r repens ſome <etraneaus Q- 
| rh h muſt refle& vpog the righc 
underſtanding of it in genera]. 

_ 1, Now thale erroneous Options aretheſe 
three ; By the firſt, we mean ſome falſe glol- 
&& that are put upon the notion of Vertue, 
or living Vertuouſly. By the ſecond, we 
jel re ſuch as have beeq offer' d by 
ſome men, to make God to be altogether 
unconcern'd,how men live and act,moral- ' 
ly or EVTVEY in _ World. Sos the 

| L 


” II's 
- 


which ſome men have _been perſwaded, 


that it is unlawful to propote Rewards, 
as encouragements to live Vertuouſlly ; or 


Puniſhments, "to dererr *men from” living 
M___ TT: "TR 
Theſe be the three Opinions, that muſt 
needs perplex the Stating of rhe Argu- 
ment in general, and therefore mult. trft 


be controul'd, before we can admit it to 


a-free and clear proceedure; - And that 
ſhall be endeavour'd in thele three follow- 
ing SeCtions. | 


—_— 


tu $ISL | 


Sefton T. 


TN which weſhall firſt'endeavour to free 
the Argument from ſome miſtaken 


notions of Vertue, or living. Vertuouſly, 


For if we have nor a right underſtanding 


of that, before we begin, it's in vain'ts 


ar 
ft 


gue tor 'what encouragements will” be 
cient, roengage men 1o to live. . And 
then by living Vertuouſly, T here eſpe- 
cially, though nor only, underſtand Vertue 
in a {octal reipect; that is,as ro mens.endea» 
\ onring to live and a& one with, and to- 


wards another, by the ſtri& rules of Uni- 


vcrſal Juftice,as ina larger ſence it compre- 


hends Univerſal Goodneſs,in all their feve 


ral Parts and Branches. Firlt, 
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third ſort of ſuch Opinions are thoſe, by 5 
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[eonfidered); I rhean the ilowance-of 


what's right and due to evety nin; Firſt 
- as to that, which is calf Diftibacive 


Juſtice, 'which is the juſt pefforniance'sf 
all relative 26d reciprocal Offices and Dij- 


tics between” all 'Superiours: (whether 
Natural or Politick)' and rheir reſpe&ive 
Subjets*and' Subordinates: "And then ts. 
to' that, which we- call Commmurarive 
Juſtice; 'I underſtand/it to be'mens do- 


ing what's Right and Juſt; in all mar- 


'ner of mutual TranſaQtions, Contracts, 


and intercurrent Aﬀairs whatſoever. 


And then by Univerſal 'Goodneſs (as 


_ Juſtice'in 2 larger ſence comprehends it) 


I underſtand not the as only 'of doing 
all men Right, but of mens doing Gdbd 
one to-another '( according to their "re- 


' ſpective capacities' morally conſidered ) 
, as there is need of one anothers mutual 


help; whether ir be for one anothers Ho- 


nour, - Peace, Liberty, or in any other 


_ Circumſtances'of-their Well-being. And 


this habir of Goodneſs,” Sir Francis Bacon 


calls The greateſt of all Vertues, and Dignt- ray.13- R: 


ties of the mind; being the Chara#ter of the* 


 Deity';\ and\without which ( ſaith he ) a man 

is a Buſy, Miſchieygous, and Wretched thing. 
Now the* man thar tives accordifig ro 
| *R8-" "the - 


denftindl ty Riamal:Bvidence. "5  ._ 
-:" Firſt, by* indns living'tap!eo the riles = 3 
-of Univerſal Juſtice (455% Nriy:0/be 


7 AG "A Burt Waldo Evil, 
the. the Rulen of Jubien/in-alltbeb acc w 
aan that ought malt 
fa Ml Roan eng 


We * Not but that. -we phy 
\ PIITcE of ll, Ty 


Poker ak _ hens i.is o_ 
allicm'd of melt, if not-of-pll of them, 
that they :do one way or-other..cſpecially 
referr to-Juſtice or Goodneſs, as 1 havg 
bees: deſcribed them; - and. ,as' that their 
$ | ary Vices dp geaerally receive they 
X kr Re notion-of beiog Eval, becauſe in 
I one rf ox poeerhcy make a breach 
upon Rules of doing Right or | 
Hence it is, that it's no wonder, that the 
Moraliſts have always expreſsd that re 
g&d tothe notion and praGice of juice 
(as .it's in all reſpes-to be -canlidered 
that whether it be, becauſe it is ſo ne- 
ceſſary for | the happy being of all Hw- 
mane Societies; ar whether tor ;its atber | 
danceupon the menage and events of molt 
other Vertuous actions, the: 000 enobl'd 
it withthe moſt compre and;gene- 
ral name of Vertne. Thus A4r ibacle callsit, 
414 17n not, only the beſt of Vertues, but abferves 
xeer/5n that it came to. a Proverb, That all ire 
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1 exif is Tufher; or #8. Zieroctes 
ets that.it compreſiends all Ver- 


-tnes, as its Parts or Men” 


bers: ' And” not only” the ©. ; Anamovent ig) md 92s 


Philoſophical "Moralifir , ths 2 x3d5 Grew, 
"bur event the Chriftian Re- $12x7HsG. TA. WAnGy &s 


ligion it felf,” as'it-referrs het Em, Pytiag 
toall thoſe Duties, which _ 
it enjoins td he. perform'd to God! and 
Man, womens me exprefs'd by the: name. 
of Rghreoufes or Ju- os: BI" 
ice; an true Pro- © | 5 182 Joh Fujiice (& 
feſfors of it, Righteous or ns £ John's p P 
Joft; as it is promiſcuonſ- | 
rendred i in nr Tranffations, from the 
e word inthe Original, which the 


: Philoſophers made uſe of. 


'Now, the reaſon why, in the firſt 
y I. offer this: ninety ), or 
Frag verttouſly, to confideration, 
is cauſe there hath been too: com> 


4 very falſe notion of Religion, 
or living Religioufly : Some mer phacing 


tr only m fome Rites and Offices, proper 
to foch! or *\ich a Religion ; upon the 


performance of which, they have remp- 
ted one another to think themſelves, if 


not wholly yer r= my y 0g 
fare fairly” Sen by ' 
ve as F have bab-wod the. Notion — 


ertue, And this hath been” obferv'd;, 
Q 3 not 


vi of bbt- tie = _—_ 
be IJ” +> Sd T 
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net. only when Religions: haye.been arti- Þ me 

Ce ed by Wiſe: > in ſeveral 

Heathen Natians,.:{ of which, ſome. ace Þ| ſti 

- Count will be given'in. the, following Ar: | Hi 

guments) but even.then, when, Religie I ha 

ons -have been tendred tothe Warld, by Þ| fr 

the cleareſt 'Evidence.,;of.. Divine Reve: || w! 

lation. I fendetuny Fl Cp ? 

.-.» Fhus did ;the, Fews moſt groſly pre- 

xc. r. 13, Varicate with: God, by their intgſerable 
14, 17, omiſſions of living vertuouſly,,. that i 
Fe, y: bythe. Rules of Univerſal Juſtice a 
E, 9. 9+. Goodneſs, as His holy Prophets {o often 

' * complain.” | And, for this,did pur Savi ] 


£ 
” 
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our,..in. his,.time,. ſo ſeverely, reprove | 
| -_a 23: thoſe ſtrit Religioniſts, the Scribes al m: 
k Phariſees. | + aaa ol Ar 
And it's obſerv'd, That. the, Wiſe men | 
of almoſt every Age of the Ch a! 
have engaged themſelves in making ſuch | 4s 


complaints of the Times. they. livedein. Þ| kv 
And I wiſh heartily, that I had not too || /ral 
juſt a cauſe ( which gave me the chief | to 
occaſion of this Seftion }/ to complain | ub 
of a Religion. of a later date,..in which | a 
Juſtice and Goadneſs have been ſo won. || Re 
derfully laid aſide, as if they bore no | [an 
part at all ofthe Profeſſion of it. | pe 
the better to ſolve-that intolerable con- | du 
tradiction to. the very deſign of Chir || © 
Kianity, they have taught rhemſelves , th 
. mo | 


— 


<< BTT QOH 


m— DAS 5 Ro 73-24 


demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 
moſt{candatous diſtinQion between Grace 
and Vertue;; between Godlinels' and Ju- 
ſtice ; between Sammtſhip and all Moral 
Honeſty , in their: notion,” and Cas we 
have ſeen ) praQtice of Religion, ro the 
freat. diſparagement - and - Iſhonour: of 
whatſoever bears. that Sacted Name: 
Fhis the Firſt.” 


| Sefting I [. 


| |} fm Section will ngviaſin another 
very dangerous prejudice, as to the 
manner of our ſtating the Argument. 
And it's to be done by making and an- 
fvering an Enquiry, whether or no Al 
mighty GOD will be at all concern'd, 
as to Rewards and Puniſhments, how men 
live and/-a&, whether morally or immo- 
rally in this World. For if he be: pleaſed 
to be. ſo indifferent and 'unconcern'd, 


the Argument is void ;-. and that be- 
cauſe-a-Propofal of ahy ſuch things, as . 
Rewards or Puniſhments, to encourage 
and deterr, would then be the moſt im- 
pertinent Concern of Mind that it is ors 


my capable of. 
Now, though it may be thought, that 


there ſhould be but a very few,;'or none, 


O 4 that. 
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diction to His Eſſential Holineſs, and to 
that ſoyeraign and wiſe Authority, whic 
he nut. be prefum'd to have and exerci 


naturally over that Rational World, 


which he created and made at bis own 
choice : For it were the ſame thing, as 
to believe; That he intended to licen- 
tiate men in all thoſe - horrid practices 


and confuſions, ' whjch ſhould ever be 


ated and fall out to the World's 
yet it's certain; that there | have 


ends 
and are opinions entertain'd, have bee 


imply ſuch an indifilerency and uncofts 
cernment in God, howſoever men live 
and at. And I doubt:not, but that 
they have been made uſe of þy many, 
thereby to encourage their continuance 
in their moſt immoral praQices and. vith 


v > 


pus ways of Living. 


Now, the opinions which have brought | 
- Forth that wretched effect in mens minds, 


are three, to be eſpecially conſidered 
and rebuked,; A 3 | 


F; 


The firſt which I ſhall take notice of, | 


is that which doth direaly and profel 


ſedly make God to be own'd as Author [| 
and Cauſe of Sin : And then, How tan | 


He be goncern'd at all at that finful acti 
| | on, 
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that acknowledge a Deity, 1a ate. | 
ly ncontidenes of is Keutg: peas ; 
as to own and Pub _ ſuch a contra» 
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on, of which, He himſelf ould be really 
ur, | cauſel > Of which horrid and blaſphe- 
ra» | mous opinion, : Euſebins accounts one Flo-.r 1, .. 
| to ' rinus to be the Promoter ; C.' 20. 
ich | Fincentius Lerinenfis makes one more an- #2 34 
cile ; and averrs Simon Maggs 2s its firſt 


id, | Fatron: And the Fathers did charge 
wo f| that Hereſie afterward upoa Cerdow,. Mar: | 
ciex, and others, 2s concurrent with their 
ſeveral Heterodoxies. 
But the moſt remarkeble Refloxers in 
this. later Age, of that abominable Prin- 
, were the late Lsbertines, ( as the 
iſtorians and Divines of thoſe. Times 
call'd them ) ia Germany, that thereby 
they might go-0n.with' their: intolera! 
Profanations arid deſperate Immoraliti 
for their thorough-work (as they call'dir 
of a; more perieft Reformation,s with 
ater Liberty and [En 
y whoſe Example, and upon their E 
bples, we have too' great a ralotol af 
ny that out late rebellious Say ar 
tranſcrib'd too reſembling, a Cope 
in- their minds and; practives —__ 
whoſe ſakes 1 have taken ovcafioa 
_ offer at this repreſentation. 
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done in the World ; and then, How could 
the one be reaſonably 'rewardable , and: 
the other puniſhable *- And firſt; as to. 
the Good and Vertnous'Aftions of them;. 
that are-ſo-abſolutelyeleRted to Salvatis -. 
on, they cannot be-ſupposd to be pro- 
perly theirown, but God's; becauſe they: 
are 'wroughit in them -('as they';coms. 
mionly'aftrm) by-fach an impulſe” 'of 
His Graee-, *as \whiclt they have' not 's 
Liberty 'in*tliemſelves to - reſiſt or de. 
And then; 'as to. the ſinful ations: of 
them thar' are under that- fatal preteri- 
.tion, How- can 'they ' be (morally their | 
own, but God's, (as Caufa- deficiens bv nes | 
ceſſariis eſt efitiens.), becauſe they become Þ} +. 
- unavoidable for-warit of 'that Grace, 'by } 
which it was only poſſible for thoſe un- 
happy 'men'to have-eſcaped and prevens 
ted them 2+" And though 'our Opinioniſts. 
dare impudently pretend , That thoſe 
5 | | men 
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men _haye all of them a ſufficient Grace 


oiven” them, yet nevertheleſs they moſt 
[nicleſly mean, Thar it is ſufficient in 
it Self'only, but not as-unto them, ſo 
as poſſibly. to effect upon their ;beſt en- 
deavour, any advantage to themſelves. : . 


_ '. And now, How can God be reaſona- + 


bly .concern'd toReward the: actions of 


-the one, or to Puniſh thoſe of the other ; 


.when neither -of thoſe actions were pro- 
perly-and voluntarily their own ; thatis, 


. when. neither of thoſe ſorts of men were 


ever allow'd to a&t.by a Mind that had 
any, truly-balanc'd Liberty of choice in 


";ts {elf And: therefore, in ſuch a caſe, 


the propoſal of Rewards and Puniſhments 
(upon which the Reaſon of the Argument 
3s founded ) to, encourage the Good. or 
deterr the Evil, -were as 1mpertinent, as 


- if a man were-.counſel'd to aQt an Ad- 


venture, fox an Eſtate, when he is con- 


 firm'd in his opinion, that either he hath 


had. a:. fore-degree for an undefeizible 


- Title to. it, or &lſe of which he. were 


aſlur'd ro be depriv'd by an inſuperable 


' Bar, long before put in againſt him, T 
- fay, If he were ſure, that one of thoſe 


two.unalterable cauſes were upon him, 
though: he did not know which. it was, 


' - What manner of. encouragement 1s it, that 


thould reaſonably induce him to doany 
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thing for the ſecuring curing or vin fick 
enBiiere ? And where lays age bj 
of that Caſe from ris 11 cebate, hea can 
A TheJOring that neceffrilyins 
noon 
plies, Thar God fhonld be indifferent and 


ro Rewards and Puniftiments, is from 
Mr. Mods his Necefiitztion of afl humans 


ations, from a Chain of Caufes link'd 


rogerher at one anothers end, ro the " 
w immediate Laſt that neceffarily 


min'd the Underſtand ing fo to 1908 jo 


and the Wilt ſto ctniſe. 

table Sence of which, his fhiftlefs « 
NinAjor can never folve, 2s when 
averrs, That thoagh x Man can Do i 
he will, yet that be camor Will what he will: 


For if the binding i the laſt and ime 


mediate Cates of the Action _ p 
che jndgment and will of Nfan 


neceffity of judging and choice , Gif 


be not Non-ſertce to calf ir a 
or « choice at alf } can give any ratio- 


nal Man kave to think, that that & 


Aion can be an effe@ of tree Liberry; 


then may the naturak moron of an: In-' 
animate, and rhe operations of a Ts 


tive. Being, which do 
neverthe ſs d; 


follow 
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txion .of all humane ations, mult ſup- 
= that the firſt Link of chat Chain 
of Cauſes, Ty Sow or knocks:the : 
gext £01t, and 1o ever wan ns 
his. next, £ill rage Caule hoy” 
Will into a neceflity_ of /Chaice; 
Gre ard. Link of Caniiges; na 


| Kr alſo rol | 
thoſe intermedial. ar ay Marra (oa 
can” break from the natural order af 
ne tals. of Cajalations { without an 
oy intervention af the Firſt 
rg pets Pawer ) till che Afti- 
an, be it qr .eval, be choſen and 
effeted. So thar if there be any cauſe 
of 4he Aion .that- is truly valuntary, 
and by which 2 gy bs realy deno- a 
minated morally Gpod ar Evil, x -auaft 
be .the firſt only.: cor all the pther 
| Cauſes are under 2 natural or fatal ne- 
Fay of acting. what they do, and the 
Judgment 'and Will of Map , which 
——_. make the moral diſtin&tion, are 


under 
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chufing hy | Ar. 
ſerts_ ) and therefore, Joe Fo no-b- 
ther Will at#liberty, by * which, :ſachiah 
-A&tiorf is 'to be” aly choſen, if* there 
be any morality in the'Adtion,” it rm 
have it from the firſt Cauſe, or no het: 
and then what a piece” of Blaſphenm 
are we fallen .upon? ' For it makes 
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not only a cauſe ;, - but' the only *catiſe i 


of all evil and ' immoral AQtipns, "as 


— fuch: which a bare ſpontaneity in. the | 
Will of Man, can no more ſolve, than 


it can make a neceſſary Agent, "wheh 
it's any way inſtrumental to g miſchis 
vous'Event, really a Criminal: fo th 
'T may be -angry with the Stone” t 
'hits me, and like a Dog in rage, bite 


it , as well as with theperſon that threy 


it, if in borh of them: there were 3s 
much necefllity of the Action, 'as is cor- 
ſiſtent with a natural ſpontaneity. Aid 
then how can G' O D'be concern'd'in 
ſuch AQtons, as to Rewards and Pur 
iſhmeots., any more ,” than that rhey 


997 ſhould be capable” of Praiſe or Blaine, | 
: as Clemens 'Alexandrinus - argues againſt } 
4-1, ſuch a neceſlity of- acting in moral # 
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'Gpport 'the ſecond 'Prejudice{ or. miſta» 
' ket iNotion of <GzO D's being uncor- 
trn'd; howiMen live-and act, whether : 
" morally corvitnmorally;; as! to Rewards | 

alll/Puniſhments,”: But the: very explain- 

'of them; with a: conſideration ' had 

| aftheir intdlerable-conſequences , makes 

them ſafficiently their- .own- abhiorrence, 
| and cohfutation, 7! 

\ There is one erroneous Notion more, 
| thats concerns." ” leſſer ſorr.of/ People ; 
and 'now' my hand is in, « Ir ſhalt: -NOT 
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the laſtiprejudice,' which would-al- 
{6:make void the : lofi the Argue 
- ment;/as-it is>ſited.” And:'that. muſt 
-be: done-- by: making +anorher;; enquiry, -—— 
Whether'6r aobAlmighty::G OD) ( it it 2 

| be granted; That! He. will be:pleafed ro © | 
_ concern: Himſelf; | 'as: to; Rewards iand 
Puniſhments,: how Men liver and aQ:) 
intended, : that*men ſhould-think rhem- 

'} ſolves cblig'd: to. live vertuouſly , upon 

+ $ the account only: .of His own Sovereign 

Fi Aurhoricy, and abſolute Command, FOR 

e tuat 
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- vitiouſly ? . Now the Reaſon , He 
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nothing lev, rhan tho Romiſh dlris, Fw 
and1{know-not what. And, 
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- have yet further Fa and 


| itofRewardsand Puni 
| men to give too much to the Creature; 

- ithinders the' Advancement of free Grace, 
i and takes men off frombottoming them- 

; ſelves 
and from rowl 
| incondition ately 
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ALFA propo- 


to yBogt For' (ſay hey Fachs; 
[hments;d6.cerript 


upon/Chriſt, (as they phraſe it ) 
ing themſelves by- Faith, 
ehapon his Merits ; with 


*- Now ſick unhapþ I impoſures as theſe 


_ have vulgar minds admitted, 'to the vaſt 


prejudice”of Vertue, and'an-acive Reli- 


ou” and-all rhis becauſe -they would 


go to:Heaven , without any incum- 


bring:moralities, ſuch as are the Vertues 
-and' Graces of ſtrict Juſtice; Reſtitution 


"and- OSITIOe: upon _ Breach of it; 


intire 
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of an imaginary, Faith, ofa: yſive Re 
liance, - and the like pc ,which-will agt 


put: them ynon: >: mttivab; !trouble ad 
charge. And now if ſuch ' prejudiced | 


men would but! conſider; Hb; mach 
ſuch. trifſipgs with: God anditheir own 
Souls, a6) gftonGRtent with.alf ſohd-Reg» 
{on; 3 v.forezgn ſueh; Navions: de 
to the expreſs, patyoſ and -<nd of rthe 


Goſpei, in which-all alongits:Prefedours 

arg oblig'd to: obſerve al fits:{trifft-rales 

 - - of obedience)bynthe ſpeck 

Fobn I % 10s: OM. 2. 6.7; al-command-of God, up. 


Mat. 10. 42+ Ve 22. 14. 


on theyhepe: and; 'encou; 
ragetnent of his; prefkivtcJihve.and Blefr 
ſing, and of his fthrs Rewards and Re 
COMPCences; *4-to then-by fe ':ma- 
ny gracious and-infallible Promules; they 


ſhould need n80;:ethet  confuragioh: but 


their own ſhame; for dealing) fo: irravio» 
nally with fo-plain a2 revelation ofthe 
expreſs will -of God, to therkeantrary:; : 
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makicars ey encouragements, whickmay 
be. ſufficient' 0 nengage:men to: be 'Ver-. 
= __ and: Good 5; and c—_— them 
| from living: Immorally*-and.Vitiouſly,, 
E - though there::were : no- belief: or appre» 
M hefſion of: the;/\concerns- ;of , A Furure 
© - State at all-:5moz- :195712 55 7 
But I ſhall; reduce thei all to Five 
Heads, which-1I;ſfhall handle apart in ſo 
many diſtin. SeQions ;;-and 1 ſhall be» 
gin. wich _ 4” are more N_ ſalv'd, 
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is Section offers the firſt: Exception, 

\ and that.is-made by thoſe who will 
fay, that there.is no Nation;; how - bar- 
barous ſoever, but that .by:their native 
Light, and the uſe of their natural 

| Faculties, may attain 

Nulla Gens tam feraz to«'the fence and ac-.. 


nemo omnium tam fir im- 
manis, cujus'mentem non knowledgment of a Dei- 


imbuerit deorum opinio. , LY, ( as... Fi ully, obſerves ; x) 


+ + Multi de: diis' prava ſenti- 
unt ( id enim more” vitioſo c.and then, thas ſuch 7 


efhci ſolet ) omnes tamen'», , lence and. .acknowl 


efſe vim "& naturam diyi- 
nam arbitrantur. ment, may : be; ſufficient 


Tuſe Qu. b. to over:awe-{uch Men 


. from ading immorally 
and. againſt the- Rutes of -Common Jus | 


ſtice, without any apprehenſion: of a 
Future - | 
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Skill and preſent Power to attempt any 
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cannot reaſonably be GS a WR 

round and Reaſon, 
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ſwade them 'from all immoral'aqs;, to || | 
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___ mention of the Gymnoſophiſts, Pg 
1 


, EIS "Wy? ſn CO TT RT om, RL ts Re) oy bg” "ag FIEM $! ; 
s PO I Ore. 9 Sg , ts £2 w EF ALS] LS : CE I Me Et a woes. Gn NG : , 
+ ns v: kd Coca ; I - t $3 CR _ I 
, 5 
. 


FOE 
"nk Mag, in the ſeveral barbarous Ne 
tions) and may. be.able to form D xlts, 
and {tated Rulespf Juflip&and G 

and may then ſugg into Peoples minds 


avs * 


\ w—_y recite 2 te | ie ef 1 ee Conia arte” Ire Ee add. a.” 


At Fg d infallit 
uy in. this OT pns Bed [1 | 
DEEP. and CS. of the one and, the 


5 would the Criminals. 
ert thoſe fears, . by Caper 


- POAAIDY TITRE RAGE BRIT 2M 3B PAT, = 
I : M7 | - ? + Db» ; ee 2 : —_ 


F! bak hs La 1 
allow'd. 9.16 6 9 de, 
5; able 


harde 


ould but.mnak peelionte 
| 0. put a preſent tot AP own 
et Td a ft 1 ves,.and 1 .90e 
inſtant, be reduc'd = Tame quiet no- 
thing; which they, new a few years Or 
days might per $ oa for them 
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And! KYM Fe ſe the defet of this S&- 
cond exception, though ſtated to the high- 
eſt advantage. But theſe are but light-$kir- 
miles, before we engage in a "gh we 
others 


then t " 7 ous | Ka ta El at 


eman 


; bk | wry” lar more afflitive M 
A | ly Socrates might. upon thele 
þ conſiderations averr to Simia and Cebess 


m__ nm —— wy iq 24 Þp 


_ 


 SOLDSO<OOO 


- 


IS 


| na 
»; 


o 


D 
S<; 


DID 
ALT 


_——_—_ Ss aw. 
+ > 
[Ee - . 
4 
uu ——_ w 


© RS OKERSY'E 58-88: 


YN 464 FL v .} ' ee y g ; 4 " , 
us 443.15 CN LLILSE EI ad IL 4 IIESSASSA 4 <4 
* i Do 2. A — — — 
. 
" , * 6-4 "x 1 » - ="— R - oy p-7 « 
WI Lens 5 4 —_— 4 # 4 ? 
y oy 
921 :Seetion I.1E:: - 
*\# -. F F ©- - F 


mTHis Third: SeQion tenders: us theiex- 
:-&-:; ception-of them. that-,will-alledge. 
hat God Almighty hath delegated theex- 


 ecutions of his Providence, in this:Caſe, to 


humane Powers and Authorities, to make 


\ Laws 6 Edits which may keep the World 
in;order, and_tharthe accountableneſs of 


mens livesandacions to their Cognizance 


- and Umpire; for the rewarding-the Ver- 
tuous,. and puniſhing the Immorsal, there- 
| by-to-oblige all men to act well and ver- 


twouſly, is all thatthe, Great Creatour de- 
fign'd or intended for the Adminiſtration 
ot; his juſtice.on either hand in'that Caſe, 
{o-that there:is no need of ;a-.conſide- 
ration. to be had of. what concerns ano- 
ther-world,: to; work that effteft-::- | 
-\.To this exception I anſwer, That it 
could :not be :the::purpoſe .of our: Graci- 
ous God, in his ordering the: worlds Go» 
vernment in the manner and: method it's 


| conſtituted, that Mankind might -univer- 


tally ::(for it mult be fo, if there 'be any 


Sence in the Allegation ) offer themſelves 


ſificient reaſons and py 
97 i = 


Ly 20 from being imur 
ral on that Account, without : a — | 
tion of a furnde|Sraty Won theſe two. 
eſpecial Grounds and Reaſons. .- 
- - Firſt, Berwals, where there be the 
Ef 622 Laws: and Confilturionp that Kar herb 
pos nar A. rp 
a fufficixat Proſpect 168 bers ; 
_ Cenerits of every individual Parſon and - 
7 AGion:;cas: they neere'bebalanidoby | 
| che menfurds of all chieit-vaxious oirewn || 
Rances's Ani rhea to'\bgvalwans thitaw; | 
curious, ml oye ronegy> ' 
of theirrewarding aud Offices . 
for ' the: Inveteſts of: ſuch"! Viopds 
Cauſe 'and Perſon, as well av in Mha. $ | 
of genierdl.and publiele 4 Add. 
axain,-in-this Caſt, it mwſt-be finches 
_ fuppo#'d, That a es Fi 
niſtrators/of Cie Het al a. 
- Intentions;-(/the | 
to be! alwaies done! invtheir: GW Lees! 
. ors) muſt- lſ#t-be-w8 *iknowane;? and | 
faihful 411! thebr due-ſubadininiſtratioust #F 
TI'fey, [f it:wets poltiblowdbe-p 
that all Governments ahd'their Subd 
nates, wire deſigt'd «of iGod t26'be-e 
Kates ta 2b and diipeſcd; thets . 


might 
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_ et-rio ather reaſgns;to'obli nr | 
| | Good and Vartzous, abd to rofkiorhens ; 
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| fuch adnonifrailons for his conan and 
P þ rbenk Juppdlals1wo unlikely tobe 
* —_—_ reſtrain an; O—_ , thr 
5 cinhe> or curing; ' from: $98 vin- 
| | Jalieſt-dutobdinobesand undertakings. 
|. +o Scerd/y, The nit reaſon $0 evinee, 
-\ Fhatsir. could-notibe God's Pufpoſe,thir 
'ubÞmens acconntiblineſs roGovrtroonts, 
| Houhiibe their tafhoient 'Reaſdn to'' live 
. vernthews:Leves, or '£o: deterr them: frem 
* kting): othervife,;.s, becaaſerhcif'Siaws, 
how: -xhell:acd witehyocver eonſtined 
 endifdminiſtred;arcepdrimettiity found 
| fly mmreIr IS nn by ſome ttichs 
roaetels 'by'ottiermens Cunning, wid 
byoiiaſt'mens favoutable-Conft | 
- thas it tog-oftew comes 1 paſs) that ver- 
— tnoU ——_ have been fo'far' Freqob- 
taining 
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| raining. Reward ifor-doing well; Ir [that 
-have hardly''s ! rhemlelves 
by then benefit of 'the'\Laws ; -ifvr their 

own [ordinary 
that onthe other hand; unjuſt 'men have 
been-ſo: far -from 5beihg; fo ' ſufficiently: 
terrify'd;:as to reſtrain/them fromUving 
Evil, that they. have' oftentimes: been''ra- 
ther encourag'd to-adventure upon the 
worſt of aQtions, by an Obſervarion, that 
it is but a ſmall number;,whomthe' Law 
rebukes and puniſheth, in compariſon-of 


the multitudes of po nerf that daily | 


eſcape. 

It's more than probable (they'll kay) 
that there'is never - man beheaded-'ifor 
Treaſdn,- or arraign'd' for leſſer: Crimes, 


but that :there be: hundreds inthe Pro- 
vince, - who- have deſerved 'as; muck'-or _ 


more, 'yet.of whoſe ations the: Laws or- 


dinary proceedure hath 'raken nohold 
at all. ;And if -from' the great: Eſtates | 


that have been raiſed by frauds arid 'o 
preſſion, (where the Laws have'ſiten 
paſs'd:ithem by) the men that advancd 


them: and their Heirs; | were 'inforc'd to 
refund -'to'the ſatisfaction of the!injur'd, 


many. great men-;maſt.:deſeend>into: a 
parell equipage with their honeſt Neight- 
bours ofa meaner quality. |: And if eve 
ry celinquent ſhould come into the Con- 


Riglhts*andSafety:5 'And. 
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haps come to too near a reſemblance of a 
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i as they: that doy._ the 


Collegiate Aſſemblies Complexion... .; 
_ "Theſe: be the,T'wo Reaſons, by. which 
is:evidene'd the deficiency of all humans 


Governments and Laws for the ends. pre- 
tended. | 


But now,comes my Sceptick, and he 


offers, .a reaſonable Enquiry to know , 


Sax ie this. be. not, what then is the 
h 'Goverments do obtain, {o 


As: to. F wer Gods. Wiſe, Intendment. in 
their Conſtitutions? 


ww... 


'My Anfwer to his Enquiry. iS, That i it 


is without, all, doubr, that God. Almighty 
| obliged. all Agthoritics, \ypon their Duty 


to.him, and, in; his -place, fajthfully.tq 
endeavour the juſtification and proteRion 


| of the Gaod;and Vertuous,: and :for;\the 
puniſhment 'of evil ders (as St. Pew dif; Rom. £3. 


courſeth-).;-- but becauſe all- thoſe pers + 
ſans;' that ,are! ſo - entruſted to a&; rhas 


good. t9-:Mankind in.;their; ſeveral; Aus 


thoritative Capacities. arc; free: Agents, 
Created; with, Faculties igdifferently; dil- 
pos'd, to-.Good and-Evil,; and are: them- 
ſelves; (as. all, other men-are)- ſer in,.3 
probationary - State. for-another World; 


| os ſoareat choice, whether or nothey wall . 


prepare . 
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prepare cherdlbre for a fututs Rewer or 
Puniſhment;'by their performing or omit> 
ting their reſpeRtive governing Offices: 
therefore, as it could not "but be a con- 
tingency, Whether they would be io: juſt 
and careful; fo it could not'but be'aicon- 
ditional intendment in God; when he 
firſt deſign'd: their *conſtitution;' ' + 
But more cloſely 'to ſolve the doubt, 
T:conceive that the abſolite end, which 
God 'deſign'd that his depend Authoriz 
ties miſt certainly- artainj' and! without 
which attainment they oily 'couſe - 
beale to be; What they are, 15,” That the 
DEE =_ Communic ide their 
r ive cha might in ſo- 
cial or. adi dre re robe 
the miſcartiages' of their'Govertimeiits o- | 


therwiſe ſbould-be 4n all other reſpeds; _ | 


That-is, when Princes are careful ſo to 
keep'up their Athorities,*that the Peo- 
ple \may not by their Seditioris bring 
chetnſelves at-ipleaſure into an:Ariarchical 
and' ramultuary State; which -6ught'to 
be:accounted the moſt fatal misforrune to 
Mankind; and-of allevil, humanecontin- 
genales i in this world, the greateſt; | 
'So'that the wildem and Goodhck of 
God in' conſtitiiting and” upholding-Go- 
verhments, -is tier then only to:be: own'd 
nd as; -when' every ſingle 
vertuous 


| ele Rnd Pic. nar. 


of it) Took I = 1s by tobe ac- 
owledg n.. the> Peoples ſafety 
is ſo far fee = that evil and licenitts 
ous men” 1 nes they 1 Fprriges 


2Vernments it - Which 
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honour it's {6/much concern'd, T ſhall then 
renounte the uſe I-make of them, as evi 
dential-'for--another world's Exiſtence. 
And this ſolves the Third Exception: 
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THis ng Hogr- is gd to'take 
| pnother exception of more dif 
- import," and which many haye - 
thought4n irfimoveaBleblockin my way. 
And that :s*' that 'it is *incouragemenit . 
and reafsn enough for men to live good 
and vertnons lives, ' withoot the nece{fa- 
ry conlideratien of what concerns ano- 
ther ' world, becauſe vertue -is' her own 
fufficient reward in this life- 7 
-With this famons ſabterfuge 1 have of- 
ten been aſſulted by ſome conſiderable 
perſons, and fuch as were no'enemics'to' 
the belief of another' world upon orher 
- accounts, and therefore'T' muſt beſpeak 
the Readers patience,” if” my ſtrifter ex- 
amination of the caſe, in” order to-/a 
thorough deteCion of the fallacy, hall a 
little longer than ordinary, detain him 
n-this Paragraph; and my Anſwer -and 
Solution 'will be managed by ſeveral 


ſteps. | 
2 x. Firſt 
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.--T. Firſt I take ;notice, [That that Opi- 
nion ( or Saying rather ). That Yertue zs 
her. own Reward,: was originally put into 
reputation,..as,by the Szozcks. principally, 
ſo alſo by ſome other  0Igogheths on 
purpoſe to uphold the Belixf of. the poſi: 
bility of Man's attainment. of a ſufficient 
Happineſs in this preſent Life, to avoid 


I | the neceſſary Belief of placing it in ano- 
þ er 


' World. ;-For thoſe Wiſe men having 


demonſtrated by Rational Evidence: © 


= a 


tumbled about their Thoughts where to 
fix that ſufficient Good -and Happineſs, 
and finding that thoſe, who had plac'd - 
it upon. any. preſent Enjoyments for- a. | 


proſperous ;.and | ſenſual way of living, 
could not poſiibly . ſtand, their ground, 
againſt thoſe pregnant Reaſons , that 
every ney Arg, could dictate to 
the comtrary : So thoſe Wiſe men were 
*at laſt neceſſitated to pitch upon this 
Expedient of making Yertue her own Re- 
ward, as being ſubject to the leaſt. Ex- 
' Ception. ., Though in the ſence and man- 
ger, how -1t ſhould effe&t that Reward, 
the Philoſophers were 'no more likely 


to- agree, than thoſe men, who. deſign'd 


to place mens Chiefeſt Happineſs in any 


other thing, whoſe enjoyment was de- 
terminable in this preſent World. . Of. 


Which, the Reader will find a full ac- 
caunt in the laſt Argument, Chap. 3, 
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And this: Philoſophical Pridcipte. hith 


- 


IeFiogy ne oden 


Divines,' as better conſiſtent with ther 
notioh of irrelſpeftive EleQion; of which 
I have given ſome account in the Frf 
Chapter, Seft.'z. And from that kind 
of Divinity, I verily believe, that notion 
hath beer inconfiderately 'and-unwarily 


_ entertain'd even,to this day; by Divine 
and others, of a' better Mind and ſoberer 


Judgment. , wwecue Bk MO 

. 2. Secondly, Tanſwer, That as thit 
Opinion or Saying had thoſe unhappy 
Intereſts to ſerve in its Firſt Riſe wo 
Proceſs, ſo, upbn 'a' more, ſtrict Exami- 
nation, it cannor'in it ſeſfbeTtue. Ard; 
firſt, as to the nature 4nd proper notion 
of a Reward : which cannor' but be 'of 
ſomething that is kindly, as well as, 
equitably beſtow'd,* by any Perſon con- 

cern'd to* give 'or. allow it to another ; 


For no man -cai be i." Pane to'fs- 
40 


ward himſelf; he' cannet' th any tolera- 
ble Sence be the Giver, Receiver, afd 
Judge of the Equity of the'fame thing ; 
which muſt be: True in'a ſtrict Propric- 
ty of Speaking, if Vertue may be faid to 
be properly a (that is, the yertuous 


+ 


man's) own Reward. 


- Then, Secondly, If it be alledg/a; That = 
Reward in thax Saying ought th be ta- 
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demonſtraed by Rational Evidence; uy% 

= ken ina Metaphorical' Sence' ; but nei- 4 
ther then'\can' the notion hold good” in 
that acceptation ,- to the' purpoſe, for 
which that Saying was to be made uſe 
of: For to'be metaphorically accepted, 
is as much as to ſay, That Yertue is 
her own Reward, becauſe it becomes ſome- - 

_ thing that is like, or reſembles a Reward: 
but then it muſt be ſuchk' a ſomething, 

} FF that muſt be ſuppos'd (if they will al- 

F low the Mitiid to be the proper Seat of 
a Rational Beings happineſs) to depend 
upon the vertuous man's opinion and 

' imagination ; that is, That he is ſuffi- 

. ciently rewarded and happy, if he can 3 
think himſelf ſo, and fo long as his b 
Mind js in temper to imagine himſelf ro "I 

- be ſo-”* But then, if a man would conſt 

| 'der how' inſecure any- ſuch yertuous per-, 

" F fon muſt needs be of keeping his mind 

in that ;good humour , upon ſeveral 
accounts, he would ſoon find cauſe ro 
bluſh at-the'pretence of believing! Ver- 
tue to be' her own Reward , ' upon his 
'Thinking' ad& of its ſelf-ſufficiency. For 
Who knows not, but that ſometimes his 

_ Minds kind* temper ( without any reaſon 
£0- be ;given for it ) may. alter by his 

- imaginative Faculties natural diſpoſition 

to change and-varition :-ſometimes ac- 

cording -ro-the- preſent temper of - the 
Q4 . Pody, 
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 ' Body, -( as. in Hypocondriack - Perſons 
panty ſometimes by; the, Minds ina- 
bility at all: times, to Aubdue. the cla» 
mours of its unruly: Aﬀections, and lower i K' 
Appetites ;-and very. often by a vertuous ur 


A 5 


man's obſervation of his own-many de- il © 
fetts and imperfeQions in| his beſt in- by 
tendments and performances? Iſfay,when ye 
theſe various caſes happen, What's then (1 
become of that Reward, ' or that which | 
| 4s Tropically like it> Can it give the | fi 
Mind a Beatitude, without its own allow- I} "1 


ance or conſent > Or, Can the Mind 
Y have ſatisfaQion, and be unſatisfy-d at the I 
— fame time? In ſhort, Can that bea Fl 
_ man's ſufficient Happineſs; of whoſe en- 
joyment he cannot be, one. hour -ſe- 
cur e? 41 _ 
* Thirdly , That the weakneſs of the 
, pretence of making Vertue her own: 
ſufficient Reward , without. any other 
expeQation,, may yet be: further diſcq- 
vered: It's obſerved, that-the greateſt 
Contenders for that ſaying, . do ſufficir 
ently demonſtrate its defeat, by ſuppo- 
fog a . concurrence of almoſt all parts . 
of humane -proſperity , as- neceſſary to 
ſupport that, which they call Vertues 
And to- make this good, .I ſhall here. 
pnly offer the Opinion of Ariftorle, (wha, 
Hex = 25 
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'your'd to have Mans ſelf ſifficient Bea- 


(faith he in thefame place ) how canhe __,,, 


| rity;' Sc; xe 34+ 
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valowe, n owe, 1 word rhe, % dTwyQr, &c Lib. Eth. cap. 8. . 


| poſalFof the neceflary confluence of ſo 
- many* conveniences of living well and. 


| Reward, we muſt diſclaim every conſfe-. 


. and tells us, "that it would but teach 
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titude-plac'd in -Vertues:being 'her'own 
Reward) and he:tells us, that »there: be 
unfortunate caſes that concern Honour 


Children, Beauty, and the like; which 
by- no. means can allow the vertuous 
Man. to be a happy Perſon. -And'then 


be happy | that's defor m'd, - ignorant, or- ly w-- 
chat hiyes.unſocially, and without Poſte- 2;** 


= 


$4): G3 Ht 


© Now, if ſuch a conceſſion, and ſup- 


eaſily in the world ,: do not ſhew the Re 
unſufficiency of ſuch a pretended felf- - 


quence: that's moſt rationally” inferr'd. 
Hence it is, That the Ingenious *Poct 
had ſo ſlender an” Opinion of * Vertues 
being her own Reward, that Þe even 
derides the' Humour of thar Terence, A 


Men to repent, that ever they, had been : 


* Non facile invenies. maltis df millibus unum, 
Vinuem pretium qu putt efſe_ſui. - 
FW Ipſe decor -reRi'," fafti fo pramis deſuns 
20. 1:4 AYRBEE Non movet,&© gravis panite ofcprobrum. Ovid. 


 Vertuous* 
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E 233 © HFutwe Wold's Exiſtence" 
A _—_ at all, {if they got no-'more If 4x 
BL s $27 AB 5, « #13 TEHDS; 
”Eourthly , and laſtly, I anſwer and ' 
erant,: (to ſave our Pretenders Credit) 
Thar it is with that 'ſaying of 'Yerturs 
. being her own Reward, as'it is with'ma} 
ny-other general Axioms, and common 
Proverbial Speeches, that are grounded - 
upon ſome certain Truth, which yetin 
other -reſpets, may admit ſeveral Re- 
ſtriions "Exceptions, and.'\with 
which, thoſe very Axioms may be fo 
over-balanc'd, that there may be ſome- 
times as good ones taken. from ſome of 
their very limutarions.. EIB 
And - there may be ſome Axioms:; 10 
equally balanc'd between true and falle, 
that it were indifferent, if. they were 
ven cither negatively or affirmatively, 
pon this conſideration, I do allow ſome 
Truth in . the common faying , That 
Vertue is her own Reward, that -is ,.. the - 
mind may ſometimes: by, living - vertu- 
ouſly receive ſome. general ſatisfaQtion 
6 to its ſelf, and that ſome Vertues may 
4 ſometimes convenience a Mans credit, 
| | health, peace, and the like : but then 
on the other ſide, -when it's conſidered, 
that there is no ſuch abſolute certainty 
in. attaining. thoſe*conveniences, as-to 
make \up an entire-and {elf - ſufficient 
io} Happineſs, 
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ore - without" any! reſcretive at; all 

—_ 'ro-the gratid' Rewards of 4hother Life: 

od 1 ay, when alf-thoſe RefiriQions are 

t) into the balance; TI dire as poſitive. 

beg affirm, that Vertue is not her own Re- 

las ward, as to fay it 1s. Nay; I muſt oy 

N I its impoſſible it ſhould be ſo affirm' 

d if any man ( 45 the Philoſophers did ) 

in F ſhall go about! ro confront the Beatirude 

& | of another Work, by. giving. It Appel 
litives, thdt\cart only be: proper to the 

ſo  Maſſedneſs of the Benifick 'Viſien; or an | 

> enjoy ment of the neareſt Communion T2 NR | 

f ' with GO bY Himſelf. For. 10-Ariforle ric dr 
caltsit\ th and avi, the moſt excellent; Thg, 807 

© | che beſt" a#n# Wivine Good: *FIRwhei Ge 

» | ko els it' the” -x2, "Hoſe perfs : 5 puke 

F Fad ſelf-(ufficlene* rod 
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= Cap. 7. vid. cap. 9, 

| a7 = now, after all this that may be 

offered in diſproof of that Saying , as ir 
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demintvited'by Rarivial Evid ce. 245 


' bears a deſign to exclude. ( though but 
_ In _notion) any. other kind of Happineſs 


ro ſtand in 'comp ctition with it; T'cannot 


ES Wonder, . bat any rman, of the Chri- 
' an 


Niave,J ould. 6 abou 2 defenice 

of th at any. its ſhould dare 
ak fm (asf hath been uſually done) 
in 


in- publicksThat-if- there, were 


| T HE Fiſth and Laſt Exception againſt 


Heaven nor Hell, iv were encouragement. 
enough..to live: a religious and ,vertuous 


Life, becauſe-Yertue was her own Reward, 


What could: be ſaid more to the diſpa- 
ragement 'of., the Sacred- Inſtitution of 
the Goſpel, -whoſe main deſign is to 
tender the Rewards. of another World; as 
the moſt reaſonable and; prevailing In- 
ducement, to. engage men.' to-live good 
and vertuous-; Lives 2. Of -which (al 

St. Paul.was -ſufficiently ſenſible, whtn 
he avow'd.,; That had; they Hope only: 


- in this. Life, they were'of all men moſt 
- miſcrable, ;; He had forgot,,..that Yerrue 


was her-own .{elf-ſufticient Reward, and. 
that by. which they might:all have been 


perfectly Happy , n&withſtanding their 


want of any fiuch Hope | 
And thus my Argument hath' efcaped 


"the Danger of this Fourth'Exception. 


” Or. 


__—_— _— 


our* Proceedure upon this * 


hg 
"4 
%4 
« 


ment, with which our ' Sceptick deſigns 
to war againſt us, with a Weapon Fe 
ed from 'our own Tents, is, That G $3 
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4 Almighty,” in the” Hoſeital Diſpen- . — 
n,-gave th ky ws no other plain and =. 
rect Proriiifey>7 bit! off Temporal Re- 4 
rds; as they are'in thoſe cized Chap- | 
ters more-elſpeci: Wy entinierated ':' But Levic-26. 
then he” give" then notive"of ſome. ex Peut2t- 
1 ws Profhiiſes; as thiit which he | 
made” to” Abiabam ;to be his God, - 
4nd his- great” *Reward, in "which"-the <.,. Gen. 17, 
Bleſſings ofa * future World -:conld be | 
| thought to'be no more. wholly ExXCep- _ 
ted, thinin/thit affirmation, When 'the ' >» . 


"of Gods i 


pans, 
m—_— 
Tg 
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Plalmiſt fo « confidently averr'd in gene-" 
'r4/ That Fe erily there 15" #: reward for the Plal.58. . 
b hteous: "Jokbileſs | there is a'God that *** 2 
70 eth the edfrh: 'or, that ys «expo fay - 14. 
imſelf at particular, - 7 /bould utterly - 
Dave fainted; but that 1 believe verily to 5g 2 ; 
"Tho goodneſs of God in. the Land of the 
DIS *- yo Hp 
” Now; in\re eft of thi obſeurer way ; 
lowmng the Fews the _— 


= manner, Jer oo Mea 


of its Exiſtence, as a the call CF 
_ the $un is jo Being, thoug 

. body of Light. were, ag Þ; qo 
Jook'd upon'; of, 45. when on 


day 'the Sun” is-mantied,. 

yer it may, be appreher 
Thatthe un ii ths Hor j 
it is Day, as tn en 
terpoſure in the Firm; : The Link 


;nents of Fave, though drawn . wat © WES 

_ Cole, can afſyre one, that at. ;TEPEP ents 
ſuch a Perſon, \though xt $-the-at- | 
tractive. beauty.» Which -F ns 
penn way: SHEA "a £0: the | 'Þr | 
; YE. | * mnN9 ©: { 
And had +here riot: been. fagh a known | 
ea Certainsy, though: in\{yck. thady., r1 | 
 fentations, of another .World's - :Rewarc -) 


- ' _, __ and Bleſſings, to the Ages 
Heb. ,31. 1A &ftah , -How' could -3t We Fg: AVErr. 5 
| the anciens. Saints '\of »Gad; gf whom. be 
.makes ſuch a large Catalogue, That :whet 
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© of 
they did andſufterid for: £0D and Ver- 
es." WAY VOVP the. TIO) a 

hoping | - 
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flible for dF. eps to 'beli ef 1b 
Bi $if the Bulls and'Goats jv. 10. 


| anitly” b4-rrom'y to them 'io vaſtly _ E 1 
 rions)' which they-could not but ſee, n 


in, h& was og don G 
7 fig] w_ the Rev 
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ty 6 s / illne in the:Caſe'of 

E5 tis, *by the' Blood 
als), ich wets'apy 1 
red\for: Log 'Setviee: Now,'as 'it 


Cave Apoſtle : ſhould takeaway 4+ 
'"biit that go) ſomething more 
mayer of whichthat Blood was Typi- 
cali fothe fame Thoughts we mitſthave 
of -thetuy” -as- to! a future ſtate It was 
not p6ſfible that ſuch: Perſons"- cool 
thittk;-4har ll-rhe Bleſſings which 
na” 0 Hy obedient and chi 


greater ſhare 'than-he- did to other Na: | 
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$7 po O0Lde Lang t0-admit. the st0. |. 
006 reveal Kay af 90 derſtane. | 
ding:t © certain Exittence of . "8 0 
dey by-fo ſuch. an, Expedient: 
the, Heathen might ; be, 
well-as, ciemhesa K 5 Ehas is f 1 
Gentiles might b | 
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| from which the Jews mw many things 


ad nor. Afi, all ihe og . 
of it in themſelves fo univerfally, - 

= Dafabr: "right Realon, nor ſo per- 
fetive of natural Religion, as the Goſ- 
Was ; {6 that to adventure the know- 
"of a futiire ſtite upon.a bare Pro- 

1 of Revelation oily, niight then have 

put thoſe' Gentiles Minds into a Suſpi- 
Cion, That'that part of the Revelation had 
had no hettet Foundatior iriReaſon, than. 


_ many other parts of the ſame Reveal'd 
Religion had. f Now, it was otherwiſe 


with the Evangelick Diſpenfation , be- 
cauſe all the principal praQick parts of 


| its Profeflion were. fo Rational, and ſo 


ible to flatural Religion, that had 


not the Article: of a future World, and 


all that relates to it, been. offer'd to 


' Faith; and not left' to Demonſtration, (as 


the Jews in a great 'part might have it) 
-the whole Chriſtian Religion would have 


| Kem'd ro a Heathen Mind, and perhaps f6 


to ſome others, rather to be of Philoſo- 

phicat than'off Divine Tnſtitution, | 
"Thirdly, I anſyer > That it is very 

aeobeble , that ſuch a Rational way. of 


' deryonſtrating another World, might be 


alſo ſomewhat encourag'd by Tradition 
from the Patriarchal ſtate of the Church, 
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ingreat veneratiqn, and conſtant-praQice. 
nWfocyer, that knowlooge of the 
other World reach'dtheir Minds, it's cers 


ring 
{> catholick among tho Jer, "that, the | 
W ala SQ. began about the © 


| er the Great, that: 
about three Centuries befare;Chrift came) 
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———T &c pee Toy eV Te- their departures , from . 


Foes: 53s dz the Bodicy, ſhall exiſtin 
mregds iy xeipore, 7 74s A better place. ; and, that 
xelonws indbxatulvas Yeoer "the unjuit and the wick- 
7.7 Dial. cum Lrypb, - | FIT 6.403 
Pag. 223» ed ſhall. be in a- worſe 
| _. ſtate, expeRing the tune 

of their Judgment. And the Author of ; 

Europe Speculum, accqunting-the prelent W}: 
'Europ ſtate of the Jews, informs us, That the _ 
Spec , Belief of the end of. the Warld., and of WF 

*S"7 the final Judgment ; of. the, reſtoring of 

Mens Bodies, and of their ,evexlaiting Ml 
Happineſs in, the heighth, of the Heavens, 
is Good in general. And by thete An» FF 
ſwers, qur. Sceptick, I hope; wall place. no 
confidence 1n this Laſt Exception., * 
: CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


A Es £1 )'-I thall-eg- 
land to repreſent © pots 


| dis; Thar there can be no other ſifs 


ficient Motives or En emetits :'of 


' (which is the ſame ) no other ſufficient 


Reaſons morally to lg: @mian, that is, 
(as he/adts rationally) really to enable 
him to live a vertuous Life, or to re 
ſtrain- himſelf from being vitious and 


immoral, but ſuch as'bearia relation ts 


a Future World: ' And to make this aps 
pear -convidtively © true, I ſhall reduce 
alt: I have-to ſay abour it, to one ge 


eral Head, which ,' with what relates 
to' it maſt neceſfirily occaſion , two 


diſtin& Sections.” In the Firſt, I Thall 


offer Reaſons for it from the mighty Difs 


feultics', with which a' man muſt efi- 
ge - when he is about the work of 
ving a Vertuous Life. In'the Second; 


gd. T-muſt Anfiver two Exceptions againſt 
.  'whar thoſ& Reaſoris import, concerning 


the difficulries''of being Verttious and 


Good:; and I ſhall alſo" give Reaſons; : 


Why GOD was my that the poſſts 
_ bility 


6 (as the proceedure of 
| Argument doth neceſſa- 
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N: this Firſt: Section: I ſhall purſue 
: . thatorder; ;that is, I} ſhall endeavour 
= to demonſtrate,' [That no other Encou- 
ragements-or. Reaſons: (' for in the caſe 
of rational; Agents, they are -.both 'the 
fame) can-morally be ſufficient to de - 
-termine a Man's reſolution-and /-praQice 
to live a Good .and Vertuous Life, but 
ſuch as relate:to-a Future World. And 
the Repreſentation of it, will be found- 
_ ed upon the: conſideration of the very : 
many, and otherwiſe , 'uncontroulable 
 _—_ oppolitions, difficulties, and :diſcourage- 
3s ments, with which GOD {wma on, 50 
= in His Divine Wiſdom, 'That the, poſſi: 
I bility of Mans being Vertuous and, Res 
; ligious, ſhould be fo encumber'd, That 
no.leſs Reaſons or Encouragements ſhould - 
be thought ſufficient -to : balance his 
mind reſslutely to grapple with them 
but ſuch as concern; another. World; 
'And all this I ſhall endeavour. to -illus | 
ſtrate, by giving the Reader a full: pro+ 
pect of thoſe Encumbrances, under | 
hel Five Heads Wa, il 
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Jemonſtrated by Rational Evidence: 
-:!Bat” before! I' can well' begin to ex- 
plain 'thoſe' feveral caſes, I muſt firſt en- 
deavour to"obviate one great Exceprion ; ; 
afid it's offer'd by them”! that will- be 
ready'to fay;- That there be ſome natu- 
ra] « iſpoſitions: to Vertue'in many', if 
' not! in''moſt-Men', more'' or leſs, that 
may” 'even' of” courſe, \make the;way of 
Vertue/ more" eaſy and leſs/incumber'd, 
without: any meceſfary conſideration had 
to the eficouraging and obliging *Con- 
cerns of another:World. | Now our Ex- 
—_—_— means; ſome 'Mens natural 
| Modeſty, :and /good-Nature;' other Mens . 
| placable, peaceable, honourable and' ge- 
rerous Inclinations ; and'then, that ſuch 
catural 'Tempers may in themſelves fa- 
Cilitate a Vertuous Life; * 

1:My Anfwer to this Exception , will 
be 'man __ upon ſeveral Conſiderati- 
Ons. + 

Firſt, as to ixeh Vertyous Ativins, 


. 8s derive from thoſe Mens natural good 


Tempers, as roy come up to ſome' de- 
gres of nece _ in ating them, ' and 
may. reſemble the 'Vertues of ſome Brute 
Animals,.-that 'a&t by inftint, fo they 
may: 'oft-times, be rather 'marerial- 
ly, than truly; formally Vertuous. And 
therefore; 'Divines -ought' 'to advertize 
fuch kinds of'-Perfons, not to be over- 
2751 R 3 confident 
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confident” of: their being! really ' Vertu- 


' to have in thein Tempers, ;fome othet. - }+ 


ous ( eſpecially upon 2 Religious -A&« 
count ). from--Adions , i that- perhaps's 
may: be -no; more than the: natural Et-. 
fects of thein complexional diſpoſitions 
to ſome- particular. Vertues. i! ©, }: 

. Secondly, Iſuggeſt, Fhat/Men: of thoſe 
naturally good: Qualifications," though 
1n' the beginning! of their »comverle 10 
the: World, may readily:a&@:fuch Ver» 
tues, as relate. to their- complexions, yet 
when they come afterward: :t6- meet 
ſtrong Temptations to:.the: contrary, 


.may find the: fame difficulties and dul- 


couragemenits to preſerve-their natural 
ly good Temper, as others of a diffes - 
reat humour. - What prodigies of aloft 
Modeſty, of a baffld good Nature, and 
of a debauch'd Honour, have fome men 
appeard-to be, that had 'the- naturak 
advantage of thoſe- Excellent Qualificas 
tz0nsS? "33 e.J:1t3 , 
Thirdly, I offer to- conſideration, That: 

Tuch Men, as are naturally endow'd: 
with any. of thoſe complexional' difpe= 


ſitions ro Vertue, may yet'be: oberv'd, 


Humours and Inclinations, which may: 
create as. great. a difticulty'to' preſerve 
their vertuous; Converſations intire," as 
thoſe Men meet withal,” who -have. o_ 
| tas 
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. | demonſtrdtedy 
. tes nf aentending -with the: want 'of 

ſact -naturallygood diſpoſitions.” ' ; - -:1 
+ Fourthlþand Laſtly, As to that more 
famous mtaralqualification* of an. ho: 
nourable.temper,-upon' which principle: 
I: grant, that.many excellently Vertuous 
things/ havecbeen, and arc:afted un the! 
World ;; but-then I'fay, : how eafily is 
the Notion--of'-true « Honour: loft, and 
what; miſtaken-meaſures and diſguiſes of 


it are' tobr:generally emtertain'd m the 


world; ſo that;rhough ſuchperions may 
ſhew a greatneſs. of mind© in! fome caſes, 
yet -if rhey! have no-Religious- Principles 
in them- to give them a. better conduct 
of itheir-aftions; how wilt: their natural 
and complextonab:honour;extravagate in» 
to: ſucly wild''excefics, as are altogether 
unaccaumtable'ito any ſence! of Reafon, 
or” Vertue:z::how will fame: ſuch men 
maintain their hardy reſolutions, and 
natural"fRlownneſs. in 'a-Dud,; perhaps 0n- 
ly:for an offenſive word;\ that would not 


ſo hofnourablyr expreſs it in all-rthole adts 


of ſtrict jaſtice-and goodaels,/ as þ have 


repreſented! the notion of vertue,. and-live. 
I: ing Vertuoufly; in the Eirft Chapter af .- 

\ tlus Argament;;Sedt. -oheobirſt? + | + 
 _- Ant} now having.acquitted my ſelf of : 


this exception; I thall preſume upon the: 


$ -; ties 
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: ties and incumbrances of beingtruly vere: - 
 tuous are fuch,' that no-enchuragements? + | 
can be ſufficient to oppoſtand \contteul. 


them, but ſuck as may be:ipropos'd from! 
the concern of a Future. Wold... :-<:: 


: Firſt, let a man attentively.conſfider In! 
. his mind, © the true Figure:ob his whole - 
compounded ſelf; that is, howhe isin ge-/ 
neral made upoftwo greatly:diverſe,” and : 
in many reſpeQs, very incongruous parts- 
and principles, iz. a Body anda ri 
each of which ſuppos'd ta: be;naturally; 
qualify'd with ſomany different.capacities' 
ot acting, and which: require hk Varies 
tics-of objeQts,:about which; ta exerciſe: 
their operations:' And then; tew thoſe-”. 
operations do. bear a tendency to ſo ma-: 
ny- diſagreeing ends and putpales, that 
2 mans whole Nature ſeems-te:be a mif- 
cellany of Beings, - or a. complication of 
many natures m:One} ' {| © 4 1 0 nu 
And then Iet him further conſider, that-: 
moſt of thoſe Parts and Powers of his: ! 
thus compounded ſelf, ſuch as be his Ima»: 
ginative faculty, the affe&tions/and paſli- 
_ ops of his Soul,” and the various appe: : 
tites of the. Corporeal and Senſual part of - 
his Being, are not only diſpos'd-to exert; ; 
their ſeveral operations in a great diſpari- ' 
ty-to, and with one another, but moſt - 
commonly: in: direct -contrariety:; to his-- 
reaſoning mind, | Now 
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' Yaw;:mey-alto frequently have-notice of, 


ſual-motions ;Qr: (as'St. 


that. Soul all Underſtanding; it would 
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demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 249: © 
| -Now, here lays the mighty difficulty of = 
being: Good and Yertuous, | becauſ@-it's: . - 
2-yery herd thing £61 bring all-thoſe feve+ 
ral ares: of humane Natures which are: 
ſo variouſly multiply'd; both-in Soul and: 
Body, and: are: {o:inconfiſtent-0ne: with 
another ; to, the: Rule, ..Conduct;--and 
| Na of right! —_ ;: infomuch, E 
fOrt ining that power no man 4 
canacquit. = cy ck withouta-kind - if 
of. Tyranny upon: a:-very great part of 
himſelf: Of which: Porphyry- (though . a 
Heathen) - could: not-\but - beſo; ſenfible,, 
that-\{peaking ; of the; ;purgation:(which 


i9-other Philoſophers). of a .mags-ſenſu- 4 
al; ;APpetites 1 in order to. Vertye; Giſcourſ- 4 
etl: that it-cag'c. be done 1] < - 

without the S2uls divorce RN dg ye, & mize 


Tis Ay s 


from; the Body, ancits; ſen- oro uoriens, Sent. 


Paul expreſieth it): without taking: upen Galat. 5. 
him the office (as it. were) of ing"upn 2 I 
rioners: and that inthe hardeſt inſtance of A 
its; employment without a'-Crncifixion | 
of himſelf in his affeions;and- luſts; 

Now, ifa man had-been all Soul, and 


have: been thought: no hard matter to 
be: Vertuous and Good, and'that becauſe - 


his nr power would not have 
allow'd 
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his reaſoning Power, 4 


- of Future: World's Exiſtence" 
allow'd-any: thing'to:be-undertaken arid 
aQed,:thar | is contrary to-its ſelf: But 
when it's conſidered; thatthere be befides 


- that faculty in humane nature, ſo many” 


principles of ation both3iti:Soul and'Bo- 
dy, that:hold fach'a _— oppoſition to 
ſtantly: f6liciting for ſatisfactien, againſt 
the intereftof vertue, 'thatman nwſt be 


 very-credalous/'or 'unconcern'd, that can”. 


think any-encouragement (even for one' 
that would deſire to be'vertuous)' tobe 
ſufficient to'engage/ himi to enter-rhe' liſts 

of that war with himſelf, and to uphold 

his mind :againſt ſuck powerful contra-/ 
ditions to his: good intendment, "except - 
it be-by: a propoſal to- himſelf of ſome 
attainable happineſs, whoſe intereft may- 
appear to him far greater-and more con-/ 
ſiderable,. than any: of thoſe fatisfaQions; 
which the inferiour /parts/of his Nature 
exact and: call for. * And. if it were not: 
ſo, this abſurdity muſt follow, That his 

Reaſon-muſt be tuppo&d tobe left to a&/ 
without areaſon; that-is,: without:afuf- 
ficient encouragement from fome-end or / 
other, whoſe value and' preference. might 

over-rule- and controul-all other intereſts 
whatſoever, that are: in themſelves found 
to be leſs cſteemable.. Now defire that 
any man would ſuggeſt ro:me, what hap--- 
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tobe fa: conſiderable, as- may ingage his 
ſupefiour :mind:to -oppoſe - the: atisfai-: 
ons of his imagination and paſſions af his: 
Soul, -and:the ſenſual apperites.of his: bo-. 


_ dily:Self, in order./to; Vertuer- And if 


he:can't find any ; thing ;in- this:warld , 
that-may” affect; his mind-with-ſach-a- 
value (as Fhavean-other Arguments con-! 
vinc'd; that there:is nothing)-then ether: 


.y ke:muft flyrofomething; that is-beyond 


this preſent mortal Stare; or gle: #5 muſt 
bei preſun'd:;that (God Almighty bath - 


\. afforded him no fufficient encouragement 


to:\be-good -2nd: vertuous:'4t! all.: - The 


250: 


ſine: 15, Thax God: bath deGgnedly: (as | 


I ſhall repreſent in the next Seftion).made. 
man in fuch a.fGigure; and gave bim ſuch. 
2 kind-of nature; _ —— ſuffi 
cigntly' encourage him to. be: Religious, 
pr Vertuous, but only;the coor 
cernof another World. |: 7 = 

''-2;) Second/y,as a' mans intendments for 


vertue.may be thus perplexed with.a mit» 


tinous: company of his inferiour Paſſions, 


and ſenſual Appetites within him, ſo let. 


him-confider, what a kind of world. it is, 


in which he: is by: Divine Ordination, 


_ . ſociallyito. enjoy his Being 3:1.and thens 
 _ how-much thereim-all vertuous antentt- 


ons 
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ons Will 'be conſtantly: neumber'd with 


ſo many** differently flattering objects,' | 


that are 'not” only . foreign, ' but ſome-' 
times contrary to the exerciſes of: Ver- 
tue, without him. Which kind of obje&ts 

whereſvever he 'lives;:'with whomſoever 
he converſeth, -or in*whatfoever quality 
of life /he'is employ'd ; will always .-at- 
tend-his'fenſes and imagination, and: be 
ſoliciting- his'affe&ions and ſenſual 'ap- 
perites for entertainment. And if ever 
thoſe bewitching enchantments'for a:pre= 
ſent ſeeming * fatisfaQtion,''do buc gain'a; 
preference-in' his fancy (which will; be: 


' a hard matter for him to eſcape) and af-: 


ter that {all but. once-come to intereſt his: 
AﬀeQions; it's beyond\/a peradyenture;* 
bur that the- Supreme 'Part of his: Soul, 
though'it ſhould then'ſtand on the: fide: 
or part 'of Vertue,' would ſoon be' wea-- 
ried in-the conteſt j_ and grow weak-and> 
imprevalent, if it hath not'greater encou- 
ragements to enable it to. undergo the:con- 
flict with "thoſe competitours, than: ſuch 
as he can poſlibly ſuggeſt to himſelf,trom- 
any the beſt concerns- of this" preſent. 
life, St rt! | $3900 2A 17} BOS 
.” And then, when -by:the treachery of. 
his Debanchi'd fancy and affections; 'rhe! 
Rational'part of his'Soub ſhall ftoopito! 
admit an impoſure upon its ſelf, fo:as to; 
, approve 


it's more 


diſparagement.  /That is, perhaps his 
mind - will be | over-rul'd, to-think Tem- 
perance too unpleaſant and unſociable, 
Fortitude too dangerous, ;Prudence. too 
formal, Gratitude and Ingenuity. the filly 
effeQs. of an | eaſy”: Nature,..' Juſtice and 
Honeſty too. nice and unthrifty.; and all 
other kinds of: Vertues too. unaccommo- 
dable' for his /preſent Intereſt, Pride, -or 
Pleaſure. : 9945 0% bes hg 

And if theRational Judgment be once 
thus diſorder'd and;prejudic'd,: what can 
reſtore. him tothe true eſtimation and 
- love:of what is Good and Vertuous, /in 

; order- to a Manly reſiſtence of all: thoſe 
powerful Temptations, that will be dai- 
ly gazing upon him, to perfwade him 
to. the contrary 2.:-Surely there iis .no- 
thing. elſe can;: come |in- balance: 'with 
thoſe potent Enemies to Vertue, iſo cas 
to over-rule his mind to reſiſt them, but 
2-lively-and a prevailing concern, for. 
what relates toa Future World... It muſt: 
be ſuch an apprehenſion or none,. That: 
Fz2 | can 
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a Ros ghee vo rg ne 
Jorrient: of [the neteffity. of © 
whe 7M can even - Auſſie 
rational Power in-him-+to conquer his 
abus'd ©Imaginations"'and © AﬀeRivns ; 
which? will: otherwiſe,” in-defpite of -all Þ 

- other Argumetits that cart be giver hitti 
to the-contrary, every diy more-and 1} 
more oe his'*mind ;- to be ''ims 
moveably-affixed to-the preſent World's 
deluſive, and + vainly admir'd:Shows; and 
"00 heal, The difficulty of deſgni 

3. Zhirdly, 'The difticulty of deſigning 
ind living a- Vertyons' Life, is we tant 

' ther encreaſed, when it's conſidered; 
That {o' great a part' of Humane Life is - 
paſt and gone, before a Man is grown 
old enough ro be himſelf, that is, 'be- 
fore his tuperiour mind will think it ſelf 
at leifure,:or indeed,” be ordinarily” cas | 
pable at- all, to encounter with his:na- \ 

rural Aﬀe&ions, and ymnruly Apperites 
within him ; or with the deluſions of 
the World's. deceitful Objets without 

im. :I:fay, it's a- great while, before 


_ 4 righr;> and well-intormid Reafon,: thar 
ſhould andertake Vertues| Work, wilt 
be tolerably able to'exerciſe” its Authos 

rity cap his Aﬀedtions and - Actions; 

_ or of paſſing a right Judgment upon 
his own'-principal Good! and _—_— | 


4 S+ 


cmmmaumacke, 
[24 oP 


WOT OW WG” TP YU —_ 


| tel epcnly fix be true: Cotich 
. St. Auſtzn averts,. as the Ji 

moſt. ſearned Men, of that gy ye | 
; pn Lis of Youth is, o__ oo 
4man comes 'to-the- age of about 'Thir- *"iginta _— 
ty. Years. & —_ 
ennie- 


rant etiam . hujus fzculi doQtiflimi homines, javentutem. 
." De Civ. lib. 22. cap. 15. 


And then, if all that while he allows 
himſelf ſuch. a looſe conduc of his 
Actions, ( as is, ordinaril obſery'd in 
that time of - Life ) in what is he like- 
ly to. paſs away, this ungovernable part 


- - of his Exiſtence, but in trifling. and: fol- 


. ly, and. in the ordinarily oblery'd_ mif- 
adventyres and miſcarriages of Youth, "Agee, 
( as Plutarch fally . repreſents them ) cede ” = 
without any ſufficient Controul from his *a--= 
yet. immature, and unperfedt Mind 2 —_—_ 
AW, 4 xs-- 
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_ And when he is thus Gn ER down 
his youthful-Precipice, - ifthie Wiſdom of 
\ Pertze ſtops him not, before the. Meri- 
. - dean of his time be paſt, ao. dow 
_ danger of encountzing with" another po- 
tent Enemy to Goodneſs, ' And that is, 
with: the Dminion and inſulting Autho- 
rity 
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either when are very youtg , or / 


very old : 'not when they are very young; 
oe the reaſons obey" alledp'4 oe 
yet when very old, if they have conti- 
nued their evil habits through the matu- 
' rer part of their Lives; 'the proper \ſfea- 
ſon, when men ſhould recover themſelves 
from their former habituated follies,; and 
d in-the. love and pra- 


be rationally fix 
Rice of Yertue. "Af 
It's taken notice of, That 


Moſes took _ 


that nick of time for his recovery : For 

a 7-' (as the Texts: inferr that obſervation ) 

* Heb. 11. he was- full Forty- Years 'old when the 
ſeem'd to have begun that Mighty Work: 

He then unlooſen'd [himſelf from 'the 

au Court, -and're- 
t Pleaſures of it, and 


Glories of ' the 
nounc'd the tran 


cngag'd himſelf .into a courſe of 


ca 
though 


ROY ne 9 


ſtate of great afflictions, with-the then» 


ſuffering People: of . God: And for the 
- Performance of which (cas the reaſon of 


the thing requir'd it )) he 'plac'd: his en- 


couragement upon the Concerns of a fu- - 
ture World : + For ( faith 'the Text.) he Heb. 15; 


had an Eye upon the recompence of Reward. 
He hoes lenger, def - farther 
adherence to- his Vanity had captiv'd 
him beyond - the relief of his reaſon; 
nor durſt he adventuxe to truft his Soul 
with any-leſs encouragement; to engage 
himſelf in that neceflary Work, leſt he 
had miſcarry'd in that moſt» important 


_ -Enterprize for want of it. 


It's true, I confeſs; that there: be: al- 


' wales ſome. good young, men in the | 
- :World;; but then it's obſerv'd, that their 
vertue hath been (1 ſpeak not of all ) bur . 


comrnonly contingent, or complexional ; 
that is,- either as growing upon the ad- 
vantage of a-good Education and Dilct- 
pline, owas upon the Stock of their own 


_ "naturally-fweet. and tractable Diſpoiti-- 
- ons. But: then it hath alfo' too often 
| been! obſerv'd/, That afterward - thoſe 


pregnant and- promiſing Hopes of a ver- 
-tuous Life; have: become abortive, when 


. thoſe young-men have been left to act 
purely upon the ſtrength of their own: - 
A . S | ' 


Minds 
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| demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 257 
' thotigh he were ſure then'to act it in a | 
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Minds and 'R&foh. Like ſome Plants, 
which' we'take.motice pf to thrive well, 
While they-feed' only upon the nutriment 
xhich the body of the Seed afforded 
them, but when they cofne [to grow 
pon the fivength- of the 'Ground only, 
after all theirifirft vernant :thews, have 
wirher'd away, through 'rhe weakneſs of 
'v defeQive foil So many young men 
have beercommendably vertnons upon 
the advaritage)of their” own!'good 'Na- 
tore and Educatiog, who-afterward have 
fail'd, when they came to Jive abroad 
35 the World's wide-Field.-.! 
Now, upon'ithis whole conſideration 
which I have-made, cancerning thetime 
of. Youth, ;What can 'be-ſuppos'd to be 
offer'd to a 'ygung man, white he lives 
ſubje& to! beioybr-rul'd "by his paſſions _ 
and natural'appqites?' Or;oyWhat Argn- 
ments can+beprefum'd'to. be Rrong 
enough'to' hringihis'Mind ito ny ſuffice 
ett 'attendafice” to'the | Counſels of Ver- 
tue, amidſt the-proſpeQ of /ſoanany' en- 
ricing Objects, 'to!tivert himronrir, but 
an'atarm” from the/moſtiferivus eonſide- 
r*ion of 'rhe*Conterns of.another World? : 
Therefore, when Solomon: ddvertiz'd the 


Eccl 12: ſiy'y ting than; fo RemEmiber bis Cheater 
'.* "the Ways of *bis' Touth, 'and "trad"told 
er. 13- Hin, Thr norhing bur -Fearing"Gud and | 


keep- 
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_ denitnſtrated þ1 Ration: Bi idence. 259 
| derpinghs his Commandments, could-make him R 


Happy, | he ag Eo = ARS, to 
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©.4« Fourth) ele Lt us,. a free all "Us 

- mention'd difficulties of being , 

2 courſe of * Vertue, UBT Ve La | AF 

"That he that. deſigns to live: vertuoully, : 

Li .ought alſo-to ſuppoſe, that it isnot oly 
dflible, but very probable, hat hem | 
tive counter-to or  Ex2 | (10- 

kind or anot Fe 

Mankind : "And Tomatth ES 


s | - the Examples of them, Ke wo 
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x —_ to. cole, Bt Ot. W- & 
þ of them upan. w FER 

iy depen "and Cobh Bat muc} 

4 L; Agent 7 very -often to the Ex 

s ee whoſe Age, Station, Saropl 

þ perience had, given, ome credinfo 
t i far. and vicious practices. 

pZ ode an if a man ſhall but. ſeriouſly in- 

þ » fore ger. of the univerſally acknows- 


rey. lency of evil Exam les, and 
how, {og Þ Py &y, be too. pri, "like a 


et rent, they are apt to bear %. i 
LL jp erzuous down before ths; ; and I 
$2 then 
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"then ſhall conſider, how that prevalency 


ariſeth not ſo much from any taking Ar- 
gument that there is in vicious, and de 

'bauch'd Exatnples in themſelves, 'as from 
that inclination that is naturally implan- 
red in all men, to be govern'd.by Exam- 


”ple, rather than by any other method. of - 


Conduct ; the difficulty of being ver- 
tyous muſt, on that account, be ſtill 


"very much .encreas'd. It's known by 
"common obſervation , "That. Orations, 


Sermons, dexterous Reafonings, and a di- 
Jigent attendance to Books, (though they 


may very much influence, yet) are ex- 


| perimentaley found to hg far leſs prevai- 


- 


"hey tend elthet ro'Good or Evil. == 
_ © Andherefore, our Saviour, in his fa- 


mous Sermon upon the Mount, after. he 
had prefac'd' it with Eight qualifications - 


of Mind, as neceſſarily requir'd in' them 


' tfat irftended to. engage in the Obſerva- 
tion of hjs following Precepts, beginsrhe 
Sermon with that which he judg'd moſt. 


conſiderably conducing to a Good Life, 
and'that was, 'to make the Good actions 


_ of his Hearers exemplary to one another. 


( Mat. 5.) And as it was our Saviour's 


-prime care to promote the Benefit of a 
g00d 


ing with 'the natural [temper of- moft 
. men, than.is 2 conſtant Proſpedt of actual 
Prelideiits and Examples, whitherſoever 
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| fideats before: his Ye ? Syrely.nothing 


good Exemplification : So, it, hath been 
ever {ince believ'd of fuch as wereto be 
afterward. the Subſtitutes of his Prieſt- 


hood, that they have the more remarka- 


bly prevaiPd in their Miniſterial Offices, 
Ke: their good Examples have given 


'Life to theix other endeavours : And, 

the building up of God's Church, hath _ 

- then moſt ſucceſsfully gone on, when 7.10. 
they have wrought with both Hands, quendi 


that is, both by Life and DotQtrine, 
Now, this whole Diſcourſe, concerning 
the nature and importance of Exampli- 
fication; amounts to this, That if there 
be ſuch a natural Prevalency in all Exam- 
ples to controul the Minds and Lives of 


men : And if there be ſo obſervably, al- 


waies in the World, ſo many ſuch Exam» 


ples, as will be encouraging Vice, Im- 
morality, and the Univerſal Negle&ts of 


Religion ; What an addition is it to the 
difficulty of mens Undertaking to live 
good and vertuous Lives 2 What Power 
can ſtem ſuch a ſtrong Tide ? or, What 
encouragements can the Mind aſfyme to 


its ſelf, from-any. thing that this World 
' "can tender, to reſtrain a man from. fol- 


lowing a. common Mode ( perhaps at 


* that time moſt faſhionable ) of ill-living, 


for which he hath daily ſo many Pre- 


can 
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powerful, an-oppoſition to. Vertue, unleſs' 
he advanctth. his. Soul ito be concern'd . 
in what relates to,another World. 

5. Fifthly, and Laſtly, They that de- 
ſign to live vertuouſly, thar is, ſtrictly 
ſo, beſides the 'mention'd; inconveniens' | 
cies of bad. Examples, muſt alfo expe 


to be entertain'd (mote or leſs) with. 


as many diſcouragements,. as the vitious 
and immoral can poſſibly contrive. For . 
there is..2 malignant diſpoſition in the 

Mind? of moſt men that are habitually 
evil, which. will commonly engage them. 
either in an open Enmity, or 1in-a ſecret 
Spite, againſt the Perfons of the Vertu-. 
ous : And in whatſoever other inſtances 

their Malice ſhall fail them,,. yet they 
will be ſure to put the Actions-of the 
Vertuous, let them be never ſo upright 


and innocent , upon - the rack of all 


poſſible miſconſtructions for their | dif- |}. 
couragement. -- 
If tuch Good men ſhall live quietly 
and inoffenſively in the World, it: muſt 
be accounted” from -a puſillanimity and 
meannefſs, of Spirit. If in any inſtances 
they be obfervably grateful or ingenious, 
it's nothing elſe, but an effect of a weak . 
and untutor'd Judgment. If they. can't . 
comply with fome' mens "Riotiſm a 
a: | De» 
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demonſtrated by Ratiqnal 


\o: BY Debaucherics, /'tis Penury and ſtraitneſs 
els" i of Soul.” If they -be. cheerful; they: are 


1d | vain; if reſerv'd, *ris Sullenneſs, If they 


bo be generally ciyil and obligiag in their 

- I - Behaviour, it muſt be Flattery , Neutra- 
ly FW. lity in publick Concerns, or baſe Com- 
n- I  pliance ' upon deſign : And then, if they 
A | keepdiſtance, tis Pride and an unſociable 


th | Singularity.» If the Good man ſhall go 


us = about to oblige ſuch men by KindneE 
or ſes, they will hate him the more, be- 
he MW canſe he:was in capacity to do ghem : 
lv | And if upon apparent affronts anFabuſes 
m. | - he be ready to offer terms: of reconci- 
ct lation, they will never forgive him the 


u- BY Injury ( as.they will account it) of his . 


es if 4 taking any: notice at all of their Un- 
8 - worthineſs : If the common buſineſs of 


it. | Company, he hears no body commen- 
it F ded-butthe Thriving, and the Cunning, 
- # and no man applauded as Wiſe and 'Hap- 

*+ py , but the \-Rich and: the Succeſsful > 
y ' they are to be alwaies'the beſt men' (as 

_| they call it). ef the Neighbourhood , 
d | Hhowſoever unfurniſh'd-io. the: Region of 
S BY their Minds, or how irregular'and. /un- 
, 
1 


worthy :ſogver in the | courſe of rheir . 


Lives. And-while he:is among them; -if 
- *hhe,offers to talk to purpoſe, no min 
_ [iſkepsto him : Jf be adudethi well, noge 
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ie | the World brings the Good man- into + 


94 Attends. 


2634" - 4 Fulure World's Exiſtonee  - 
attends his*Counſel : IF his indignation 
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againſt ſueh Trifles of Mankind, makes 


him ſpeak aſtout Word, that'relates to: 


Vertue, or another' World , there's pre- 
ſently an alarm given either for an uni» 
verſal Sport, or a Quarrel. But if at any 
time-a ſtronger temptation, and a ſnare 
lajd, ſhall betray his vertuous' Soul ty 
comply too far with the humour of the 
looſe Society, it ſhall never be forgotten 


to his reproach ; and how ſoon and well 


{ſoevey he ſhall retraQt his Surprize, yet 
it ſhall be thought ſufficient to juſtife 
all the affronts and unkind uſages that 
the immoral and vitious ſhall: tor ever 
after deſign and ofter ugon him : And 
it's well it his Poſterity eſcape. 


And then, a further diſencourage- 


ment 15, 1f he that deſigns to be Vertu- 
-ous, be of Honourable: ExtraQtion, it 
ſhall be ſuggeſted to him, That his 
ſtrictly manag'd Life,” will leſſen him in 
his Honour, 1f not degrade his Quality: 
If he otherwiſe ſtands in good and plen- 


tiful Circumſtances, he*muſt expect (in. 


as many reſpedts as they can )) to 'be 
-made a prey. to the Vitious, who thall 


take the ſame pleaſure to do it, and to 


. boaſt of . it, and ſhall be as little blam'd 


for it, as he that robs an . innocent. 
Church-man of his due, or 'that plui- 


ders 
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demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 265. 1 


mM |. ders! one, that .refuſeth to be Diſloyal 
es | in _ a time of : Rebellion. As: for that 
_ 
&- 


Man's ſhare in ordinary -civilitiesy. fuch as 
keep up Societies in- mutual Friendſhips, 
Ii» BY he'ſhall be ſure to have the leaſt pro- 
y portion of them ; and his ſtrict and 
re yertuous Life , ſhall ſet a mark upon 
to his door, and teach the common Viſt- 
1 i tours to paſs it by, like a Houſe infe- 
nN Red with the Plague: And at laſt, they 
11 ſhall grow ſo weary of his. Neighbour- 
t | hood, that they: will alwaies be wiſh- 
fe [| - ingly enquiring ( with the Evil: Man in 
it  - the Pſalm, P/al. 4r.5. ) When ſhalthe 
r = die, and his Name periſh 2 Theſe, and ſuch 


d | as theſe, are the diſcouragements, which 

he that intends to lead a Vertuous Life, 
>- I - may reaſonably propound to himlelf to 
[- encounter with, from the evil part of 
t the World; not. that I'think, that every 
S Vertuous Man, [and at all times alike, 


a ſhall be aſſaulted with every one of them, 
: in the manner andorder that I have now 
- repreſented them ; yet nevertheleſs, we 
1 may : be confident,, That all-Vertuous 
. Perſons ( if ſtrialy fo.) do meet with 

{ ſome-of them, and ſome, with moſt 
) of them: And . they that. megt with 
[ feweſt, canſidering their other menti- 
. on'd Incumbrances from within, and 

without them, will find work enough 

| : to 
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to bear.u pagainſt them, that 


they 
_ chr zhinds and-lives. cloſe to ther | 


jons::/." And then 'whis 
= indagine, ' That they. ſhould entertain 


their minds with the hape of any ſuch'En- | 


couragements, as: may. elſewhere balance 
their: Reaſon, 'to over-tule ſo many Diſs 


oy, 6 but of thoſe only, which 


they may y ſuggeſt to. themſelves, ' from 
the favour: of 2  Good-GOD, as it -re- 


lates eſpecially to the- hopeful 'CONCEerns 


of another World ? '-This the laſt diffi- 


culty :*bur Why did-G OD permit all _ 


hiv? \ That's the buſineſs of the next 
SeRion: to ſolve. - 


"oY 


Sechion TI I. 


Paving thus laid down the Five In- 
ſtances of the ſeveral difficulties, 
with which Men, that would live Ver- 
tuouſly, muſt expe to be incumber'd, 


I might now-come up cloſe tothe conclu> 


fion, 'did -I not foreſee -a Rancounter 
from my conſtantly attending Caviller: 


and he+hath- two things' to obje& a- 


ozinſt the** Repreſentations which I have 
made of" thoſe Difficulties.” 1. Firſt, ſaith 
he,” H6w' can all this confift with your 
own Principles, and'the Notion, that is 

ordinarily 
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ion + of - which it-is affirm'd,” That 


or that Our Saviour ſhould 1af,- That WW 


His Toke was eaſy, | aud | His Biirdey Mat. 11. 
Eu ef Aly oe 30. 


Bebto- ot ES £3 lag 

Giſt, I Anſwer, that though Our Sa- 
viour declared His Yoke. to be eaſy; Tc. 
yet is it a Yoke, and a Burden till ; 
and fo thoſe Metaphoricat Expteſſions, 
muſt ſuppoſe 'ahd import ſomething in 
their proper meaning; that is ſevere and 
difficult. And thongh His Cofnmand- : 


.* ments: are. not grievous, yet are they 


7 
Q* 


nevertheleſs Commnandments ſtill; thar 
is, reſtraints, limitations, and boundaries 
of ſomething, that Men are apt 'to ac- 
count their natural Freedom: 

"+ Secondly, 1 Anfyer , That that eaſi- 
neſs and non-grievoulſnels may be-ſpo- 
ken [but as comparatively. of ſomethin; 
that is harder, and more oppreſſive. Ai 
that 1s, either as to the boridages 6f 
he -Moſaical Inftirtition., or as to the 


_ Slavery and Drudgery of tiving under 


the intolerable Dominion and Tyranny 
bf finfal Habits; which orion of eaſi- 
neſs in thofe Two comparative ReſpeQs;, 


- doth not at all faperfede what I have 
. + repreſented concerning the difficulties of 
; ty 


ring a Yertdousand Religious Life. - 
OY - _ 3- Thirdly, 
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A Futare World's. Exiſtence 


a more general .account accommodable 
to right Reaſon , - and as they are in, 
themſelves more approvable to a mans 


natural underſtanging : and therefore 
.can't be thought. grievous to- the ſu- 


pream--part of. himſelt, ( which is 


eſpecially hunſelf, and degominates: him - 
a Man) abſtratly. conſidered, low , 


troubleſome and - difficult - ſoever- the 


practice of them may. be in a complex 


and compounded Notion of . himſelf ; 


that is, as he_ is made-up of ſo many - 


inferiour. paſſions, inclinations, and ſen- 
ſual appetites, as I have repreſented the 
caſe, in the former Section. 


4. Fourthly, 1 Anſwer, that His Yoke, - 


Burden,” and Commandments may.. be 
found the . more ealy, and leſs grievous 
with reſpe&t to thoſe excellent diſÞoſi- 


tions of Mind, . with which every . 
true Diſciple of CHRIST that un- 


dertakes a. Profeſſion, of his Religion, 
muſt. neceſſarily be ſuppos'd to be qua- 
lify'd ; that is, with meekneſs and low- 
lineſs of heart, ſuch a ſubmiſlive-and 
humble temper of Mind, as he there ad-. 
viſeth- to, in the ſame, period of Dif- 
courſe, as learn'd by his. own Ex 


nples 
will make his Yoke fo much the caſter. 


"and 


3. Thirdly.” The Evangelical Vertues. | 
may be repreſented as eaſy, asthey are in - 
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demonſtrated by Rational Evidence: 16g 
- and the pradtical Obſervance of his 
"Commandments {o much the leſs prie- 
- *yous to him, that. deſigns to live a 'Ver- 
_ *tuous and Religious Life. Ek 
5. Laſtly T reply, that thoſe fair ac- 
; counts of the eaſineſs of the Chriſtian 
* Vetrtues, may be founded upon the be- 
BB Jicf of a future world, and with reſpe& 
' tothe great rewards of that Bleſſed 
'State ; for the attainment of which, no- 
' thing ought reſpectively to be account- 
ed hard, that is poſlible, as the bittereſt 
' | Noſe is chearfully taken upon'an aſſu- 
BB red profpe@ of Health, and as the Mer- 
chants hard adventure is made light of, - 
upon a fore-aſſurance of the import of his 
rich. floating Cargo. And this ſolves the 
F firſt Exception. | ls bf 
HY But then Secondly, our Sceptick Dares 
.. arraign the Equity and 'Goodneſs of 
'GOD to Mankind ; and faith, That if 
"Almighty GOD had ever ſeriouſly in- 
tended that Men” ſhould live Good and 
. Vertuous Lives, upon which, His Divine 
'Favour, arid all theit own Happineſs, 
K ſhould chiefly” and neceſlarily depend, 
F (as it's petended ) he would never have 
| been ſo unkind, ' as to put them upon 
ſucha way of Living, whoſe terms ſhould 
be ſo hard and hazardous, and that can- 
not be perform'd without ſo many ama» 
Zing 
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naturally ; ealy, an 4 COm(ne 
tobe Learned and ing, rs 4 
nour were It to. be _ a Phil F 


Þher? So. if the world had. no nchangi = : 


| 'Objeds, 93000 OE 
| Splendour and Greatneſs in it; what Ver- 


tye were it to oppoſe temptations toPride 


and Vanity, Revenge and Arrogancy,' or 
to be conſtantly engag'd in.mumal-'con- 


-deſcentions,” and'in/an univerſal; practice 
vf living peaceably and doing'/igood? 
And.if- ſome'parts' of mans''hature had 
no 97 pa? I a6 andaverfations; 
:1t would be''no more to 'be! Vetttuous , 
than to 'Fator Sleep ; 'no moreifor 'a Man 
to be Temperate," than for a Lamb; his 
it. ity would be:no 'more- commenda- 
than that: ofa: Flower, and his-pea- 
.ceable and: infgoent Converſation, would 
beyjuſt ſo much- accountable, as that of 
a Tree-or Stone.-'/-- 
.:Sothat if the matter: be cloſely Con- . 
ſidered, it muſt-not- only-:acquit'God's 
Juſtice, that he hath permizred:(of which 
Fen are "too apt to/complain {ome diſ- 
<onraging difficulties of being Vertuous, 
-but ifwould highly advancehis Goodneds, 
las thatithereby -he had a [gracious contri- 


- *vaiice, howto 'tnake:man-poſſiblycapa- 


ble6f being: Good-and Vertuous at-all. 


And therefore whenifome men tſhall :x 


Gboar,>upon that account,-toinake their 
wvitieus"hves; iand their reſolutiensizxot to 


fend, thermore excufable tothemieives 
4nd others; . ard avhen: others ithati mean 


better, 
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| © better, ſhall be always' murmuring arid 
complaining at every incumbrance- they 
meet with in the way--of Vertue,; bot 
the one and the other.ſort of men, ought 
to be inform'd, that all that: while they 
are moſt ungratefully arraigning and un-. 
dervaluing one of the choiceſt. in{tances I 
of God's Infinitely Wiſe Love tq,' and 
Care of Mankind, *' - > 16%, (3098 
2. But then Secondly, another fleaſon, 
why God-Almighty - was pleas'd to-per- 
mit thoſe Incumbrances and Difficulties 
to be fo great (as they are to be mea- 
ſur'd by thoſe five mention'd inſtandds) 
was upon a further deſign of his Love 
and Goodneſs to Mankind, in order: to 
promote a greater advance of their hap- 
pineſs' in 'another World: That is;- that 
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the will of man might by thoſe 'diſcoy- © | 
"ragements be the more gulyand.equal- I "i 
| ly balanc'd in his choice: of being Ver- | © 
tuous, ſo as'to be capable of thoſe vaſt I 
/. Rewards and Bleſſings; which God .de- = | 
fign'd for, and -promis'd to him. And = 
the Reaſon, is becauſe upon God's pro- 8 © 
poſal of - thoſe extraordinary returns: of = { 
'Reward and Bleſling in another World ; 7 
the: very ſence and expectation of then i < 
would otherwiſe have over-balanc'd the I 
freedom' of his choice of - being 'Vertu- =. 1 
ous, too much- on the one hand, towards I} © 
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bs determination of his will, anda neceſſity 
of chiſing, had not'the oreatneſs of thofe 
il + Aifficattics 'anddiſcouragements ſo coun» 
br f. terbalan&d his'mind-and pois'd his will; 
ey N. fora-nibre equal freedom inhis electionof 
in- =; Vertue: ſo thats liad 'G: OD Almi 
65 Y been pledsd, that” the way -of 'Vertue 
ad E and Rei; joh 5" ! ſhould; have been thore 
© | is; ks incumber'd with thoſe 
by Aoi is Bf Uiſcou ragements, it ought to 
r= i be- rafbnddly preſum'd, That God would 
ies | have commiinicared'to 'the mind of Man, 
2. 8 lower Apprehenfions of that Future Hap- 
s) B pineſs;, and' fo 'the freedom of His Will, 
ve would "Have been balanc'd for a. leſfer 
to | fireſs' of choice, and conſequently with . 
p- | Jcffer hazard: *But*then it- muſt be al- 
at fo as reaſonably preſum'd;,” That | the 
0- Happineſs atrainable as fi uch 4 Reward 
al-Y fin the end, "would have been proporti- 
r- |. 09d ro: ſoch 'an eaſy, and leſs hazardous 
:tt & - Choice. Waters are obſerv'd to riſe to no 
le- 
nd 
'O- 
of 
d; 
mn 
he 
U- 
ds 
4 


- higher pitch, than according 'to the ad- 
vance they have from the original Ying, 
| Therefore, 1 fay it was a mighty in- 
Nance of GOD's Wiſdom, that he per- 
mitted thoſe difficulties and incumbran- 
ces to be ſo great and numerous, that 
thereby. he might make the hoped for 
, Happineſs, proportionable for Mans e- 
ally balanc 'd Choice of {0 much Ver- 
| Fd tus -. 


2 Theſ. 
5. Go 


is Jo Ta this nit 
on j.-: £0 advapce him | 
Tonchi the hgher, and por degrees of 
&þs inc another. | 
+; Thirdly. Th hg realo NPE 
bat GOP -was plees'd to pexgur-t20f 
difficulties (#0: Teas XG. and ti 
allow the: being .Vertut 
wpon. thoje gry DE wm che lame 
telf might a his Divane, Favour tothe 
vertuous . part 'of Mz 3114S, NEAP AS. 
poſſible, rothe meaſuresof Juſtice an TE- | 
qaity,. as; well - as of Grace. and G, od- 
nels. - That is, that thereby he might | 
make: the. free Donations of ſuch eftra- 
ordinary; rewarding Bleflings to the Ver- | 
tuous., the more accountable. and*(( as; 
it. were; );thq more juſtifiable” tos His 
own infidite Reaſon-.and Wiſdom ; which 
St. Paul, calls the Righteous. Judgment of . 
G O.D;; that, fo all His Divine Attributes, 


Mm "tbe: the. berter_ balanc'd in .ma-/ 


kinSfis Creature, Man, compleatly bap- | 
PY- Ang. who. knows not , boy rho . 
ordinary for many wiſe and good Men 


( more elpecially Commanders in: Ar- © 


- mies )-to 'ofter ſuch Employments to. 


their Friends' and. Favourites , ( W 1om 


they deſign to advance in Repute; and 
PretermentY 


0? © a". 


9 


'' demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 
\ Preferment Y <s have the 'greater trou- 
4, ble and hazard in them, for no other 


HO <> Þ, 


'. fich oppoſitions, 
.\. ragements ; not- only that His own 
{ mighty Favours to them, might appear 
the more reafonable ro Himſelf ; but 


Was of BBUETY PARCEL IH Re WH 16S 
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et 


end, but to juſtify to their own minds, 


Diſcretion, in being nobly kind to ſuch 
; adventurers; and in which they may - 
: have more fatisfaQtion to their generous 
minds, than for any manner of advan- 


a 


e , 'that they may receive to them- 


S 
* ſelves, by ſuch their Friends and Favou- 
\ Tites hazirdoyus Engagements? - And 


then, Why may not we as reaſonably 


' have the 'ſame Thoughts of a Wiſe and 
 Merciful GOD, as to the caſe in hand? 
' This the Third Reaſon. 


» 


* Fourthly. GOD was fo far plas'd to 


permit, ( I could fay to order ) that 
every Perſon mag ericounter with 
ifficulties and diſcou- 
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that alſo (to the greater Glory and Ju- . 


ſtification of His Juſtice and Goodneſs 


- they might approveably appear ſo to all 
; His created rational Beings , When he 
.' ſhall come to be admired in al them that 
> Gelieve in that Day ; as St. Paul expref 
.| feth it. | ES 


And firſt, as to thoſe Beings that 


- had already ſtruggled through thoſe diff- 


culties, and.conquered thofe incumbran- 
| ee WO ces 
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ces, and are.arriv'd at their Reward in 
another World , How. much. will. it {;d- , 


vance the. Glory of -an infinite Bepe; 


factor, when they ſhall recount (as t's 
reaſonably imagin'd they. will) what: e- 
very- one of their Fellow Saints had done 


and ſuffered for Vertue ; and. what h\rd 
Adventures, they had made 1n the time 
of their Probation in the former World, 
to keep up. their Vertuous and Religi- 


ous Integrities 2. I ſay, How. can it Sur 


advance the Glory. of G OD, that /all 
the glorify'd Saints and Angels can | be 
able to ſay, That ſuch a man 1s ot 
in the bleſſed Place, altogether by a jar- 
tial kindneſs with particular reſpects. of 
his Perſon only, and ſo to have nothing 


to applaud, but ſuch a meer and jrre- || 


ſpective Love; but that in the free dot ati- 


on of his Happinefs they can obſerve! hat . 


all other the Divine Attributes did conten- 
ter :with' His Love; and ſo they !ay 
have Reaſon, as to magnify his Wil- 
dom, Juſtice, and Equity, forthe extraor- 
.dinary meafures he took to bring þhim 
to that bleſſed State in ſuch a mannez, ſo 
alſo His tranſcendent Love, in beſtoy/ing 
that bleſſing at all ſo'gractouſly upon him? 
And then on the other fide, thoſehun- 
happy beings, who by their Cowat ice 


.had refus'd to conflict with.thoſe (Jiffi- I} | 


cuties 


On 


| - 
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. themſtlyes out of all thoſe future Bleſſings, 


demonſtrated by Rational Evidence: 
culties anddiſcouragementr of living Ver- 
tuous Lives, and -had thereby - cheated 


. upon the temptations of a-few. vaniſhing 
Pleaſur 


es,and a little: tranſient ſenſual Sa- 


' tisfaQtion,; E-fay,. why ' may it | not- be 


- thought a wiſe ordination in God to per- 
- mit thoſe. incumbrances- in being Vertu- 


ous, that when thoſe unhappy Souls ſhall 


} obſerve, that. God: had beitowed thoſe 


. Mighty . Bleſſings: upon thoſe . that *ad- 


| ties and incumbrances,, that the. Vertys 


.; herd. to their Vertuous Living, ſo in- 
-; cumbred,. they might for ever juſtify his 
. Equity, that-it, was not for ' nothing, or 


for what 'was very inconſiderable, or for 


| What was not. in, their own power to 


ave. done, -as,; well as. in theirs, - that 
he., was pleasd- in his. free love to be- 
Now - thoſe mighty bleſſings, upon. the 
Vertyous ..in. that happy apartment; ſo 


| that: in! both..reſpeds, both to the. Good 
| and; Evil;; God's deſign was to have, his 


Juſtice, magnity'd: as| well as his Mercy. 


«> t 
T7 


' Therefore $t-Pau/calls both.thoſe events, 
a Juſt and Righteous thing;:.or AQ with * 


God, .Sc. 


| "5. Fifthly and Laſtly,, God was pleas'd 


that, man; might not go through; with 
a.'Yertuous ſtate, without-thoſe difficuly 


. ous 
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' happineſs that comes in'any degre&t&-| 
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ous might not only enjoy the hopes and. 
expectations of thoſe future Bleſing at. 
preſent with a more advanc'd inviard 
pleaſure and 'value (as having payd fo fl . 
dear for them) but that they might af-. 
terward enjoy them in the other world,. 


_ with ſo much the greater” ſatisfaction to; 


their own happy minds ;. And thatibe-: 
caule they may be ſenſible of ſomet] ing | 
done by themſelves (th it be \try 
inconſiderable in. reſpe& of the tranſ \en- 
dent ſuperredundancy of their rewaygd:) | 
why,they ſhould be conferr'd upon thein 
by a Juſt and Mereiful- God. For hs 


wards a notion and nature of a Rqw ird,.. 
(being therefore the more accommiydes - 2, 
ble to the mind of a Rational Creature) I 
cahnot but 'be preferable to' any Tind.. |. 
of happinels, that is meerly /and in(en- - 
ditionately gratuitous ; {6 muſt the ſhce 
of the happineſs, to him - that | kath 
hardly adventur'd for it, be{o much;the 
more welcoine and: valuable in- his &wh 

| 2 : IE-6 


' .Now all this was fo ordered by a Wiſe 
and Good GGD, that the Verty us 
mghr ight be the more rationally hap|/y , 
and'ſo the more agreeably to their 6wn- I. 
nature in the other world. This' the” I. 
laſt Reaſon. And thus this third and laſt |} 
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: CONCLUSION. 


Ow upon"the truth of all thoſe Premi- 
4+ T ſes, which 7 have inthe three Chap- 
' ters and their Seftions made ſo plainly 

' aud unexceptionably acknowledgable, and 

which cannot. but challenge an aſſent from 

every unbiaſs d mind; That ts, having in 
my firſt Chapter rightly ſtated the terms 
of the Argument, againſt all ſuch miſta- 

: Ke ſences of them, as-muſt have at firſt 

' view invalidated the very Reaſon of it in 
| | naps s And having in my ſecond Ghap- 
"', Fer accounted with all thoſe- exceptioniſts 
, that would fain have found out ſomething, 
By which God might have otherwiſe pro- 
| vided, to engage men to live Yertuuſly, 
+ without a. ache had .to what con- 
. cerns another World : And laſtly. having. 
; &u my third Chapter given ſufficient Reaſons 
: #0 ſkew that it is impoſſible there fhould 
. be any competent encouragements, that is, 
' Gly ſufficient reaſons, why a man ſhould 
: T 4 undertake, 


P - , ; 
. 


' 55950  -TheConclafidn, | 
| jdertake;.iand: go thrawh: with 'a 'Þ evith- 
ous Life, but by the ſuppofatbivfiwhat”con- 
cerns a future State; 1 hope 1 may now. 

- without any violence  t0,-0r-impoſure' upon 

any mans credulity, conclude that Go! Al- 

mighty hath certainly tonſtituted the. real 
Exiſtence of another World. [oY 
VIOFRHIDMON 
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FOURTH ARGUMENT. 


 evince the Centiinty of a File 
"frire © State's Exiſtence}, "is 
” Fanded npon Mankind's 5 bee 
by ) Javk natuyally ſubjef \to ſo many, 
and thiſe ſo' greatly affliflive Troubles 
" wid Colonities, as that they +xceed, borb 
in biember and quality, all the Miſeries 


io the whole created World beſides. 2 


that, if their whole "Duration ſhoul 
tinted to 'the''term only 0 F&+ cir CG 
| mortal Lives, us a nowExiſtence were 
| rather to be choſen , than to enjoy 4 
Being pom ſuch. hard: terms, ſo it can- 
; Hot * AD upon” the Tnfonits Wiſdom, 
| fic, and Goodneſs of GOD, who 
= Els own fole Soveraign ee: 
4-= 


HE Fourh "yin bo 


<4 


The Sumim of , 
| Pleaſy ure, ſhould chuſe to make a Creas 
ture to be naturally ſo Unbappy. - © 
— And if the Honour of thoſe Glorious 
Attributes of, G 0. D.,-and: Man s bard 
Opinion of his own Being, can no other 


way be. poſſibly ſolv'd, bat Thy the ſupe 
poſal of a Future State's Exiſtence, m. 


which Mankind might be made capable of 
6 Redreſs and ( ompenſation, for the Evils 


to which: their Nature . hath ſubjefted 


them : . And if. it ſhall alfo furthgr ap» 
pear, That iy'E the better obtaining ſuch 


a Redreſs and Compenſatim in; that 


State, all thoſe. Evils, to "which they are [| 
naturally ſo;[ubjefied, may be. found to. 
be defignedly Sabſervient. and Inſtramin; 
tal... then, .it cannos. but. demonſtxgþly 
fallow, That GOD Almighty hath-cers 
tainly ordain” dand ronſtieted ſuch a S {ate 


fo Come. 


Now, that . this Arquanent, thus. go 


nerally lad, may. the. more manifeſtly, || 


appear to- be ſufficiently concluding "1 
ſhall divide. the management of its. Exe. 


Pla; ; 
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| oper into. "theſe (Tire. Pare FOR 


hapters. 

'. In the Firſt, T ſhall endeavour. to 
demonſtrate, T hat Mankindare naturally | 
born ſubjef to. more and greater (ala- 


'mities and Myſeries, than the whole viſible 
created World. beſides. And-in effeding 
this, I muſt be neceſſutated. to ſpread 


my Diſcourſe i into a larger Explanation 


than, perbaps, every Reader may judge 


fo needful m his firſt Thoughts. 
' Ii the Second ; wag The fin to 
repreſent ſuch * intolerable Conſequenc 


- as muſt, in Reaſon , be cafirsd = 


that Obſervation, that i ts, ſuch as cannot 
poſſibly conſiſt with the Honour or No- 
tion of the Divine Attributes, nor with 
Man's tolerably-well Enjoyment of his 
Being , whether as ſocially or indivis 
dually conſidered. 

In the Third Chapter it's intendedto 


: demonſtrate, T bat the ſuppoſal of a Fu- 
- ture World's Exiſtence, can only ſolve 


all thoſe - intolerable Conſequences : and 


will 
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The Sint of] &+ 
gill alſo: manifeſtly 'evince, That all : 
thoſe Evils, to which Man is- natyalh 
wy ſubjett , were deſs; nedly ordered, 

and permitted by © the” Divine 1/domj 
and Geodnefs, to be inſtrumental fb} - 


 ſervient to'the better attainment of that 
Future World's  Happmeſs. And from| = 


thoſe Premiſes , ſo explain 'd and d:monl 
firated, T ſhall ( T hope ) juſtifiably in> 
ferr the Concluſion ,” for the neceſſary 
Exiſtence of that Future State. 
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in | : 
ary -—CCW& F< 
S FN this ety, I thall endeavour to 
| I'3 reſent, 7 bra ſue Mankind ary, ageys 
to more a 
chan the 


7 Wb for Mics and World befides ; 
uy chat by their Nature, with reſpe& 
oy & Rare moored Lives, wn do yh | 

Fm oh Unfortunate of And I 

ſhall manage che Proof of this part of 
the Argument, in Three SeQions, | 

BY =. In the Firft Seton, Tdefign (as 
AJ particularly as I can) togive anaccount 
- | of the common -Evils, ro which Men 
Ar gnome ſubjeRt, to the laſt 

F;  Lhete LS 6 _ 
2. In. the Second, I ent the 
| Opinions of the Great and Trey 
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pO Hs of--the-—Truth 


wy) the Fhrk ls or offer humane 
'Evils td aiqo [oaſe 
bout Jif thee 'Ot i ch i 
vilible and Þ 
therein Wer beer Fully diſcuſs the 
Cale. 'of Brite Ani ;.in-Which..our 
Theiſts aſſume no nal "confidence for for . 
their Cauſe.” Tn 

 -Seffion, 1. | 


I; this. Firſt SeQtion. am, "oblighd | to 
BPO. 80. Aces an Account of - the common 
Mankind, to__ which. they are 


A ſubjeRted.; - But, ,in doing this, | 
1 ſhall not : pretend minutely to eriume- |. 
rate every one of them ; for that were . |. 


to_ungertake an Office, © as difficult 'as 
reciſly. to number the Stars or Sands, 
ut lis better to; explain the Truth! of 


the allegation, I ſhall only take Leavi 
repre 4444 general Heads, or {orts: 
thoſe. common Evils,which, I will prefume 
to place, as.in fo, man ſeveral Roam 
of an,Imagi Ga tt , into which 1 
may invite the ] ahiing [+ MV & 

he "OO thereby be, G1 it were) an Eye- 
| witneſs 
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t ſhall offer. to his 
- 1. And in the firſt Apartment of that : 
Houſe of Calamity, let. me'tender to his _ 
4 - view, thoſe Nations and Places, where 
all the wretched Sufferers by the Three 
- great and aſtoniſhing Plagues and Scour- 
- ges of Mankind , the "Sword, Famine, 
| and Peſtilence- ( when they happen in- 
Tf the World) do, ' at the then preſent 
- þ time, live'and bear their ſeveral. ſhares 
— $ in the fad effefts and conſequences of 
ſuch calamitous Cauſes. | 
And' here' our Obſerver cannot * but 
| take notice of ſo many, and fuch ama- _ 2 
0 | zing ſpetacles of humane miſery, that  _ 7 
7 | the very Proſpect ir ſelf (though him- 0 
| fezlf were pertetly ſecure from every > 
> | one of them) will hardly give him keave 
- | to think, That if he were now to chuſe 
| a Being, (tflough otherwiſe accommoda- 
ted with' the faireſt conveniencies) upon 
condition to be a conſtant Beholder of 
ſuch ObjeQs of Miſery, he would not be , 
. very fond'tb accepr it upon thoſe terms. 
Bur certainly, thoſe men themſelves, that 
_ are at. any:preſent time ſenſible of thoſe 
_ terrible .oceafions of humane Calamity, 
cannot 'but think it their great misfor- 
tune to Be ar all ; ' if there were no af | 
ſurance of "a Better ſlate to ſucceed; by by 2 
Le an 0 _ the 0 
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_ hopes of which, they might relieve 


p—_ ſence of their own Cc 
itions ; and, which might atone 


their oppreſſive Wiſhes, that they had + 


never Been at all 

 Andthough theſe reat Diſtreſſes hap- 
pen but ſeldom'in 5 World, and but 
at ſome periods. of Time, yet every man 
is born naturally. ſubjet to them all ; 


and knows novhung. to the contrary, but - 
11s. Portion. 1n every 


that he may  bea 
one of them, before any Cauſe: or Acct 
dent ſhall be ſo kind ro him, as to de» 
termine his miſerable mortal. Being. , ro 
prevent them. 


2. Through this extraordinarily "Wl 
table Apartment, let me lead -our Obſer- ' 


ver into. a Room call'd, 7he Lazar; that 
is, a, place where ordinarily all the Sick, 


the Languiſhing ; and the greatly Tot- _ | 


mented, lay along on Beds and Couches, 
groaning and complaining under the hea» 
vy Preſſures of their preſent numerous 
Diſtempers: .,— 


| Of which there. bg ſo many ſeveral : TO 
| kinds, that the. Learned Phyſicians ac-. . }| - 
count Four Hundred, as the proper ſub- 


jects of their Art ; beſides the innumera- 
ble accidents upon Mens. Limbs, and Sen- 


fes from without, which are the proper-- \| 
buſineſs of the Chirurgeon's Skill and 
Employment. And 
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| demonſtrated by Rational: Evidence. 294 © 

- - And of the Diſeaſes,. in which the nl 
Phyſicians are/ concern'd , beſides thoſe 
_ that are/promiſcuouſly incident to:Mart 
; kind in general, | ſome are Hereditary, 
_ and defcend from Parents, without any 
- fault atallof the Diſeaſed. ' Others there 
\ be, that are proper to their Countries, 
and are call'd Endemial, ſuch as be the 

Bronchocele to them that livei'about the-. 
Apes, the' Kings-evil ro the- Spaniards, 

_ Conſumption to the Portugnez, and Scur- 
vy to the Northern Nations: to all which 
Diſeaſes, - the aflited might have con- 
tributed nexther Cauſe nor Occaſion: - 
Then others there be; which are calPd - 
Epidemical Diſeaſes, with which, ſome- 
tunes the greateſt part of a Nation is at 

- once _unexpettedly ſurpriz'd from the 
canchrrence-of ſome malignant, and 
ſornertimes, unaccountable Canfes, | 
... And now, if-a-Catalogue were made 
by thoſe: Perſons, whoſe Calling and 

{ Imployment w is, to, attend the Intirmi- 

| . ties of that part of Mankind, which at 
[- Fall times ſome where 'or other lay un- 
2 | der their-Hands and Cures, of all the 1 
1] feveral calamitous Circumftances, which "43 
| ſuch affliged Perfons, and their Families : 
endure, iti would eaſily fatisfy any con- 
fidering mingd;-: how much 4a non - Exi- 
tence were'to: be preferr'd to-ſuch Mens 
- U 2 preſent 
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to come:: 

- 3. -From/a view of theſe wocokul Ob- 
jefs, to whoſe! Calamities; Mens Bodies 
have exppſed:them, I lead our Obſerver 
into 4 [Third Room, - white! all' that 'are 


. difordered-ini' Mind;;- make; up: a Great 


and miſerable Society." And” there:the 
Sick and the Diſeaſed are.more numerous; 
and "their : diſorders ' by 


| —diorb perniciores ſant, | far - more; afflictive: and | 
proreegue + Ian C025 uneaſy $:othan; thoſe|.of |; 


Tafc. Queſt, gi! Jo 

lofopher.abſerves.” Naw 
the Dikaſes of the: Mind: - (:as: he there 
accounts:them).are Madneſs of all: ſorrsg 


Envy, Anguith,  Sorrow;3anxious: Cares ; 
and Fears; to which, Zeme; in;his-enu- Y 


meration.. of, them,-'adgs: Jealouſy; /and 


Emulation:;, and, Terroury; Shame:;'-and 
an unweld) 4 Tirgſoneneae: oF Laflitude 
of. Mand... ; If 
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the; Body'; - as ther Phi- 


__— itn N 


of Future World's Exiſtence, | 
preſent Beings ; if they could: not be-. 
dieve, :That ' G OD has allowed the Af | 
flicted, an aſſurance of A better. State 
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_ Confuſion; or. Perplexity! of! Thoughts, 7 : | 


With: any. one of which; Hrhoſormir 4Þ. 


hath. his,Head- affected; and: idcumber'd, }- 
able -to :8low:ithimſelf 4k 


will be hardly. 


any. conſiderable ſatifactionsanthe fence | 


of his. own Being , «thojugh-rhe'+ were 
the 
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demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 293 © 


the: 'kindeſt circumſtances of | living: 


thus expreſſing/the Caſe. 


and for this; take-great Plutarch's Words, 


Fill thy Cof- 


fers ' with Gold and Silver, and fit thy 


' thy Houſe with At- 


" tendants;, . and the City 


with. Debtors," except thou 
canſt' conquer: the "Aﬀetti- 
ons of:thy Mind; except 
thou canſt ſet thy ſelf free 


from all its FVexatious 


; ſelf with: all the circumſtances of Pleaſure; 
fl Sins 
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Fears and. Cares; all - © 
thy Enjoyments'can up more cure thy Diſ- 
contented: Mind, than if thou gaveſt Wine 
tayabate ia 1 Fever, or Honey to allay a 
Redundancy. of Choler. All 'humane bo- 
dily-Infirmities/may, in compariſon of 


4 the Mind's Diſtreſſes, be tolerable; that 


is, 'a; Mans. Reaſon may in ſome mea- 


F [fure ſuppott-him under them, but, a 


Wounded Spirit who can bear > 'Saith 4 
14. Having difpatch'd my Obſerver 
from this;diſmal place, -I ſhall -preſent- 


. | ly ſhew_ him in the next apartment; an 


infinite; number of ſuch , -as -are/ made 
unhappy . and-unfortunate by the Evils, 
which Men are: everyday: ſtudying to 
bring/: regiprocally one. upon another-: 
and for: that: Reaſon ir is, -thati when 
EO TS, U 3 --... Same 


F 


294 
Quid ho. 
mini ina- 
miciffi- . 
mus ? 
Homo, 


= 


Cognatis maculis fera. Quan- 
Fortior eripuit vitam Leo? quo 
Expiravit Aper majortis den- 
Indice Tigris agit valida cum 


Perpetuam. S avis inter ſe coh= 
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A Future World's Exiſtence 


Seneca was ask'd, What was the | 0a ' 
wen 


Enemy to. Mankind 2 he ſhould 
and ſay, 'That it was Man. And ſurely 


his meaning was, Becauſe in Man,” 
might be found whatſoever in all other . 
Creatures might be Offenſive to: the. 
The Sava» - 
 geries of-the beſt armed, and moſt inras 


Well - Being of Mankind. 


ged Animals, the Noxious. Antipa: 


thies, and Poiſonous qualities of Plants: 
and Minerals, and the moſt deſtruQive 

Ines, are not more pernicious to Manx! 
kind, than are the ill humours of men, - 


| one tpwards another- And 


Parcit 
(do Leont ani . 
miſchievous Animals, be+ 


(nemore unquam 


do commonly: . ſuſpend 


(tibus Apri? : n 
their Cruelties/ to thoſe 


(Tigride pacem 


(vents urſss, 


ſelves, ; 


' So that if we would but: count the 0- 
. pen Oppreſlions, ſecret: Frauds, and. all 
the arts of Falſhood and Subtlery which 
are every day made ule of, «0-invade” } 
and violate mens Rights, and Fortunes; 


herein their Barbariſms . 
exceed. thoſe of the. mglt 


cauſe that thoſe creatures , 


of the 1ame- kind 5 but 
it is otherwiſe tn-mei | 
. - the objets of whoſe ba:  J 
ſer aQtions and intentions, are chiefly Þ 
thoſe of the ſame ſpecies. with thent | 
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demwiſtrated by Rational Evidence. 295 © 
And if we'could take a ſufficient notice, 


S: | of what private infinuations, and ſpiteful 
y invectives, are daily invented and acted, 


to undermine and blaſt'one anothers ho- 
\ | fours and frepritations; and if we ſhould 
+ | then reckon' the intolerable practices of 


. | revenge, as they are every where proſe- 
- | cuted by the powerful intereſt of great 
- | men, by the vexatious methods of the 


Law, and by the common Malice of the 
world: and if tothe complaints of thoſe, 
were added the mournings of oppreſſed 
.} Widows, Parents tears, Brethrens un- 
- natural fewds, Childrens hardſhips, and 
all other the oppreſſions and unkindnefles 
which many men endure, at the hands 
fometimes even of ſuch, who by all the 
oblipations of Duty and Gratitude, ſhould 
be juft and kind; I Tay, if all theſe Ca- 
hmities which men ſuffer one from a- 
nother,” were conſidered and accounted ; 
there would be cafes of \Mifery enough 
to affli& and tire out all the Compaili- 
:  onate Fars and Hearts, that are 'at lea- 
| ſure to hear 'and” reſent them, and ( if 
there were *nv other World* to relieye 
hem) to {ament; that ſo many diſtreſſed 

; Perfons had ever been at all.. | 
Byr i that Which is calfd. Friendſhip, 
may be prefiim'd to abare. this ſevere 
repreſentation ;' and if it be objected, rhat 
U4' ſome 
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296 ». AFatue World's Exiſtence... $5 
ſome Philoſophers have-thought that mu- : 
tyal endearment, . a ſufficient compenſa- t 
tion for all the miſchiefs and evils, which | « 
| 
| 
{ 


they can otherwiſe receive from-the reſt 
of Mankind: I may anſwer, with..one. of 
; ; the wiſeſt of them, (as Phavo- 
Be omg > *5* rinus relates it of Arifforle)) when 
he ſaid, O my Friends, there is 
n0 Friend at all: That is (I ſuppoſe he 
means) if all thoſe that are;ingag'd in 
that excellent Society, had not 1n the be- 
ginning of it any private ends: and..de- 
11gns of their own to promote by it; 'and | 
if all thoſe, whichafter a begun Friendſhip, 
could by no temptations becqme_uncon» 
ſtant, or unfaithful; and if. all thoſe 
that undertake that profeſſion, , would 
ſteadily follow Sexeca's Rules,..:Fhat is, 
To be willing.to be recipros; + . 
En quid amicum paro? cally equall'd ©. counſell'd; 
ut: habeam -pro quo mori EEE oo 
poſſim, et habeam quem in and to interpoſe a relief. 
exilium ſequar, cujus me for one anothers miſer ,eVen 
morti opponam, vt imp: %;y Baniſhmont, ane Death 
Epift. 1ib. 1. Epift. 9. | 2t ſelf; 1 fay, it all ſuch 
were only. ta be;accoun- 
ted Friends, though .I won;t preſume ta, 
affirm with the Philoſopher, that there is. 
no Friend at all ;*yet I think I may fay, 
there are very tew ſuch to. be, found in 
the world, or at leaſt not fo many, that }*+ 
in any tolerable degree, can cvoprnhes, h 
| or 


1 


-4 #b 


able. miſchic misfor- ; 
tines; that Good men,and even moſt men, I 
h | endure, by the; mal eandfalſhood of the 3 
tf reſtofmankind. | o-whom the kind mi(- 


Ff carriages of the rruckt Friends,are oft-times 

>= | no ſmall addition of trouble; That is,when 

n | their indifcreet, though ſincere affe&ions, bw, 
is {| do proveas vexatjpus as the hatred of an 

e Enemy ; as Seneca. obſerves. And the 

n -j truth is, it's hardly poſ- way, 

b ſible, that that —_ _ _ ,Sxpe nihil. interefle inter : 


amicarum munera, & inimi- 
union . of Souls, and* -B corum tela. | Quicquid ac- 


4 - entire management, of, . .cidere optant, in jd horum 
3 true .Friend{hyp,..can, be my, ys ietgentie ies. * 
Re Or bee le Fo ; - »717 }Lib, de Ben. N. 'Y 
Foun | 3 
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2 Future World, have JE their Souls, 
above.;all ſuch t ptations,. as might i in-- : 
wee, them. toa ; Jnfriendly \ or unwor- "3 
£11 _— 
5. Butif this Rogm. be not ja ; ſufficient 

Prof) &, to convince. .my.'O Glee of 
; 4 the Truck of my Suppoſition, I will car- 
' him. into! another Place, _ almoſt as 
: 2 > as the World it {#f, where he ſhall 
:- hear;a mixd company of all: forts of 

. MEN, continually repining and complain- 
ing of the' particular A that inf 
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A'Futare World 's Exiſteng 


rably accompa as condi. 
rand and Iinlity of 44 | 
What ſhall 1 fay of the and wn : 


cafy Afﬀeirs of the Rich and t, to 
ſupport an. empty k-<ho in the world ? 
What of the Sretptirs '2nd Improviſions, 
the Contempts and Bondages'of the Poor 


and Low, and how elmoſt the whole - 
fpecies of mankind” are made Drudges, |. 


and driven about like'Machins, to ſerve 
the Pride, Pleaſures; and Profits of a few 2 
And if it were poffible to find out a man, 
that had [no kind of vifible Misfortune 
_ Upon him at- preſent, [yet are there rea- 

Gai to be x vven that his've- 


wc enim frelici- 
tas, ſe, niſttempe- +? profpern ,as the Philo- 


ratur, premit: {ther Obſerves ) 


in 
Pn OO ery Aiv'5 him, and become 


nauſeons ,* burdenſome, and afflitive to. 


his thoughts. 

In this place it is; "that the Married 
and "the Unmarried 'are framing argu- 
ments to act mr, own Repentance in 
ns, and 
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of 'thofe , who had ftudied'ro enquire 

. | and determine, whether of therwo ways 
of living were incumbred with leſſer 'or 


_ greater inconveniencies; and while each of 
them are complaining of their own preſent 


State; they wiſh, and perhaps attempr a 


Change with the contrary ;*"which when 


they have once done, they commonly 


- encounter a new Tide of greater Diſfatis- 


faQions. - | 
- Hence it 1s, that men of feveral Cal- 


rigs and Imployments, are expreffing 


their Difcontents, and' torturing their Qui fic, 
Heads with the Opinion and Senſe of Q.Me 
their own proper incommedities, and nemo. 


_ nvidiouſly admiring the conveniencies qo fi- 


ortems 


that othersenjoy, by the contrary ways g$eyratio 


of living; as the ingenious” Satyriſt re- dederit, . 


mrhnakc Lats: ſeu fors 
wefehts the Caſe. ſen for 
Tit, illa 


Cotitentius vivat? - laiidet: diverſa ſequentes. O fortunati Mer- 
catores; gravis annis Miles ait, multo jam fraftus membra labo- 
re: Contra Mercator, &c,. Hor. Sat. lib. 1. 


go that by this-natural misfortune it 
comes to pals , . that Men are. alwaies. 


tempting themſelves ro make War up- 
| ont thee own Conteftments ; and (if the- 


Religious Concerns of a Future World 
do' not determine them ) to oppoſe the 
little fatisfactions they might poſfibly 
otherwiſe enjoy, in the ſtate they are 
: _' 4 
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 AFature World's\ Exiſtence - |: 
in. at preſent; by haraſſing their thoughts 
with the unavoidable Evils, with which 
every one'of them 1s. naturally born ſub- 
jet to be incumber'd. - But that.which 
mightily adds to this kind of Unhappi- 
nels, is, That. the more fine, modeſt, and 
ingenuous the minds of Men are, they 
will alwaies be the more afflitively ſea- |} 
ſible of: their leſſer Misfortunes, and the - - 
more vexatiouſly. tyrannical to them, 
ſelves: in -greater.  - A; ſweet . Soul: is 
turned away. from: his Benefactor witli }. 
a. rebuking Look, -and frets upon the,un-, |} 
kindnels, file the Bold and the .Immq- } | 
deſt, can. withſtand, ; 2 thouſand. Denjals, || 
and remembers no- affronts to his diſCou- : 3M 
ragement. l 
This is the laſt room, of the Affited, | 

in our imaginary Houſe of Ms - 


nas as mos. 4 lad fg" pan 


Now,.-1if theſe ſeverala c 
brought'into-one profpett, and that Y- 
could: ſhew-"'my Obſerver” at orice A.8 | 
thoſe, that: are at any, time affli # 
their ſeveral Rooms, the World c 0 Man» 
kind. would look more like one. common, 
Hoſpital of the Miſefable; than 'a Socis: ; 
g of Beings, which are preſumed to be-. 

uperiour in.order, and the. Divine Care 

to, All other:the viable 6 PR of the Cre- 
ation belides, "0 
"Bur > 
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© But then, if it be obj &d, That there 
te many who have had 
aſs Lay a conſiderable part of their 
_ Lives With tolerable eaſe and fatisfaQion : 
- That 15, Suppole ſome* young men, who 


in the ſtrength and vigour of their time, 


are ' at | prelent gratiying their ſenſual 
Appetites in the 


- ther Progreſs-in their © ſpace | of living, 


who are now applauding themſelves in 


- their Skill and'Succeſs, for rhe/attaini 


2” more than ordinarily confiderable 
Portion of "Knowledge , Wealth, or Ho- 
nour. I ay, Suppoſe that *any of ,/ or 
_all- theſe, ſhould reclaim againſt "the 
Trith'lof. what T have faid ,” yer T' muſt 


_ tell *them , "they are- all to * conſider, . 
elſe ſhould 'ever hap-" 


pe 46 itite De 
_ HeG6Y thar if the 
that) boundary © 


their Eutopian Happi- 
ſhould" Iive* towards 


mon duration of humine Life, they” all 
"miſt afſuredly expect (and that expecta- 
. tion alone will 'be no ſmall abatement of 


_ tho Pleaſure they pretend to take ih any - 


Enjoyment whatſoever, "if 'they Took no 
Further than itheir* preſent ſtare) that” a 


- conſiderable portion of their days muſt be 


word aWBY"ar laſt, with the labour and 
for- 


- 


36s 


the good hap to ' 


veral Pleaſures of their 
Youth : Or, ſuppoſe ſome others: of fur- 


of "time, which GOD ' 
" and Nature-hath appointed for the com- 


302 


. ſorrow, pains and wearinefs , contempt 


To Tei toy xaanc@, : 
 inly mpapigens - dey, ad Great men, that no- 


and uſcleſſneſs, decays of Senſe, and laſs - 
of Strength, and with . other the many 


Calamiries, naturally incident to old Age. 


Of which Szobzus hath collected fuch a | 


Deſcription from Wile 


«Je menie 2149) "u@, wwe thing could be offer'd to 


via, &c, - the Thoughts, ſo full- of / | 


' Fortunes Who can without a paſſion 


Ser. 113. Horrour and dreadful Re- 


preſentation, For, if their Proprieties 


be then too narrow, they. muſt bear the ' 


ſhame of being a Burthen to. the World; 
and if their Enjoyments be very plenti- 
ful, unkind Poſterity will be apt to make 


promatng JalporRiogs into their years; 


and W ready to think, and perhaps 


% 


to fay,, (if Religion grounded: upon the 
"Hopes and Fears of a Future World: pre- 
vents it not ) that . their continuance is. - 


an unhappy Obſtruction to the comple- 
rioa of their Succeſlor's long wiſh'd for. 


behold how much a ſtranger a poor. old 


Father and Mother are. ſometimes made 
to their own Eſtates and Circumſtances? . 
And, What imperious Proprietors will 


their Children be apt to make themſelves, 
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in their decaying Parents Houſes and 


Fortunss ? 


There- 
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calamities of old Ape, that in.mexcy they 
alemisof c Ae tedious =] - 
- ment of old men from their unverialun- 
"Tapping by.a Tn | 02 
exemption. G74, "yy Mao 3 
which, Fraction, Porpbyry i ater Wy 
_ hath a my us A large jeg epi 7 
Acpop ta Catalogue. | ba j © nee Kt TUYU v0Ty, [7 
| iſſag etes and Der- s/n nay DEI 
F rnb, (faith he).idid * Lib 4-deAbft. S. 21, 
' ſhy andeat up thoſe. old - 
men. whom they loved beſt. The 7eba- j 
' rins threw them down a Precipice; The - 
» | Caſpians and Bafriavs committed-them '4 
S to wild Beaſts, for an haſty deliverance 
e | our of their miferies.: The Scythians 
burnt them upon the Funeral Piles of their | 
deceaſed Friends : And the lame -ulage ,;, ,- 
. had old men (as D#odorus Siculus re. cap. 15. 
ports) among the Trogledites.. 
Now, theſe Offices were very hard, 
and (in the Sence-.of -men that own 
another World) yery unwarrantable, 
' yet the'-men that + contrived and+ ufed 
them, thought, That what old men. en+ 
_ dured by ſuch Expedients of releaſe, was 


E th ſhort, and-comparatively more ele- 
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and tolerable, than to have them 


continued in the wearinels and- pains, 
{corns | 


tulit. 


ties, to'which they knew a' long old Age | 
Re: expoled thei i Friends. "And. |. 


trifling Being as is a mortal Life, 'would, 


unequal compenſation, for this laſt Evil : 
' of it only. - Bur, if men could be made 'F: 
'throughly ſenſible of what ſome dying = is 


bY, 


* ſeorns' and forrows'; 'and' other "lar L 


that if they had 'Hived"ir out,” to its laft 
' --" natural period, (as' Seneca: 


> _Stultus eſt, qui 'non reſ{gts)) "they muſt have |} 
'exigua temporis - mercede, 
E- aa oppor Ares done: it fo''much "to their 
+ FPaucos longifſima. Seneftus owridamage, and greater | 
3 ad mortem. fine, injuria pet= 5nconvenience. © But by 


Ex. lib. 8. cap« 59+ this FadScene, in'which . 


men a& their old Age, | 
the natural Tragedy: of Man's deelining - 
time is not yet -fully' concluded':' Nor } 
doth it determine alFhis mortal Infelicity. | 
And thertfore, that which makes the Caſe 


yet much harder, is; 'that all thoſe men- 


tion'd miſeries may :conelude with-a ter- | 
rible*conflid at laft,” before the uneafie 'J 
Mind”can ordinarily be looſen'd from 1 its I: 
vexatious Impriſonment,or a'man's: decay- FF 
ing Life -be diſcharp'd of his Ages” nl i 
tolerable Burden. -+ + 
They are {till ro:dye : And if that laſt | 
Epilogue alone: were truly conſider'd and -/ 
reprelented-, in all-its ordinarily” natural 'N 
circumſtances, the enjoytnent 'of ſuch a}. 
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demonſtrated by Ratibnal Evidence 
Perſons endure, there. would be bur. a 


their choice) that would be eaſily per- 


' Fivaded to accept of a mortal Exiſtence; 


with that one ſevere condition ; if there 
ſhould be rio ſtate in: Future, whoſe 


poſſible Keppineſs might balance the rea- 


ſon of their choice, to Be at all. ' 
«For, Who-can be otherwiſe aſſured; 


but that in his bitter Agony of Dying; 


he may not only endure as exquiſite 


'Toxtures,. as may even exceed the Invett- 
tions :of 'the moſt bafbatous. Tyrants, - 


but (which is worſe to a generous mind) 
that he may die in ſuch circumſtances, 


.:as-to be made a_ſpeQacle of Contempr, 
JF -by the undecent effedts of a confuſed 
"and diſorder'd Reaſon : And that fo, in 


both reſpects, . he-may go; out of the 
World; like :a MalefaQor and a Fool, both 
at once. And ſurely, upon'the thoughts 
of this laſt reſpeQ-it was, that that Ex- 


. cellent Author of the Religio Medici 
I: ' (a man not to be thought on by them 
#\- that truly know him, without Love and 
8 Honour) conld affirm , That he was -not 


ſo-much afraid of Death as aſham'd there- 


| #- 7: is (faith he) the wery diſgrace 995%, 


and ignominy of our Natures, that a moment 
can ſo disfigure us, that our neareſt Friends; 


our Wife and Children, ſtand afraid, and 
Neart at us. X Now, 
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Now, upohuche whole matter, If's poor - 
conſider, that vfter all .the 


mortal ih 
foremention'd .miferies of hamane Life, 
tins 4aſt completion of its Calamity (of 


whoſe approach 'he knows mot, but that | 


every next day may bring him the fad 


Tidings ) may fucceed., Whit pollible 


reaſonable farisfattion {fever he feriou- 


ly-chinks of it.) can he be preſuend vo | 


allow himſelf in his ampleſt Plenties and 


Pleaſures, if there ſhould . 


efle morien- 


preſſed Thoughts , and 


might for ever co 
' the ſorrowful circumitances of his former 


Life and Death 2 Burt I ata not fingular ' 


in this account of Humane Miſery. 
Therefore, ja 


——. 


Sefion 11. 


at preſear relieve his op- 


whoſe after enjoyment ; 
nate him for all 
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| uz enim poteſt in vita _ yg | | 
ef econ? ut dies beno Futute State,whoſe 
& nottes. cogitandam fit, Relief -and Hopes nuphc 


yo this 'Second SeCtion , leſt any man | 
ſhould ſuggeſt, that 1 have been too 


partial in the Repreſentation of Man's . 


_ Unhappinefs, m-favour of my Argument, 
I ſhall \ call im the aid* of fome Authori- 


tative Teftunomies, (and thoſe that wr ': 


”.4 " 


pr H Mako wvikde, | oboe 


ive h dion” of * ferbifis-vur- : 
' oj of Drs bon RE 
do as; the Tiith- of # 


the Miſories! ich Calagiitics of Rum 
Li 6 nyo the mt THIRACSS 
my bs prefuni'd to ee ng : 
I am ſure; that there\B #6" fubjeR 
*Diſcourſe can. be aberted with a mor 
{ole © a6dubt Rom. the Great-'a 
Wiſe men of the Workds..! { Biit-E fhall li-"+ 
mit my ſelf, and offer a few Teſtimo- 
"nies of tmns of thermmz enough only to 
2void- the! ctnſate::ahd ab, of in 
proying'a Foundation fot an. 
beyond: the:common:! $a eoa of + of oth 
and Wiſer rhen. ©. || © 
. Stokens: accounts the Words of - vArk bp 
flotle thus, defcribirng.Man : What 7 is Man > 
Q But an them. - 14. tte Gs 
a x dow youy, of befermity,  , TH w. coeit. 
the SpdeLf-: timegthe Sport Aap 2 prong 
bo. os +4 Gp, Jos 
| Ae en Ps EAI ONS 
rofs d _ gg dowk,\ between Envy od 
Miſery.*:;. And.he-gives Ufewhers: the. 
Sence of Herodotus 4 whom © --115, icdy drome 
he reports. to have tfhirm'd; -+& apap. + 
That Xtas was vvthing elſe;but yioyot. 103. 
one imtire piece of Miſery with Calnmi "Of, —Tiual« 
as Phitarch renders 1 it, (quoting Cap for pray Toy 
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the Expreſſion.) {7's not a. Life ,,but;a 
| Puniſhment , 9nd. tobe born is the; greateſt 

| Were, , -Arrianus, framing -.4* Qyeſti-, 
arteo. the, Univerſe, bat the; Diſeaſe. of it, with 
"my oxe- the -Evils. of which he 4s a white ta' con- 
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TS? fit, and within @ ſhort time-to;die.. ): : 


Set hr oor pet: $i me yoo! 
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-- Butt, to omit the Thouſands others 
that might Be-produced, I ſhall conclude 
with Seneca, who when he” had given 
ſome inſtances of humane Infelicity , at 
laſt reſolves them all oy this mg 
et 2 gation; To. what purpoſe 
ge 22 rin dork pole ho uw d I complain” of 7. 
wang" p —_— 'vete- by Parts — he whole Life 
ribus I; 1 ; . NPR. 
1. Conf. ad Margin. of Man it ſelf is one Scene 

= hg of Sorrow, in-which Trou- 
. _ bles follow one upon another in conſtant -Suc- 

"* cefſos. And he elſewhere calls Man's 
Omnis vita olicigas whole Life, A'meer Fir 
eſt. Ad Polyb. Conf, _ Na" og upon another  06- 
* '*” cafion. Ex 9, | 

.- ;And therefore, the Ancients were fo 

' ſeverely ſenfible of the Miſeries:of man's 
"mortal Life, that, in favour of their de- 
liverance from them, they \conſtantly 
celebrated Death, (though in its natu- 
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- ral account,the moſt formidable inſtance 
of amazement and terrour).\ with'En- 
comiums .of\ the Kkindeſt. Repreſentati: 
ons, only becauſe..it gave a'period taall 
the reſt of humane miſeries. }\ z1r77auss, 


how careful-ſoeverto defend: his Stoiciſm .. .. 


by the:Rules of Patience, flics at laſt-to 
the common: Remedy: ; .:- 


ly . eriesout;'O.ye immortal Gods 1 how, 
ſweet: is. that Foutney, hah | 


C ſpeaking of - Dying. Y/: 


in another. place,, . calls 
Death a ſafe Port after the |. # 
reſteſs Voyage, and ſtorms* of Mortality , 


and) repreſents it as: the: Refuge of a,ſor-" 


; rowful Life::- For that end- it's reported; 
© That anciently, at a place in.Spazy, there 


was a Temple-dedicated to Death, as ta; 


a common /and certain Deliverer of all 
Mortals:.miſeries. + 7 £11 SIRE 
-- Bur perfeQly to ſilence all-ſuſpicion of. 


my partiality,: F: appealto the Sacred Re-- 


 velation/it felf, (which we. muſt ſuppoſe: 
. to be eſpecially concern'd;for;the Creas. 
: © tor's honour ) and-that ſers forth man's. 
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| ns Fe EPR 
and for ; that end. calls,;/ 1» {rg SE 
Death:: 'the + Haven. and. \igy 5 >.yuty.adyouor,s bed 


Refuge of all. Miſery. And; "ro .. AF- Bp. lib. 4. 


Pack, we immortales ! _ 

{ : uam' obtabiliter'iter j 
which beingrended, all cargs ( hypo. we 
and troubles ſhall be: deter- __ por 999. confetts, 
. . nulla reliqua Cura, nulla ſo- 
mined and niſhed e And licitudo-fatura fit? 
Fuſe. qt. Lib. Iy 


y19 4a" Wiyld's I 
RY mortal ſtate, under':as! fevere ve- 
preſentatioris, as any Authority that can 

beralledp'd. ' Maw that is! Barn of 'a Wis- 

- Job 14-1, hs Chak fob "bath marks wks time. to 

live; "and is full of miſery. ''To which his 

Jobs. 7. me 5 gong made His portion 'as' naturallys 

ceflary , as the Tparks" fy /Upwar; 
| Fthwyn calls the whole natural Cirole'of 

Fer' 6.'Man's duration,c#he! days' oft bis wanity, 

' _ which'be fpendeth'as a*fhadon. <\ And: tis 

accounts all' his: Enſ0 ments: '6 which 

right 'be' prefinitd to' halines! all the 

E veniences of his Lif6) no raore 


aliderable, thaw the moſt Qperlative 


| Feel. 7, fy and no *exficr- than __ which: 
_ © - © muſt be the vexation of bis) fperir” (000g: 
bs prefum'd to be eſteemec;' No 
Excl, 4 der" then, that Ze praiſed vhe Dead, which 
Te were already deat," - More than. oh Living, 
which are yet alive. e 
\But now-let -me' ask my" folmer Ob- 
ſervers whether" or- no,” 'haveiiim] 


upon' his credulity, when Lfirſt aſſerted, 


That Mans natural ſubjection -to ſuck 


ſevere Portions of Miſery /: and Calamity, 


made him ( as I firſt- <3: ' ths! 
moſt, if not properly the 
Pp) and unfortunate Being 

reation. ' But this mul be further EX 


anin'd. Therefore, 
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LN his Section. I hall more irictly 
- cot how Mankind, ug this, x&7 
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ect, .are comparatively. by. theix 


very y nature, 
their Beings, than all ox ther! the parts of 
the. whole Viſible. Creation: COTE And 


| ſhall there' attack the Grand, Excepti- 
; > Which the. Theiſts, make! uſe. of, 
cancerning Brute Animals, 

Firſt, Let our Obſerver in his mo 
forious Thoughes. raund. the. whole Cres 
ated Univerſe, (the. caſe of Brute Anis 
_ wals. I. {hall *account. for. by. .its felf ) 

fr 1 them Mm podies ghove to. the 

; FART, \that, creeps under. his 

EY AO all theiz 
Natures, with: bk me-curiokity;, 2s. 1f 
ig, had. all the ingenious! Societies. in 
the Morld, to. make it their whole: bue 
nels, Wo areend, the: notiges, of their ſer 
| RW Gn0fP pf gures, and manners. of 

ce... And 1 am ſure, the iſſue 

will” be, that a mighty occaſion, would 
bel. das to advance: Mens: minds. to.. 4 
ter admiation. - of -yheip. Creatos's 
ower and. Wiſdom; , an.abundagee of 
Nr Phanomens. would be- ſalv'ds 
RX 4 but 
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but as to inſtances of miſery and cala, 
mity among thoſe Beings, they ma 
not be ſo mich as once nam'd,, 

thought on. A Theme, which. no Man 
ever — or would adventure at, 


A Future World's Exiſtence © 


unleſs he deſign'd ro teach men to dif 
para e the. H6nour of that Great CREA- 
T "whole perfedtion of Goodneſs 
and” Eſſential Hap wy conld not ' ad- 
nit - a thought of \making 'any Crea- 
ture naturally, that is purpoſely, and 
neceffarily unhappy. | 

Firſt, if our Obſerver deſign ns 2 con- 
fideration of all inanimate 1Ngs, his 
thoughts are' preſently diſcharg'd of alk 
ſufpicion 'of their unhappineſs. Te 

- The Heavens or Earth,* or which of 
them it is, that is daily moyed. about, 
is not wearied with its - Rapid Revolu- 
tion. The bright and burnin Lumina: 
ries above, are not' {corched- w 75 
their own Flames; The" Starrs of le 
Magnitude, ate not emulous: of, nor,op-”. 
preſſed by thBle of the ſuperiour” Or- 
ders: The Plants are not unfortundre 
by the ' Wounds they” receive, when 
they are diſmember'd or cut down ; 
nor are the Rocks diſturbed, ' when they . 
are torn open for Materials to ſerve the 
Health or: Fortunes of Men; nor 'are 
the ſeveral natura! Cauſes, that = 
rnetr 
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their Powers to ſerve | the he, 
tir d,or incumber'd with their buly ar 
conſtant Operations. & 


As for 'what concerns pid: Antal 5 
uſt aſſault the. ſtroageſt FG old, .on. 
whe lly ely 


uſt «5 


h our*Theiſts. principa 
ſecure their oppoſition to their belief of 


a Future. State, - upon” the. account of 


Th Ce Wie; ; and. Ah will objec. 


Tornitnts,” ”and' 


Upges 
muſt paſs lit 


lame ( Kernecd ) D ſorc rd. Cooyulons, 


and. -Conflids, as 
To all fl which it's pre] Firſt, that 
it 1s not true "When its affirmed, that 
eries (if in_ any pro- 
nity of ſpeech they 'might be ſo repy- 
x4 compariſon of thoſe, which men 
ne) are as numerous, as thoſe of Man- 


kind. For* upon. an ordinary computa-.. 


tion it muſt be acknowledg'd,. that they 


ars incomparably fewer in any one kind 


ofrhem, and almoſt none at all in moſt ; 


and for thoſe Evils, with which thoſe few- 
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ſtake,ar worſe,p (ck heir gf 
tune5) to find out their © 
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Et aliunde curantur, '. 
videlicet conditione,! = Y 
movet ipſe- Maca: SIOGET 
ta ſcilicet ea fa 
aliquid iptam Geer 
leat atque ſexra 
wg 


Montes for x 
them. Theixp 
declenfion or nl 
a very -Jitt to y ried "tag 
their Tak "hen 6 men 2 
racked and. worn up wich Cares and. the 
bours to livein'a tolerable plenty ; their, 
Tabtes are fpred,, and their Little Ones. 
provided for , 'by Nafutes. mynificerce.. 
All which advantages put the ancient Par: 

- & \ PRRes, into ſuch a i, of adiuivat Wy: ; 
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"4 Futwe World's Exiſtence::... 
before they come; nor can they: be-intel-. 
leually ſenſible of their own 1nfelicities 
when'they are upon them, nordothey for- 
rowfully account them,when they.are paſt. 


As for thoſe mournful Poſtures , * Sighs, 
and Out-cries, by which ' they expreſs 


« their OÞpreſlive ſenſations, they are not 


the choſen effeAts of any inward trouble, 
or conflict of mind, (as ordinarily in men) 
but ſuch as neceffarily reſult from thoſe 
different figures and alterations of parts, 
into which they are naturally and necef- 
farily caſt,” when, any offenfive impreſli- 
ons are then upon rheit Bodies.” And-fo 
they ſeem to import'no_more; than thoſe 
Groans and Sighs, which are obſerved 
in men, when they” are in-no 'perttrba- 
tion of mind at all,” but are purely-natural 
acts, conſequent to ſome (fometimesumob. 
ſerved) - ſtraitneſs 'or oppreſſion "it the 


- Inward parts of their Bodies ; Or as when - 


thoſe atts are expreſſed by men.in a faſt 
ſleep, and their Minds are nor' in/a capa- 
city to confider them.. And it's like; that 


Brutes ſuffer no more by ſuch impreſli- 


ons upon their Senſes, either in Diſeaſes 
or hard Uſages, than a Souldier feels ſniart 
by his wounds, in the heat and fury of the 
Battle, when his mind is-not at kiſure to 

reflect ; Or their | dying" conflicts,” and 

convulſions (as when' it's ſaid, 4s Oe 
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; Y 0: Dyeth the, other) may be AO Eccle. 3 

more, affhictive' to,them, than that.mans 29: * 

Lat who .goeth, out of the. world in a 
argick, or Apopledtick Fit. + | 

T know that Porphyry did ſtroagly.con- 


F RE, 


2 


tend,. to have Brute Ant- ; | 
mals reckon'd as fellow , Keim t xe ax 
| WTEly, s pdyor &rha; 6 abs 


brethren 4n the Rational , ;+,, 1270s tou Sr0n 


World, and to. be capa- gi, 's» mance, I duly 
ble of Reaſon, though in '&, T5945 Ixor mhs m8 
an inferiour degree tO ' De Abt. lib. 4. 
Man, and ſo might have | | 
the ſame recompence-at- God's hand by 

his. equitable providence, one way or 0- 

ther, or at one time or other, as well as 

the afflicted part of Mankind. 

. And for the proof of - which, he al- 
ledgeth _ the .Subtilty and Wilineſs of 

ſome, and the Vertues, of Gas ſuch 


as Fortitude, Temperance, Gratittigg-and  .--:» 
the like. And then he offers to. obſerva-: . 
tion, their skill in-the fore-ſight of dan- 

gers, and of approaching different ſeaſons. 

He inſtanceth in their . teachableneſs.of 
tricks, and imitation of many humane 
1 addons, for Sport and Divertiſement.. \-; | 
> To all which it's Anſwered, firſt, 

That thoſe mention'd Actions, that 


'F hold ſfach an affimulation to thoſe of 


Rational Agents, are only ſuch as pro- 


ceed: from a natural neceſſary Principle, 
| ates which 
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which their Wife" C'REA T.OVU R- 


cited! it theif TeverAl Kihdy fn" if" 


Krait Wittthets, is y the Wig: bf . 
fuk 'We- 


an intellectual Fdeulty:'' | 
meſſns; Beſt = PIIGOpRer , and then a 


Biſhop, in his Bobk of eh& Nethre bf 
Man, obſerves, That-irf Brute Animals, | 
* there is an Undefftvtling that 75 Na 


tral, but mot Roti: vid then gives 


. 2 Reaſon for it: Becauſe ( Aith he) | 
ebery Creature of out Kind, dbth the ſam. 
" thing in one and the Jane maniter; eve- 
ry Hare nſeth the ſale ſabtilty , * every - 
Px the ſame wiliMeſs; ard every Ape ts 


bike, ' ab imbtator” of ZinMane Attions + 


But ( faith he ) # #5 not th all caſes ſo , 
with Man; for his Attions of Reafon, are - 
byfinitely various, and of diffetent ſorts, 
in ſeveral individuals, and dre tartated , 
7 choice and freedom of Minfl in the 
# . . 


me Perſon. 


Then Secotidly; 4s to thoſe Actions 
of Bitte Artiftials, whith ate called Ver:' 
tuotts, it only proves, That they have: 


mafural Qualifications; that rake reſtt 


blanes of Hitthane Verrues, "bur they 
att by inftif@ and neceſſity, and not 


&f thoite; nor upon any 


ny pion vom n_ 
of d6itig Right of Gaod; ticr+ froth 


ths. propofal of any end, as is fieceſſh- 
fy tt any. ation, ' thi may be dalfd 


morally - 
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reater natforal quickneſs and Npaci 
- their Serſes, which firs then Fog in, | 
ration, andmethanical dire&tion, how 
ro:3& Tach thiapsz which at preſet 
become as waaceountable, and-may ve 
caſion as much preſent wonder in Spe 
Qartors, as the nitttble fears' of Joggters, 
becauſe they eſcape the: Beholdet's ob- 
ſervation: And fo mach as Jugglers are 
rraly. reputed Conjurets, fo mich-may 
thoſe Brute Animals, for that reafon, be 
as-juſtly 'eſteenft*Retionat 'Crextures, 
Now upon the whole accourtt'of what 
I have {aid -m- the cate of Brure Ani- 
__- -_ we different From that of 
ankind, that K 'can no Way' be 'imaygi- 
ned, How it ſhould -be unjaltifyable in 
the Soveraigt Creacour, if they thould 
ys future Recompence for- ſuch 
comparatively. vety inconfiderdble Em- 
durances. © "= | 
And, if it 'were granted with Por- 
 phjry and others , That they were ett- 
. | _euetl, in ſoine degree, with a Rational 
Capacity,- yet for as much as they want 
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... all manner; of ſenſe of: a: Deity ;'-and: 


are al 


either 


pleaſing or. oftending' Him';: for- 


aſmuch. as they haveino'F aculties , by 
"which in.. their Aﬀflictions, they cvn ;El- 


how can. it be. ſuppoſed, That they.' can 
have any Capacities, -by.- which -they 
ſhould either. be expeQant, or. acceptive 
of any. Rewards'or Compenſations from 
Him in a: Future World ? = 
But. then. as to Man, ; how is it poſſi- 
ble, That he being--made a © Creature 


furniſhed with Faculties, | by which he 
can,make . Conceptions of a .GOD,:that 


can own Him for his Creatour,. and can 
love and ſerve Him, and fear to offend 


. Him; , by, which:he can . complain. for | 
_ a Relief, and. hope for a Redreſs: I fay, N 
*How-1s 1t. poſſible, That ſuch a Crea-. 


this,. after all the. indurances of 
us Life, ſhould -at laſt be ſo 


forgotten. and. forſaken, as 'to have his 
' Being. ſhut up in an empty Nothing ? 
What a Gratification and Pleaſure wallld 


the rhought of this be ro every  rati- 
onal "Enemy of Mankind? And how 
would the Adverfaries of Goodneſs-and 


Good Men rejoice , if they were aſlu- 
red, that when VErtuous Perſons, whom 


at 


ey, or make any. Complaints to-Him ; | 
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demonſtyated by Rational Evidence. 321 
at prefent they ſcorn, hate, and oppteſs, 
were once gone out of the World, rhey 
ſhould nor only be in no better condi- 

. FF tion than themſelves, but in no other,” os 
| than what their-Dogs and Horſes - paſs 
into when they die ? 

— This mighty Objection, in which the 
Es willing Adverſaries of a Future State 
* F placed ſuch a Confidence, being thus 
| Afolv'd, 1 hope I have fairly acquitted 

my ſelf of the firſt part of my deſign'd 

Method, to promote this preſent ' Argu- 
, ment ; that is, I have endeavour'd. to 
repreſent, that Man, by the Divine Or- 
2 der and Permiſſion , was,created and 
t borg ſubjeted and expoſed to. bear ſuch 
1 ſevere Portions of Miſery and Calami- 
] ty, that if there be no other uſe and 
r end of them; but only that they ſhould 
4 be endured, as his ſubjection to them 
. is ſoveraignly impoſed, ang no proviſi- : 
f on reſerved in future, whereby he might 
o & enjoy a ſucceeding ſetled State of Reff, 
s Freedom, and Compenſation after them, 
2 then muſt Man, (as it was ar firſt ſyg- 
d i geſted, and ſince proved ) be the 
's 
W 
d 
1- 
ze! 
at 


Me 
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only unfortunate Being . of.-rhe ' whole 
Creation. And” that ' the Exiſtence - of 
any other ' Created. Being whatfocyer 
(be ir of a. Stone, or Plant, Worm, 
. or Fly ) were”rather 'to be*choſen, if 

Y he 
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: | he had a liberty allow'd him of ma: | 
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king his Eleion. But concermng that, 
there. are ſeverer Thoughts {lil] to fol- 


Jow. Therefore, 
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CHAP. 11. 
PF this Chapter it's delign'd to repre- 


ſent the ſeveral horrid and intole- 


rable Conſequences, which every 
- rational and conſidering Mind muſt 


neceſarily inferr upon the apprehenſion 
of. Mans being born naturally ſubject to - 


thoſe: many, and greatly Aﬀuictive Evils, 
without a conſideration had of a Future 


World. And they .will occaſion three. 


ſeveral Seftions. 


x. The Firſt demonſtrates, That ſuch . 


2 natural ſubjeftion to thoſe Evils, can- 


not poſſibly. conſiſt with the Honour of 
GOD's Wiſdbm, Juſtice, and Goodnels, - 


who ſoveraignly gave Mankind a na: 
ture ſo unhappily ſubjected. 


2. The Second Section ſhews the In- :: 
ference of many other deſperate Con- 
ſequences, by which Mankind's Subfi . 
ſtence 'in this World muſt neceſſarily be 7 


univerſally diforder'd ; eſpecially b 


that conſequence of the. Reaſonablengls 
of mens putting a preſent period: to | 
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; their own Afﬀidted Ives. © . 7 
 3- In the "Third Section, I ſhall en- __ 
deavour to ſolve ſeveral Grand Obje- be: 
Qions, againſt the reaſonableneſs of this - 
faſt conſequence. 


Section T. 


N which I ſhall endeavour to demon- - 
ſtrate that Mankind's univerſal Subje- 
Qion to thoſe foremention'd troubles, mi- 
ſeries, and calamities, ' (without a conſide- 
ration had of a Future Life ) cannot but 
infer; to a reaſoning mind, very unkind 
Reflexions upon thoſe Attributes of God, 
without” which, it's - x amet to form 

conceptions of His infinitely happy Be-. - 
$2 ing; that is, when an underſtanding 
* mind ſhall conſider, that ſuch a diſor- 
!  der'd Effe@t ſhould be produc'd by a 
cauſe of ſuchan infinite Wiſdom, which 

in all -other His Works is ſo ifeft 


; renown'd; and that the perfeion of 


Goodneſs and Equity, ſhould chuſe to "& 

* 'give a Being to any Creature, by which  ' * 

it may be ſenſible, That it is made fo RY 

much the” more unhappy, by the very . - 

Enjoyment of it ; and that whereby it 5 

may reaſonably judge it felf much bet-. 
Fora 4 2 BY 
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Args- ter, never to have been at all; as the 


| , Wiſe Philoſopher Simplicius offers his ' | 
ada, Opinion. 
But Plutarch repreſents the Caſe, not 


H XKd&KWS 


Tivas. : T 
Simplic. as his private Opinion,. but as true by 


Gp. 38- univerſal ſuffrage ; and as a notion made 

| trite by common Dif- 
courſe ; that is, that (ap- 
on the conſideration: of 
humane Miſeries ) 2t were 


——TI2is Sn TeTOSs Ne 5o- 


edrw's oh TAN" y 67@p, cM 
UAE oys Tep1ObetETHI 
Opvangmeroye Th aur" EO. 
Ke x2iv©- Smaafor, Os a= 
ga, wi HEX ey Tony pre 
Soy mtyTwy. 79 os TeOy@yas 
os Chy £51 KgelToN 

ci Plutareb. Conſe. Polyb. 


to have been, or that he 


ſo that, the mind of 
Man, - will be apt to 
ſuggeſt, That if any 
one in any: humane, ſoveraign Autho- 


rity , ſhould follow ſuch a Pattern or - 


Preſident; that - is, if any- Prince or 
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better for \a Man. never © 


ſhould immediately die: 


Parent, without any other reſpe&t had - 


to either, ſhould out of meer Dominion 


and Arbitrary Power, make a SubjeCt 
or Child to be unavoidably unhappy, }.. 


when it was in their capacities to: have 
prevented that misfortune; I make no 
queſtion, 'That neither Almighty GOD, 
nor any. created rational Being, would 
approve of ſuch an uſe of their Power 
or Authority : and if it ſhould be al- 
ledg'd, That the Soveraignty '"of GOD 
over His Creatures is more abſolute 


than 


4 
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jeas' or Children : I muſt; Anſwer, 
That His Divine ' Goodneſs muſt alſo 
be believed to have the ſame. infinite 
demenſions with His Dominion ;: -and 


_ that it 1s:diſhonourable to the Divine 


Nature to- imagine, That there ſhould 
be any a&t of the:one, which ſhould. 
not be compleatly conſiſtent with the 
other. Upon the aſſurance of which, it 
is, «that the Son of Syrach could fay, We 
will fall into the Hands of the LORD, 
and not into the Hands of Men: for as 
His Majeſty is, fo is His Mercy, 

But , againſt the Inference of this 
dreadful Conſequence, I muſt encounter 


- Three grand Objections, pretended: for 


the vindication of the Divine Attributes 
in this caſe. 

Firſt, It will be objeQted, That though 
GOD Almighty gave Man ſuch a Being, 
by which, in ſome reſpeas, he may live 
2 more afflictive Life than other viſible 
Creatures; yet nevertheleſs, it's to be 
conſider'd, That G O D hath, in compen- 
fation, allow'd him a far larger ſhare of 
many happy Advantages in this World, 
by which. he may be ſenſible of enjoy- 
ing more Knowledge, Honour, 'Power, 


and Pleaſure, than any other Creature 


beſides can be poſſeſſed of. | 
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* than a Prince's or Parent's over his Sub- 
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-Fo- this Objetion , my; Anſiver is, 
That whatſoever that Portion be, if there 
be no apprehenſion of a fixare Bliſs, to 
make ſuch oy ments acceptable in 
their eſteem uſe, it's known, (as my 
next and laſt Argument will ſufficiently 
explain the Cake) that whavſoever they 
.be, they muſt be ſuch as, ' in their na- 
cure, are neither univerſal, fatisfaQtory, 
.nor certain ; nor in any man's power, 
at choice, to obtain them, when they 
moſt paſſtonately defire- them, or moſt 
extreamly need them. And' when they 
are poſſeſſed, they are' ſuch, as will be - 
perpetually incumbring the' Minds of - 
Men, with fo many fears, and unexpected 
turns. -and' interruptions, and with fo 
many attendant Evils, that ary one of 
them conſider'd, and felt, ( as the nature 
of Man's mind is) may more afflitive- 
ly aſſault its notice,- to the Senfe of its 
own Infelicity, than all other the inte- 
gral parts of Proſperity can afford it 
- contentment or fatisfaCtion, So that; if 
it falls our, (and it's rare if it doth not) | 
that the: moſt profperous mantinall other: 
refpeQs , ſhould be invaded either in' 
Body or Mind, with any of thoſe.-grea- 
ter Evils, to- which: his nature hath ſub- 
jeQed him, all other his Enfoyments 
( how many and great ſoever )” would 

DE appear . 
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appear not oily inconſiderable, but, oft- 
fimes nauſeous, to his Thoughts. Firſt, 
A Fit of any violent . Torment upon his 


Body, ſhall render his ſtately Palace, his 


plenteous Fortuhe, and his honourable 
CharaQter, ſo . unconcerning, as that a 


- Noble man of this Nation. ( as I have' 


been inform'd) ſhould in a continued Fit 
bf the Gout, with anexchange of his con- 
dition in'alf thoſe his famous circum- 
ſtances, with an healthful Porter, rather 
than enjoy all other the parts of his Pro- 
ſperity with that one attendant Evil. 
And then; Secondly, It's the ſame with 
any ſuch Perſon, how proſperous ſoever 
in all other reſpeAs, that happens but to 
have his Mind affeted with any diforde- 
red imagination, Chow cauſ; R774 perhaps, 
or uhreafonable foever ) as thar a great 
Lady of this Nation alfo, ( as it wasre- 
lated tome by-one that knew hery who 
at the fame rime*that' ſhe was diſcours'd 
by her Favourite, to be the happieft Wo- 
man in'the'Wofld, in refpe& other Youth 
and Beavity, Noble Extraction and For- 
tune ; and ſtanding at a Window inview 
of a; poor  Oyſter-woman, then paring 
by, ſthould'be fo unſedſible of the grea 


advantages of Rving Happify, which the 


enjoy'd;ab to'fry, Thatthe could be:ton- 
. tent to” exchange her. own preſent con? 
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dition with-that Poor womans, at all ad-. 


ventures whatſoever. No .wonder then, 
that the Wiſe Anroninus ſhould fo pailio- 


nately expreſs himſelf in our Cale, as to. 


fay ; What is there here 


dare rod Ros x vhghd | ſpoald tempt the de- 
$537, Te St diwnigies, fire of being any longer de- 
&juudpa wy mpar ror, &c. . 


oo - « vw» 
Anton. lib.' 5. tain'd in this Life ? 4 


ſuch obſcure ſenſes, that are ſo eaſily des 
cerved 2 ſhall a little ſoul, that knows not it 
ſelf > ſhall a vain and empty Name and 
Glory » What ſhouldft thou defire, but a 
preſent Annihilation or Tranſition 2 | And 
this (I think) ſufficiently-ſolves my firſt 
Object 10N. | | 1 

2. The Second ObjeAtion. that is pre» 


tended to obviate the refleQion . upon” 


thoſe Attributes of God, with reſpect to 


the aboveſaid humane Infelicitics, is thus : 


laid : That is, That GOD may be fo 
far juſtified in Mankind's ubjet 


for their offences, and as effe&ts of their 


own guilt.., That is,- That they have 


deſerved them at God's Hand. 

My Anſwer to this ſeemingly great: 
Objection is, That that kind of Solution 
of the conſequence, does rather improve; 
re 


F D'S - ; 4 


. company. of poor outward. 
things, ſo tran(ient, ſo apt to change ? Shall 


ed . s ſybjection tq- 
them, as that thoſe Evils are ſuppoſed 
to be inflicted upon men as pr Was 


S235 Prog re. 
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ad- the Reftetion- upon the Divine Attri- 
en, E butes, and muſt | even blaſpheme + the 
io- MU Goodneſs of GOD it ſelf, upon-ſeveral 
to | accounts. Firſt, Becauſe it muſt ſuppoſe, 
ere © that GOD defign'd to; puniſh a Man, even 
de- © in his Birth; +it\ being an Infelicity in 
de- I it felf to be ſo born. Secondly, Becauſe 


A 3 the real miſeries that may: attend his .* 
ard © Infancy, Childhood, and the innocenter 1.0] 
ball WF part of his Youth, muſt be! reputed Pu- I 
dee © nithments for Offences uacommitted, and ; J 
7 it © but only in poſſibility. And then, Third- --. 


ind ly. When ſuch Calamities have befaln 
f 2a © Men of fuller. Age, they could not be 
nd fl really .accounted : Puniſhments,  tbat 1s 
Irſt W meerly and properly ſo, Lecauke they 

; I come-to pals generally in a promiſcuous 
re- © order -and manner, and in moſt..inſtan- 
on Il cas; Without. any. viſible diſtindtion be- 
ro 8 tween , the. Good :and Evil: And that 
ws } YVertuous perſons (who, though they be 
ſo I not abſolutely perfect, yet perhaps not 
to. vilfully' wicked) are alike concern'd in 
ed Wl Thoſe natural Eyils, and in the ordinary 
nts I contingences. of Calamity, as wellasthe 
cir I obnoxious and great Offenders. Are mot 1,00 
ve Bl Good. men . ( faith: Cicero )- furprized « in nos eſſe 


.. "Wl common: Miſeries as well as the. Evil ? On 2 
at i 4re;, they not as. afflitively, fick , poor, omnes * 3 
on - , bonos 


ea'qliz tile in malis nitmerat cadere pofſunt. Cie. Tuſe, qui, 1ib 5, 


and 
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and old > | And, do they not paſs. : 
along' in -their mortal -Durations\, with. > 
rhe ſairie ſevere circumſtances of tratural I * 
Troubles, and ſad Accidents , as other. W- - 
mer 7 And in many caſes are they 'fiot q 
obſery'd-to meet ever harder uſages than | 
thoſe that be enormouſly vitious > And i * 
if ſo, then (1 fay) Cannot Mankind in 7 
_ general be ſaid to' be: ſubject to them, © 
and afflited by them , under the meer 
notion of Ptinifhments 2 For though Pro- MW _ 
vidence' may; and doth order them oft- y 
'times for 'the Puniſhment of Evil 'men, WW"; 
yet it is to be accounted:not by a nattiral, | 


but by an occaſional Ordination : That 
s, they are Primarily the mifertes of 
Mankind; zccording to their nature, and 
"then but Secondarily.; and by occafion, 
the Puniſhments of Evil men, wheti they 
happen to ther. As the ſame Evils and 
Misfortunes may in lke ' manner be* o&. 
cafionally and ordinatively the a&s of 
God's Paternal care and love; and for the 
greater Advantage of Good men, wheti 
they happen-to them, as thoſe Evils may: 
be the- diſcipline and chaſtifement of his 
Wiſe Love to, and care of them: . 7 
. © But then the Reaſon of all. this muſk 
be founded upon the ſuppos'd Exiſteriee: 
of a_ Future World. © Otherwiſe it would 
be a great irregularity in Providence ,"1 
iN- 
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innocent Infants and Childten, ' and that 
men of 'perfet age, who endeavour all 


1 


* they canto be Good and Vertuous, ſhould 
_ nevertheleſs be made miſcrable,& be affli- 
ted in the ſame manner, and totheſame 
degree that wicked and vitious men: are 
puniſhed for their groſs offences, - Which 
maſt be Trut in confequence, if (I ſay ) 
the-confideration of a Future World doth 
not folve the doubr. | 
But I ſhall reſpite the giving a ſuffi- 
6. | cient Evidence for that Solution, to the 
of . Third Chapter, This the Second Ob- 
"2 tion. SOL. CO, Og 
a ©2##.'3. The Third ObjeCtion which 
or 2ur Libeift doth chuſe to lay. in our 
1 OE is borrowed from? fome of the 
js Wy Chriſtian Name, ( and it muſt be accor- 
> Y dingly anſwered) x. Who have been 
oy affirm, Thar though. it can't be 
7 W pt to'afitrm;, Thac though. it can't b 
faid, that Man's fubjeQtion to:thoſe- mi- 


P : 4 ; " 
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of  feries and' natural calamities, were impo- 
Wy fed upon Mankind univerſally for their 
a;  9vn offences, yet God 'may be juftify'd 


- WM in permitting, if not in infliting them 
a (without any: confideration had ta a Fy- 

; W ture State) for the imputed ſin of ano- <0 
@ Wl er; that is, becauſe that every man -» 
is bor guilty of Adam's tranigrefiions, 3 


5 and by thar guilt alone, every man .” 
56 Wy may be juſtifyably born fubjett to'the 
| "3 un- 
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332 A_ Future World's Exiſtence 

'" unhappineſs of all thoſe mention'd Evils. 

Toall this objection ; Firſt I fay, -That. - pc 
Art. 9. Our Church indeed in her confeſſion, doth." :+ 
profeſs, That Original Sim is the fault and 
corruption of every Man, that is Natural- 
ly engendred of the Offfpring of Adam, Sc. 
And that therefore in every. Perſon born | p, 
into the World, it deſervethGod-s Wrath I 
and Damnation, In which laſt words of 
the Article, as it's ſevereſt conſequence, - 
my Objecers may interpret, that mans 
natural ſubjecion to thoſe mention'd lf ;+ 


__—_ Evils is comprehended and underſtood ; MW ;. 

E. . though the Article takes not any particu- WW ;; 

| lar notice of that conſequence of Adaw's IM & 
Sin. | : 

But the 7rzdentine Article indeed A 


Wy ..., doth ſuppoſe it in expreſs 
ARR H non cas Words: And the Bohemi-. il « 
propagini — mortem & pee- ax Confeſſion doth 'enu- -Ml þ, 
nas corporis cantum, —* rmerate thoſe very natu- 

| 24 P. 910. = of . 

- * ral calamities, as particu» ill j, 
larly as I bave done; as being compre- | ;| 
hended in that menace, The day thou Ea-, iſ {; 

Gen-3*5: zeft thereof thou ſhalt ſurely Die.  _- p 
| - But in full Anſwer to the Objection, ſW þ 
I fay that-the Article is ſo far from be-. WW 6 

ing unprovable to take off the reaſona-. Fl , 
bleneſs of that intolerable conſequence, WW ; 
which ſo much refle&s upon the Divine. WW } 
Attributes, upon the account of Mang - 

' natural 


ap, 5 4 
- 5 ES I 
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e. 
natural ſubjection to all:thoſe Evils; that, 


were it not for the. conſideration and ſup- 


poſal of a. Future State, it will appear, 
that the Senſe of it cannot poſhbly be 


conſiſtent or accountable. For wharſoe- 


ver imputation of guilt is preſum'd by 
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it to be derived from Adam's Sin to his . 
Poſterity, certainly God never deſign'd 


thereby to be ſo unmerciful, as natural- 


ly. to. puniſh any man ſo ſeverely for it, 
who ſhould not afterward deſerve it by his 


own offences, as that it may be believed, 
that God did but take occaſion by the 
imputation to put Mankind under a new, 
and a more gracious Covenant, for high- 


 & and nobler Intereſts, and upon eater, 


and more feiftble 'Terms ; for the better 
performance of which, mans natural ant 
contingent Evils were to become deſign- 
edly inſtrumental, and highly ſervicea- 
ble; otherwiſe it would argue' ſuch an 
a&t of Revenge, as, can hardly be paral- 
lelld by the worſt imaginary caſe; and 
that in an inſtance, that God hath moſt 
ſolemaly diſclaim'd, as when - he ſo ;ex- 
preſly reproved the ule of thatrefleQing 
Proverb; The Fathers have eaten ſowre 
Grapes, and the Childreus Teeth are ſet 
on; edge. Thereupon - he renounc'd all 
manner;of partiality -in the execution of 
tis Divine Judgment, and politively ap- 

FS: | prov'd 


Rom. 5+ 
16, I 7s 
13. 


Ezek. 1$- 
I. 
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334 
on a Fundamental of Eternal' Equity 
Taiquity. of the Father. of! 

As for that inſtance which hath beef 

made uſe of to juſtify God in the. preſent 
Miſeries, and even' in the Eternal con 


thers Offences , -it holds no reſemblance 


there is an hard thing done to an inno- 
cent. and unfortunate Heir, but out of 
pure politick neceſflity, to diſcourage 6 
.: thers from attempting the like Treaſona- 
ble defigns to their own, their Poſteri- 
ties, and the Governments Ruin. Now 
this caſe is altogether different from the 
other; for here is only the puniſhment 
of one- or a few, to-prevent the undoing 


. ty: But there muſt be ſuppos'd ſuch an 
imputation of one mans fault, as muſt 


fery without any confideration had to 


proceedure cannot poſlibly. conſiſt w 
the: very Notion of a Supream Deity, 
£7 without Reaſons that might DOE 


on 
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, prov'd the'cqualityof his own ways, ups 
v. 20... that is, 'That the Son ſhall not bear the 


demnation of the greater part of Man W 
kind, for Adam's Sin, becaule the Sons of: 
. Trayfors may be puniſhed for their Fa- 


atall tothis Caſe; for that's done, not that 
the Government doth not. know, that 


| | 2 numerous Many, and for a Publick Safe- | 
put the whole world into a ſtate of Mir 


"I N 


their own offences. | A belief of ſich J. | 
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ſuch a Fac, from the- c@lideration 
mans deſignation to the happineſs of a 
uture' World ; as for the better attain- 
ment of which, all humane miſeries may 
be made ſubſervient, as ſhall preſently 


appear. 0 3 PE 
" And thus notwithſtanding the'objei- 


'.on, | though the truth of the Article. be 


aſlented to; yet it cannot take off the 
intolerable conſequence upon the Divine 
Attributes, without a reſpe& had to rhe 
Exiſtence, of another World. This the 
laſt Objection. | 

__ But there be other ſevere conſequen- 


. ces of another Nature, which muſt: be 


alſo conſidered, but they are the buſineſs 
of the next, or Second Section. | 


EL” Seftion II. 
P this Section I ſhall add ſeveral other 
L. .very ſevere coplequences, beſides thoſe 


that concern. G OD Almighty, which 


are ofthemſclvesreally deſtructive to hy- 

mane Nature, both;as Socially, and. Perſo- 

nally-conſidered : And which, may as.reas | 

{onably be inferr'd from Mens being Natu-. 
 rally-fubje to thoſe Evils.; - if we ſhould 

"be.able to balance ſuch unhappy 

6 thoughts 


WO: thoughts by y ie da d RS: # a” vl LE 
--  tureState, whichisto be the enquiry of f 
the Third Chapter. la 
The firſt Conſequence of that nature, MW i; 
is> That Parents would then 'be unac- iſ 
countably cruel, who ſhould permit a © 45 
propagation of Beings, which they knew I 
R by undoubred Argnments of Diſcourſe, | % 
| and the Suffrage of univerſal Experience, MW D 
F maſt be born to an Inheritance «< atleaſt) | fc 
of continual" Toil and: Trouble, if not of | : 
c 

Pe 

ir 

S 


intolerable Miſery and Calamity. Upon 

which obſervation, Clemens of Alexandria 

|  - hath delivered us theSence of an ancient 
*Epe? tina & mines Poet, who was perſwaded, W + 
oxelv That Parents ought” not | ® 


ers 4s a = bring Children into the 


Tlevss 68-7 Tas els eous pu- -Warld, when they ſaw 70 Y 
Td dg8pore what Bvils they muſt be 8 
born : + And makes men-. 
tion of ſome, that thought, that the 
Pythagoreans, for that end, abſtained from 
all the natural means of propagation. 
Secondly, On that account it , would 
be true, That in caſes of violent Torments 
or languiſhing Diſeaſes, an- Aſſafſinate 
might more properly be' ſent for, as a fit- 
ter Inſtrument of Relief, than a Phyſi- 
clan ; agreat part of whoſe Skill and Care 
would, in ſuch Caſes, be byt a Tyranny to 
the Afﬀlited, except it were employedro | 
haſten 


Strom. lib. 3. 


& 2 ©, 
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from their 
| Sations, that they might 


ae y \ Ratio, | Evidence, | 
"wi them to'their Reſt, and to facili- 


e-their.periods. for their quiet Annihi- 


tion, 13? 


+ The: laſt Conſequence (as that which 


then follow-, That it 
would be, every man's 
Duty to hiniſelf, to ſtudy 
for the readieſt Euthana- 
fie, - ( as the Romars in 


ſome caſes did) to ex- 


pedite their departures 
miſerable 


I principally deſign to take , notice of 
4s,” That:-in' Thouſand Caſes it would 


Magna vis eftia i iis malis; 
quibus ifte naturz vincitur 
fſenſus, qtio mors omnimo= 
dis, omnibus vitibus cona- 
tibuſq; vitatur : Et 1 non 
Potuerit aliunde contingere 


ab ipſo homine fabimet in-. 


feratur. 
Aitg. de Chv.lib, Ig. 


Cap. 4- 


attain a laſting Repoſe in a nothing, 


_ rather- than endure the miſery of ſome 


Years torments,” want, or diſgrace. 
Therefore Seneca ſpeaking; like aStoick, 


did boldly affirm, Thar 


| if a man's Life became 


uneaſie to him, Ze were 


4. Fool. if he did. not drive 


out that troubleſome Inha- 
bitant within him, that 


. thade him ſenſible "of his 


preſent- Unhap appineſs ; * Or 
that he ſhould refuſe to 


-f 


At fi ;nutile miniſterijs * 


eſt corpus, quidni oporteat 
educere animunm laboran- 
tem ? Et.cum majus 
periculum fit male vivendi, 
quam'cito moriendi, ſtultus 
eſt qui non exigno tempo- 
ris mercede magnz rei ale- 
am non redemit. 
as, Ep. 8. Ep. 60s 


\ Purchaſe ſo great an Advantage to himſelf 
I upon /o [mall an Adventure. 


£*% 


On 


—_— 


- On-thisacconnt , What can be Tuſh- 
cently Haid- to- condemn -Mirhridatts, 


that he made” his own Sword his Re- 


prieve, from /being-diſhongurably tyed 
'to Pompey's rriumphant Chariot? -Oritb 
veproach Cuto's cottage, Whtn'he choſe 
to allow himſdlf a preſent Death, ra- 


ther than to live in'the' diſgrace 'of be- 


ing a Trophy to C#/as Vifoties > 
With many more Examples of that ſort 
of 'men, whoſe Stoicifm having '#fforded 


them an Allowance, 'it was'but reafona- 


- ble for them to make uſe of that. Libers 
ty,.to ſet themſelves'free, when'rhey were 
oppreſſed with the heavy Senſe of being 
Unhappy. | | 


And what Kindneſs theſe imen * 4d; 


themſelves, for ought 1 yet ſee, (it there 


be no Future State, nor Laws to 'go-. 


vern mens actions in- order*to it) - my 
Friend, when he ſees 'me in ſorrow or 
torment, _ as innocently do it: for. 
me, as to ki 

ter reaſon; and 'to whom'T'might*aþ= 


peal for 'my releaſe, as'it 'was'told Pavzil, - 


- That Sau! ſhould do to the Amaletive, 


Sainte Stand upon me and ſlay me, becauſe my Life © 


zs yet Tohole in me. 


This is'the laſt -of thar'ſott of ill cott- - 


ſequences, and it's 'the "moſt famotifly 
conſiderable of them all. And therefore, 
againſt 
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a Fly, and with far 'grea- 
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5c, 1 muſt be Serached with' feye- 
- ral ObjeQians, which will take P's the 


Next Scttion. ; 


' Seftion I I | 


pus Thied Softion, 1 ſhall under- 
rakerrhe Anfwer of Three ObjeMions, 
agamftche juft Inference of this laſt hors 


 mid;Conſequerice; (that is, of menstaking 


a Liberty \to-put en end $0 their own 


Lives; ps oftias they: find themfelves op- 


preſſed with-rhoſe:Calamities, to which 


© #heir' natures kave ſubjected them. 


_ x: The Furſt Qbjeftion:is , That 'Men 
may be reftramed fram duch deſtructive . 


" Attempts upon :their own Lives, by 4 


n_— of, and g:euſtomary 2 
rency! Dying.3 though they had no 
Faith iat all of another: ed. 4 | 
z:"The:\Second /is founded upart an 
Abſervagiori; *That perſons who profeſ: 
iTenounce'\the Belief: 'of another 
Wanldy:dv not ,ordinarily;;and buttery 
tarely;jimake ale .of that Expedient”, *to 
Foe thomelves from their own aflictive 
atas.'-; ic {® 
$10 The; Third: Objettion 3 i5, Thar the 
Heatheg x rn Fas allow'd the 
L2 * Wold 
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340 Fe R 
' World a. notice 1of ſome Wiſe Rules, by 


Job 2.4- 


the World with: a; gentle-ſir6ke; but of 
MES e% one 


j A Future World's E iience:: - + 


which, it's preſurn'd, that men may con- 


tentedly bear their narural- and cdptine 
gent Evils, without doing that violence 


to their own Lives, andalfo-without any 
neceſſary conſideration had of a future 


_ World. 


OZjef. x. The Firſt ObjeQion is, That 
a deſire of Living and: ſelf-ptefervatioh, 
15 as connatural to:Men, as their:very' Be- 
ings, and that it-is in ſome Sencertrue, 


what Satan ſaid, Skin:for skiv, aut all that - 


a man hath, will he gzve for his Life: And 
therefore ſuch an innate and'{ efpecially 


being made a )- cuſtomary: delire of Lite, ' 


will be ſufficient to hold mens - hands 


from offering-that confuſion to the So- 


cieties of Mankind, upon every:man's ta- 
king a Liberty to die, as. oft as he is 
oppreſſed with any croſs or: calamity. 


And, ſo that there needs notiany acknow-. 
ledgment of a Future. State, to prevent 


that grand inconvenience tothe World, 
To this I Anſwer, 'That though: it be 


ranted, that there is ſuchra-natural de- - 


fire of Self-preſervation, and that-it be 


moreover-allpwed, that that'defire-is or-- 


dinarily advanced-by-a - cuſtomary: fear 
of Dying ; yet if it be reaſonable un it 
ſelf, becauſe 'it-is far eaſter (to paiſs out of 


> ms ame Wo» A =. jag ay 


OI 2 ew "win tre we & a= fwmo foo} to Oo 


15d Dy he AS ns 4 YL) 5 "Pre 05 hr WER. wy TIT x ann ' 

: LITE 4X we Hoe "ESD $2? : FI; SARS A ILAERes x - bs ns . " =2<&=hp" 

5 ” andere 3 TL MES by MY "ES IH LEW i S484 tr on FI NIE Pe Ono Aon oe BE IE, Io, 

«| of LN 291 BS 93 Lt nn to ID WEE VETO Ck hs er - (Oe te 1 IPA CASE IL I II 
Gen,” "4 - bio - £ C 


- Lo . Fe q : = WS : 
obs > AIR” £4 WY "Rx 7 f # *%: 7y 3 > 4 S582 TOR 
vs d1 "AS ES NT, 1 + * F 7 4 N *; 4 ffs — a 


; demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 241 .© 
ff one minute's duration, than to endure' a j 
TH long, languiſhing Diſeaſe, ora tormenting I 
% I. Pain, or a;permanenc Oppreſſion of Mind, 
© (there being no fear of a following ac 
WB count, for the. irregularity, of the-Fa& ) 
= it's.all 4pretend; to in; this conſideration. 

For what is purely reaſonable in itsfelf;, | 


may in tine conquer 4/ natural, fenſual, 
Df and imaginary fear, - and the power'of 
'_ cuſtom ;''and ſubdue the common ela- 

©, mours of-- mens 'difapprobation' : of» the 
Fact, and at laſt, by common ulage, give 
Go; Laws:to the World, and a Reputation to 
) WB the Deſign: As it hath done among the 
© BB H{»dian Women, who: cheerfully; in the 
_ briskeſt vigour of their Age, throw them- 
ſelves-into .their dead: Husbands Funeral 
flames, to prevent a following accuſtony\\l 
diſhonour [to themſelves :. And as it is 
among;;the Fapaxefſes , who cuſtomarily 

- rip-up their own Entrals, rather than ad- 
venture the diſgrace: of being reſpitted, 
till the; Execyutioner ſhall do his Office. 
hl Thus is the firſt Qbjection ſolv'd. A 
< 0bjef.. 2. Thenext Objection is, Thar "2 
tr if becauſe, where there's no concera fora _— 
Future State, it will follow, that ſuch'an 
af Expedient-to ſet a miſerable Perſon free 
from. his preſens want, torment, or diſ- 
grace, would be a reaſonable attempt (as 

* i haye diſcours'd ): If this were True 
we | Z 3 (faith 
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Rn" Rene 
C faink. my Objedtor ) How ; comes 


pa; thus. thar iptebipidtes {oft tf 


who! 46 profetedly :mork ur the 


of another World,: ſhould fot very often, 


if te l/atwaies, - 26: thar kind 'pices ''of 
Friendthip' to themſelves, whetr they 
dp] ro be greatly Utifortunare? 


"which 1 Anafwer, that I epnfefs- 
theres is fuch a fort of tried inthe World; 
this do make a fcorn of alt Religion; 


ant « Future Life: and rlatf would be 
thought ſufficiently able to0:defehd the 


Or three. notable exceptions © 
Holy Bible, 'andi@af':efofs” 


lick Principles of Chriſtianieyy” With 1 


few hints of the Mimi Divinity} 


or when they 'cin gt f19' a 


_ to perſwade rheir ' tewy "Crew 6 
y with-them inthe farnc'corberipe 
of FGodiaml of all thar is Savred aad Gibb 


they. can think'/id at prefer # Tuoiens | | 


confutation of all-rliat an bead ifs en 
own defence, if they db but [Wear down 
rhe taan'in Black, with a thpufand Oaths 
and Curſes, and with Unifanlives'e 
noughz can but droll upoti hin \ittyſere' 


. idlettories, purpoſely 1et on foot; tomake 


themfelves merry, 'with the  opogeaets 
of the whole Sacred Oryer. - nes 


: 

£xT-4 4 : 

88-5 ae 
m—_ 


Bur 


' Cafe, when ontethey kavepiphd up tie. 
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But in'the mean time ———— 
vs-nq_ ſufficient Reaſon to think, thas 
they are (incere, and truly- in earneſt ag 
the bottom im all this: . For if they did 
but really believe, that there were no; 0- 
- ther World; as they fwear and pretend, 
it were ——_— that they ſhould be fo 
dull and filly as to chuſe to be unhappy 
any one hour more ;. but that, when they 
are oppreſied with want of money, with 
2 baffl'd Amour, or loſs of health, or 
when they are rotten, and creep about 
the town with halfa Noſe, or with other 
the like fymptoms of their own debaus 


' Cheries, they ſhould determine their mi- 


ſeries 'at one blow ; and prudently com- 

_ mit themſelves to reſt in a quiet annihi» 
atidn ; which they knew they might ef- 
fect with fo much eaſe and ſpeed. If 


S ſome of them would but briskly go about 


that work, they might gaina belief from 
yg, that - they meant what they faid; 
otherwiſe they muſt excuſe us, if we 
think, that they either are a pack of a» 
bominable cowards; (of which their - 
- bluſtering humour is a very probable in» 
dication)) or elſe that they have ſome un- 
lucky doubts of the Exiſtence of another 
World creeping about their minds, that 
hinders the Rope, or ſome good ald Ve, 
from doing them a ogy Office, _ 
s 4 the 
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A Future World's Exiftence''' 
the | beſt friends they have in the world: 
_ can! otherwiſe do'for them ; if it,wers- 
true, as they pretend, that there” is no i T! 
Future World,' aceount, - or puniſhment] W +” 
But then the wonder is, that if that doubt,, MW fic 
can, on the one hand, reſtrain them from © ed 
an ad ſo much to their preſent: eaſe and © lil 
deliverance; and yet that the ſame doubt; IU at 
ſhould not on the other | hand, reclaun 
them from doing the moſt unreaſonable 
thing in the World, that is, from living 
ſuch infamous and prodigiouſly. wicked 
Lives ſo much to their own danger ob 
being eternally undone, if (as they doubt): 
there ſhould happen ro be ſuch a- thing 
indeed, as a following and dreadful Ac" 
count in another World. | q 

But that I may throughly ſolve theſe 
mens Credit, 'I had rather tell the Ob= 
jeer, That I am perſwaded, that after 
all' this, moſt of them do really believe: 
the being of a God, and of anorher World | 
and they do in their beſt thoughts ap- 
prove a Vertuous and Sober Lite, only! 
they are reſolved to keep up' their A» 
theiſtical and/Hetouring humour,to ſhew- 
their bravery in being Wicked: Thar is, 
they ſpeak and act ſuch extremities of 
profaneneſs, that they. may be admir'd' 
for a more than ordinary Greatneſs of 
Mind, and. ſo may inſult oyer-rhoſe _ 
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| ct Ravioud Evidence 345 0 ] 
 tle:Sinners, - that :chuſe to-creep'to Hell, I 


for a«company” of Low ny HEnralnings 


| Tranſgreſſions. * 


And then, they having paſt away a CON- 


fiderable part of their time inthat wretch- 


ed manner of Living, upon: this-and the 
like faſhionable morives ; they are- at faſt 
arreſted with the fatal ſymptoms: of a de- 
caying and a dying State; and theo they 
begin to whine-for: their own F ollies, and: 
admoniſh their fi urviving Friends,of taking 
wiſer meaſures; and of making better pro- 
viſions for themſelves in- another'* World. 


This folves my Second: Objettion. 


34. The Third and laſt: Objection, 
which I- muſt encounter, is/otier'd by 
them char! wilb ſay, that Philoſophy a- 
lone can ſuggeſt a' ſufficient irelicf 10-2; 
mind under. theſevereſt preſſures :bf natu-: 


ral or contingent .Evils; as' without ſuch: 


mens: undertaking' their deliverance, by: 
putting a preſent period to'their own 


| uneaſy lives,” ſo withour any conſidera- 
. tion of a Future World as ſufficient to 
'prevent-ir, 


Tothis it's firſt Anſwer'd, That upon the 
catefulleſt' ſurvey of Cicero's Arguments s 
(who I-believe hath faid as much, and as 


. Wiſely 'as can well-be ſuggeſted i in:that 


Cafe). find nothing that he offers that ſo 
much : as pretends to any exemption from 
«$ thole 
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146 Lt Fare Wrkd6 Bxftmie- 0 
| thoſd naryral Miſhies/ much lef thas re 
ders "any thing in |compenfation: fot 
them; only he hath given- ſome centait 
Rules, which (as it's preſum'd) may diet 
ment how: better. to ſubmit to, 40d; the 
. More patiently to bear up againſt, theiy 
preſent misfortunes; that is, to bemarg 

wile! miſerable : But nevertheleſs, the 

ed 'man endures them ftill ; that is; 

notwithſtanding all thoſe Rules, - ho s 

ſtill an-unhappy man. 

Secondly, | Anſwer, that all thoſe FY 
reQive Rules they give are a reliefandcure 
by far narrower than the largeneſs of the 
diftemper; that is, they'are too Philaſo- | 
phical for the hundredth part of the ab 

| erm by 19 pos yo V 
 tnem: generally purport jull. W mi 
fo much- help to the. miſerable, as it all WY as 
men-that want Money, were fent to the I it! 
Philoſophers Stone, tor cure the difcay Cl 
of their Parſes.  . | 7: 

Thirdly, My Anſwer to that pre- By, 
tence. is, That I obſerve our Philoſo-: . 
pher makes the ſuccesfulneſs of thoſe 

—< his Rules, to depend-upon ſuch ſevere: 
contra, qualifications of Mind and Life ,: 00> 
we gy upon' ſo, many ſtrict aQs of. ſelf 
quosnul- (ſuch as throwing off all natural Fear,. 


hi - Metus 6 
terrtnt, nullz fibdines incitant, Oc. Tuſc. Queft.. PE Go” Dj 


yen 


Aﬀte b} Mito Evidence, 


the forts" of al ſenſ#dl  Appetitey, hy 
aria the- efflied- Perſons may be 
grded” to go that zlimoft to wninen 
themſelves, as welt as pretend an Obe- 
&t0 all His- ntttherons and difficult 
preſcriptions ; whickt nothine bue the 
env ug of 'a Ftiture World can 
bly- ingble ther to undertake; 2s 
Third Argunicnt hath . evinced, 
"Fonrthly; 1 Anifiver, That thoſe Phi- 
loſtphers' did Wo far- believe - their ow 
notiortal "Schemes of Patience to be /un- 
| pn ieqble (and-as a fil corifuration-of E 
Hl other their pretentions for the retief "i 
of rhe” utiforturate) that at laſt. they 'v 
wete driver to fly ts the Rock of Fatal | 
ety. to give any tolerable quiet to Quiaer. 
metrs *tineaſy inds. This Serec+ pleads £0 .Cxpi- 
as the laſt refuge, and the only rermain- 3000s, 
| its tornfbrt for 4 Sick: Mind ; and: with- ea ; 
6it which, all other atten <5 ifs re -que, quo 
kief, Were: akogether unfaf] _ 
immuta- A 
viphut, Fata ? Permitte-mibi iam rigidam ſeam tyeri eorum, x 
Blatt,” 24 ifta , & Rag S110 py efſe Fatum-.-quam zgre mentis 3 
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Now, if ever any manner of carria 
Intirnate a efective cauſe, This 
&ttainly kk os it, - as' tro our preſent ' 
thts, 6 n; if there benno orher, or nb berter 
Dy 


to avett the cogency 'of our thus 
arguing 
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4 Future World's Exiſtence ' 


arguing for a Future 'World, on the a& 
count - mens natural ſubjeQion” ty 
ſuch miſeries and calamities of humang 
Life, the Controverlie is at an end. 
What ! Is there no other way to ſolye 
the Reflection upon the Divine Attri 
butes, and to keep a Man from offering 
Vialence to his own miſerable Life, but 
by engaging him to think, thathe muſt 
of neceſlity be Unhappy, :and that an 
immoveable Fate hath chain'd him dowg 
toit ? What can beadded more to come 
pleat his miſery > The leaſt hopes of 
Deliverance hath ſome Relief; but wherg 
there is none at all to be admitted; an 
Invitation to Patience is an additional 
oppreſſion ,, and looks more like 2 / re- 
vengeful Exprobration, than' a rationfl 


SupporTr. , ; Fe, 
But, Fifthly and Laſtly, To ſhew-how: 
thoſe men are neceflitated to trifle *in 
. . finding out a Relief. for the Aﬀlicted's 
. Patience, ( where the Concerns of ano- | 
ther World are deſignedly to be laid aſide). 
it may be obſerv'd, That the great Philo- 
ſophers were ſo diffident of their own. 
ſtated Rules, eſpecially of their beloved 
Principle of Fate, that they themſelves | 
have iſpoil'd the-. Credit of them, and. 
proclaim'd them all-to be inſufficient, by. 
allowing a ſpeedier Remedy for all bu: 
| ' Mane 


ax 
- 


 demonſtfated by Rational Evidence: '249 © 
\ mane Miſcries.; and, that is, by acquit- 4 
Bos themſelves: of their Misfortunes and 
ings all at once: | Concerning: this, I 
have'already given; ſome inſtances, and 
could have added many more great Ex- 
amples ' of that ': deſperate Expedient ; 
which/ thoſe Philoſophers mention with 
ſo:much approbation, that Sexeca taking 
occaſion to ſpeak! of Cato. and Scipzo; 
of the later, he hath this wyurom fur Carthags- 
expreſſion ; that /t was a nem vincere, fed amptius 
reat thing that it couldbe orien - 0. 8 
Tad of hims, . that he ,con- OT ER 
quered Carthage; but much greater, that 
he had overcome himſelf ; that zs, ggded bis 
Life with bis own Sword. 
And: then, Do not the reaſon of the fad 
mention'd'intolerable conſequence recurr ?- 
Doth not what Ihave here faid ſuffici- 
ently dhew ; | that: what I before; at- 
firm'd-was true:; thatis, that it'muſt ne- 
ceflarily follow, that if there be-no  Fu- 
ture State conſider'd, it's reaſonable for a . 
man to-put an end to his own Life and 
Mifery: together 2 Or, Why ſhould ſuch 
men -( in whom. this laſt ObjeQtion: had 
its Concern ) ſo_ often chuſe to makeuſe - 
of that Expedient, and in a Thoufand 
Caſes think it more reaſonable toputan 
end to their wearied Lives, than to en- 
dure their preſent Miſeries > This ſolves 
my Laſt ObjeQion. And 
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Had thws alla Appeanaayc 
of their Deſon, -vo baffle-xh 


: repfnahpnnts of all my coco binane 


z Wiicht mui: Fu itprows- 
bly true; yerfrtng ad Exiflznce 


of 2 furure fate 'thall releaſe theiy:of 


their horrour, and.atiox/them 2 [fufficient 
Solution ; whach is the bnane8>of: the 
Third. and Laſt: Chapter of this gy 
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His Third pwr dep i | 
- demonftrate ; That the''A 
ledgment and Suppoſal of x By 


- pare res. grove exgobly naturally and. 
without = Exception:, folve” alb thoſe 


mention'd intolerable Conſequences ;"'to 
the immortal Honour ofthe/Great(ORED 


. TQR, who was: pleaſed to:creave Maps 
hind5in. ſuch-emcumſtances: And: _—_ 


full ſatisfattion ofevery Good; 


cenſideys thrmielf 0 ho domerk >, And 
this fhall .endeayour.aouo, in "200d 


_ ScQians. 
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- underſtanding | 
 poſal 'of an End to oblige-him-to:it ; 
 and:had 'alſo wanted a faculty of being 
+ | re- 
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PP this Fufſt; Setion, I ſhall repreſe; 
A: That the Belief of a Future Nate, wi 
moſt evidently folve all thoſe canle- 
quences, that reflet -upen the Honour.of 
the Divine Attributes : And that what-' 
foever hath been ſuggeſted: te difj 


_ GOD's Goodneſs and Equity on the 


former account , will now be found to 


be falfly conchuding, and that-ought to 


be renounc'd as unreaſonable 'and im- 


.. pious; when the 'Gracious)Intentionand 
' Wile 


Deſigns, why 'GQ D; made Man 
tubjeQ to all rhoſe temporary 
Infelicirtes, 'be but.once -throughly iexa- 
mined, - ;and! ſeriouſly, ci ed. For 
then it will appear, That GOD made 
m :fubjeft co tuch ſevere circumſtan- 
ces 'of 2 preſent: mortal Unhappineſs, for 


_ no eſs: end, ithan to'ferve His own moſt 


Gracibus' Purpoſes-of making bim -per- 
fetby and eternally Happy-/in another 


. World. 


\ Had not GOD imade him: Rational 
Creature, he [had not 'been \capable:of 
his :Dury, and of theipro- 
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receptive of any Blefling upon the pers 
formance of it : Had not Man been made... 
2 voluntary Agent;'h&tad been uncon- 


cern'd-in all moral a&ions, and ſo unca- 


pable of Rewards.and Puniſhments: At 
'had he nor been born ſabjeQt-to thoſe n 


tural Evils, he had: wanted: the beſt rea- 
ſons of- a Probationary. ſtate; thatis;he Nl. 


had wanted occafionsfbr the choice and 
exerciſe 'of | moſt of 'thoſe Graces and. 
Vertuous AQions, that» were requiſite td 
make hinf Good, and-tq :keep him- cloſe 


ro his Hope, and'to his dependance ooh: 


on GOD; 


And, if rhe- worſt Bvils he PRES. | 


be improved- to thoſe excellent ends, . 
( which all-:men that love and fear God, 
muſt believe they ſhould:) they will ſooh - 
be experimentally found:'to [be-inſtances: 
of God's favourable Ordination and Pro? 
vidence,' and-to be not: only tolerable, 
but highly reaſonable-and-approveablein 
their kind and nature. And not: only fo; 
but the afflicted man: may. in time find 
Reaſons ( which he can never want ; if 
he ſtudies for them) ſo to attemper. his. 
mind, that he may be'-as- thankful: for ' 


them, as for any other. of -God's Graci _ 


ous Contrivements, to further his Good - 
and Happineſs. And:on thataccount, he 
may as reaſonably be able to rejoice! ſoy: 
a 6 


* $fitof trouble, as-for 
| refreſhment of @ Mesl; for the Wicked 


fortune 5 Are: they mad, 
 contemptible. > | 


fatrowful 2: They can rejoice 


 fick? They cam find reaſons to make their 
Injinmities - acceptable inſtances. of Provi- 


- terrupted: Health,/nor-put an end to. a va- 
_ etudinary. ſtate,\nor have been perfetly 
ireed\ from the. unkindneſſes. of the ma- 
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man's oppreflive.Malice, as for the kind 

&sof an. affeCtionate Friendſhip ; and 
for a day of ſevere perſecution. in an in- 
riocent/ caſe, more than for, a ſucceſsful 
Conqueſt / over' his moſt. imperious and 
implacable Enemies. . ON 
+ re they: poor: 3: ( ſaith Salvian, ſpeak- 
ing of Good. men.) they are pleaſed, and 
ear.,approve their preſent. 


h Pauperes: ſunt? proper 
tati deleftant : Lygent ? lus 
hey can \gere geſtiunt : ui honori 
F : .,.,' ſont ? honorem reſpuunt. . 
deſpiſe Honour: Are they, ©: > *---- Sokide pikedeb 


inzrbeir amo 5: Are they infirm. and 


b1How. many: pmus mer are there in 
the-World;>Gand;it is not God's fault, 
that all' areonot {o;). who living .to, and 
hoping forthe! Happineſs. of. 4. Future 
ſtate, would' not have 'chofen.an unin- 


licious » nor. willingly have rehounced 
th Portioft in other humane Evils, whert 
Experience hath ' once aſcertain'd them, 


_ A Funwr Well! —FI> : NEV = 3 
wi much they have alt ſenſibly proved | 
advatith +, and: Occaſions 
of their ow ititire love 66 and adherence- 
(oO OD itid Vertue ;' and of their ig 
a ftrifter watch upon their 
5; and aQions * 
© And then; ftrther, -How many fach 
Men Have there Been; 'that would mal 
have. wiſh'd of their decaying 'Titne, wor 
Williogly rave refirſed *chi* inconventien- 
cs of od Ape, 'whett they have cons 
ſider d how much thereby they have. 
bvergrown all Tertiprations'to yourhiul 
Follics ; nnd forthd time to: receliedt oe | 
happy iſſues of their OWN \Experiendey 
and ( what is more”) are inp the 
Advantages Of their natural 1 ainely ar». 
ning for their following. Change > Ald, 
that 'every* tay, as they\more and muvrt | 
decline, they. are more and mens 
Nirengthened in their ſatisfuRtion "hd. 
conrentment upon the-'prelſent : repaſty 
bind fively _ hope and: apprehenſions :of 
their near approaching Ten UN 
a Happier Stare. 
tus, Though the Life of Man, as it's 
| encumber 'd and 'opprefſed with the fo' numny 
Fvils of his Mor bale , may juftly be 0s 


culi «mae aogieur; miſera, ſpe 'fituri feculi, fit beata fic 'Y 
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and 
fic Pvils' a ({as't 
A ahi) i} the Sunve of therty 
kyve firmly — ant} that theny 
that Belief (which is wnanfverds. 
vnvefortable, © if they do:not) 'arg. 
providing-for the Bleſikeh Intereſt of ſuck * : 
4 -Fernee World 4 as char foare-of then "i 
ave nov: their! ' oxdinariby incis n=" N 
deriy an-naturudl” Evids. and” manp __ 
endugh;t6 NEure their Vortus:amd Ingos = "9 
_ cency,. bub w-miltation: of Gois own | 
axtardl ovdetuny method for their Good, = 
RET more rothems + = 
folves, when Picty and Prudence "OY 
me ahaha el 
| Pr the-4inin i he Exams KEE 
_ "he inquneroe when ' the Saints _ 
of God have-choſen fevere' Faſtings, and - 
a conſtant hand Diet ; atftiQive Labours, 
_ ad weattuy- Ienployeh oymants*; tedious 
De ; 26s the incredible Renyncia« 
tions of (ele fo- mucti admired ) Tem > Y 
5, | Aaa poral  _* 
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of the World ;.tt ry Ag gas } 
leſſer hazard, attaik-the\greds cend-of a 
Future Bliſs.” 3%%51ontb we a8 | 
© And, Laſtly,For a.; further juſtifica- WM ., 
tion. of the: \Diyine Wiſdom-.and::Godds W 
neſs inithei;caſe of humane) atflitions, M = 
the conſideration! of: /a;;Future::World W .. 
will ſolve one-great. doubr: and: difficul\  - 
ty. And that's, If any maniſhould-des 
mand a Reaſon; Why iG:O.D is:pleaſed 
that ſome.men ſhall meet A; greater Pore 
tion of preſent-Miſery than: others, (ag 
at all times; by; many: inſtances, 1t ma 
be. pregnantly; obſeryed Land; verified } 
and. hat one; perſon's Life ſhould be very 
calamitous, While ;anothersis.-þut-tolera- 
bly. uneaſie3:That ſome, men ſhould; but 
_ of 'the Waters Sobanen, wane 
others are: plunged 10 'geep; an them : 
_ a that the Floods run Aa po gen | 
'That ſome-ſhould meet byt-with Trow- 
bles, while others are neceſſitatedto en- 
counter. with Extremities. -, And then, if 
ſuch extraordinarily -- affliqed. ' People 
ſhould ſorrowfully bewail; rheir- ſurpluf - 
age of Diſcipline, comparatively to moſt 
other Examples of Miſery ;;! and ſhould * 
-be tempted to call in queſtion the unpar- 
tiality of God's Goodneſs and. Equity, to, 
and over them, - the Behief'of the oy 
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3 demouſindted by Ratimal Evidence. "357 -* 
oy | Viiſtcbe + per ng: _ a this 2 
Sree «dbBcaley* alſo," Owhich* nothin | 
cantpoſtbly efte&t;' to" the: REA: 4M 
'TOUR's honour; and Man's fatisfaction?) 
and makes fuch 'an unequat- diſtribution 
of preſent "Troubles and Aﬀictions; as 
reaſonable and juſtifiable as any* other 
the wiſe effets' of "God's (ove; and His 
Gracious 'Providence, | for their eterna 
Good; on theſe Two Grounds. © - ' 
\ » Firf;, Such extraordinarily afflicted 
Perfons'may; and» ought to'tell their own 
- minds, ' that/fych: unuſual degrees 'and 
meaſures of calamity ,, may be! more 
ſpecially neceſſary for them in their par- 
ticular capacities ,. than for other men; 
and that+G OD .ſaw- they. needed the 
_ :ſeverer- methods of His Diſcipline, : and 
.correqing Love, more' than others.- Had 
.T bad: but..a' tolerable 'Plenty, ( faith one 
. under thermoſt- oppreſſive: Poverty ) 1 had 
' (obeew much worſe than any 'man that enjoys 
_ "the largeſt proportions of Wealth. Had [ 3 
i been [Poſſeſſor of the leaſt degree of that "i 
: mars Honour, ( ſaith another, labouring | 
- under | the: :burden of the - greateſt - dif- 
-grace and:contempt.) 7 ſhould never have 
- manag'd it\'with the” ſame Modeſty and 
© Unconcernedueſs that he hath:done. 'A- Re+ 
buke. was ſufficient t0' make; another Good, 
bat. a: prefſure is hard! y2ehough : fori 0044: 
is AAaz3 an 
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ids ivr divary Diſaiphine Keeps his Aki 
. au rorder, St :GO.D _ wp __ 
Hol. 3. Jt my mdy with Thongs," th 
thing iu ny ; nagoverutae x. 5 | 
ie ropes, nor mits's cbitatih, but 
-8- whole .ooutſfe of. > hyſpet 3s belly moe 

for me. 

Thus-doth the devout Soul eafily-as | 
;concile-the (different diſpropottions of do 
afflictive Evils df humaneditfe;;; and id-- 
terprets of the ſevereſtiof them, rharthey 
are Arguments of -God's :: greater -love, 
-and more eſpecial (care: jdver [his 'Soul.; 

h and renders -his own Mepe thereby he 

.more reaſonably: appliadÞle ro the: COM- 

-.-- fort of his: own dhe, 

4  - Bur then, 1Secondly., He may:: -al>n 'as 

 peafonably inform; his Mind, hat whete 

'# | there 1s {uch-a rredyundency of Trankles,. 

the man that is. afflicted waith. thicrnzay, 
and oyght .atfo--to his : mighty coomifart, - 
»believe, \that-as Gad's WOes areglwans 
defignedly Goodwand , fo chat He 
«might ſend:them wpania ihgs, wnd an 
:Pyrpoſe ito allow himia greaver degree i | 
_ .of Happioeſs:in: a (better :Mate, amd 'B/ter f 
-COMpenge \propottionable rto>Itis | 
\afflictions in another Wonld, | w af. 
which heanay.as alſuredly-hi e 
_ hath: __ his 'Felent-im af 
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ſta! by tin) diene. 5p 
garb account, believe himfelf to be an- : 
werably, then rewarded, For 2s no - 
drop .of cald Water .in 2 cup of Chari- 
ifs thall not-he ynrewarded in the one- 
, ſo ſhall not one Tear. that is fhed 
WHT for greater afflitiqns, be ynxe: 7 "_ 56, 
nſed- in the other. . - 
_ And if all. men were ſenſible, how Va- 
luable any advance of happineſs were in 
2 State of Glory, they could not but - 
think, . that whereinſoever they have hin- 


dred themſelves, from doing all the g 3 
'T they can poſſibly do, they have 59 2 
he B very imprydently for their own,intereſt; 2 
1» N. {0 if the. men thar meer more than ordinae - +4 
 B ry afflidtions in this world, did but can- 3 
2s | - fider the abundancy of their recompence 2 
te in anather; they would be. ſo far from Eo 
I | myrmuring at their greater misfortynss, mo 
7, that they would (as our Saviour in one 0 
. | infant caſe repreſented it) go the cantra- Mt: 5: J 
Ss iy, r&jO1CE and be exceeding glad," = P. rg 
oe their greater reward in Heaven. 4 
1 Now. þ602he whole that Thave ſaid __ 
> | 4 this Cal Ly it will eaſily appear upan 
: the belicf © of 2 Future State, that is was 2! ; 
p G ON's Gracious Deſi to make the #4 
' enjo a of a happineſs in If, the Great Ko 
) | ; Creation ; fo allo,that thoſe _ 
Y: wk | Evils, to which his gatyre hath 
| Jet 20 Ji may hv Wi into mar 
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3 APutweWorld's Exiſtence $0 
ny inſtrumental advantages, to. pre] are 
and adapt him for it. * =p 
* And therefore, Mankind ought to, * 
fo far from making any unking refle 
ons upon the Juſtice and Equity of GOB, 
for their natural ſubjeQions to all thoſe 
Evils and preſent Infelicities, that they 
muſt juſtify, and applaud! his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, that he order'd them for ſuck 
. excellent Ends and Purpoſes. 
And now, I ſhall once more call for thei gc 
Obſerver of the formention'd Rooms of: ©! 
the calamitous of all ſorts, bur it is upon F 
a new Errand; that is, not'that he ſhould Iu 
ſtand till as a witneſſing ſpeQtatour only C 
of their Miſeries, but that upon the Rex Ml. _ 
ſons which I have given, he may paſ® 
nother judgment upon the place; hati . 
that now he-may not think thoſe Rooms 
be nothing elſe, but ſo many Apartments 
of Miſery ; *bur to be either ſo many Divine 
Laboratories, in which God deſign'd tot 
fine the Souls of men, and to prepare ther 
for the purer Regions « of a Future Bliſs; or 
he may judge them to be ſo many Sacre 
Oratories, 1n which all rhe opprelſed may 
(according to GOD's Ordinative love! 
them) be more ſtrongly oblig'd to bed > 
ly adoring Him, and oerfiiting I, | 
conſtant Offices to implore His Ble 
ypon their ſeyeral aftlicted States; or laſt 
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ly,he may look upon then 4s ſormiany Mi- 
ſry Theatres,” in which, « the ARLQted 
may with religious courige,be contending, | 
for the lofty Prize, that God hath'ſet in 
their proſpe&, by Faith and Hope. '-' 
' And thus, I hope, I have ſo fully ſolv'd - 
the Firſt intolerable Conſequenee, that 
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and they, that ſhall hereafter complain. of God 
16M for their ſubjeQtion to their preſent Evils, 
WW muſt arraign'his'Love for 'doing them 
the g00d, and'reproach his Care in carrying 
- of fl: on a deſign for the better-ſecuring ' their . 
on Future Happineſs. - And thus-ends rhe fo- 
vl lution of what' might - refle& upon the 
ly Creatours Honour, - 
bl | he borLoanng Les TAMIL, M 
T "gi ; Settion 'IT. 


Sto Tis Second Section contains the ſoly- 
os Wl {2 tion of the Other mention'd 'Intgle- 
in} rable Conſequences, which the Aﬀlicte: 

& W- may ſuggeſt to their own minds, from 
the Miſeries and Calamities; ' ro which 
their Nature hath ſubjefted and expo- 
ſed them, upon the -belief of the Real 
Exiſtence of a Future State, andof an'e- 
'fabliſh'd Happineſs there enjoyable ; I fay 
all ſuch other conſequences will be eaſily, 
'& naturally anſwered & controuled, up- 
on the ſame Reaſon, that rhe Great CRE- 
ATOURS Glorjous Attributes'haye been 
-already vindicated, Firſt, 
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e State; For Paxeats- can then. on 
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| ther ones, 
ey al 


er, Malice, or Contrivance - 
can diſſeize them of it, aalefs they 
willfully reſign up their own Right, and 
Title to it. 


' So that if they thauld certain 
know Lo only wr Childrep { 
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liry, are potibly jmpeangabie for _ 
ter ſecuring a Happy State in 4000 
World ; T will be y 7 = gs 
the diſcouragement, which 4 monte 
ond Any” 2a ſuggeſted to thas 
or upon 2 ſuppoſed tender ,of -election, 
Parent would in no ſence; a 
His Children Great and Proſperoys - 
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OTA comperitipn with his'ohcice 
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nah R arr etide or, rage be 
Ty enough, if there wereinoFu- 
are World (asT have thewn Reaſons, 
Aurhozities, and Examples ofiit ).; yet 
that [Stave bei once acknowletp'd-and x 
+Selieved, .und i8þ p__ that ES it, 
ahualhy"in an iprattice-of thofe 
| & > _— "that mpcedffarity icon- 
| lace roche happineſs of it, they awould 
+then,notionly hold their thandsfrom Juch 
deſtructive attempts,” bur wather \mighe _— 
mt! :ſfuftcient Reafons- ito Own the +CONs > OY { 3 
ſoroafiovns of their lives, as-a Bleſſing in i 


je fr eprner 
- "They -would then be patiently ant] 
Hiniry COD m with themſslves, Thar - 

ty 'GIOD may he moreifully 

ito iContinue ava Rill in'*thew 
uneal3/ 1Lives, becauſe (perhaps) ome - -Y 
parvoitie necellary work -of :their - on 4. ol 
aLlVa* , 3 
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ſalvation; is yet-unfiniſh'd ; rhat-is, that 
poſlibly they may:have ſome-portionsg 
their loſt; time to-redeem ſome':Remains 
of their Paſſions-Mtill to ſubdye,; ſome 
further ; Additions to -be made to: their 
Heavenly Stock; ſome DefeQs in-their 
daily 'Offices to be.;amended; or;' ſome 
further Degrees of: Love and: Zeal" thr 
G QD, - and Goodneſs -to attain to, by 
fore they die: Or they may be. fat 
fying themſelves, by telling their own 
minds, That GOD. in Mercy ta the 
World, may ley them. ſtill live to-he 
further Inſtrumental ta:ſome, Common 
Good. : Perhaps ſome diſtreſſed Families 
and Perſons would: want their ſupport, 
.ar the careleſs Congregations, their/ds- 
vout Amens ; or (perhaps ) the Church 
cannot. yet ſpare any-- part of- Her. :De- 
fence, and that if 'they were gone, thete 
might 'be' wanting |; ſome of ;the - num» 
ber that uphold a_finful. State. rf 

In a: word,  as:fuch Men can never 
want Reaſons to., jiidge honourably::of 
GOD for their -continuance-1n: their 
mortal,-;though afflicted Lives, ſo! they 
would .not forgive. themſelves a thought 
of the leaſt inconvenient uſage. of them: 
ſelves, : that might ſhorten their 'unealy 
Abode in their preſent Circumſtances, . 
whatſoever: they are. And this is '” 
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oft inſtance of ſolution, of the menti- 


on'd intolerable 
Thus we ſee wit what. unconſ} 


uequences. 


| int, 
and; mexceptionable coincideficy ay 
- how without any pretence of force 'or 


oppoſition” , they" are all: ſolv'd ' and. fe- 
conciÞ'd.. : And, now what: can'We -im- 
imagine" "ſhould: offer the leaſt Doubt 
or-\{ofpicioni,  bat'\ that: the' ſolutiot of 
theſe intolcrable-' Conſequences ſhould 
2s naturally,” and'as. it were of icourſe, 
infere- the Truth 'of the deſign'd\ Con- 
clufion;” eſpecially;, --when'  we'ſee all 
things do cohere with'' the ſame\ fitnels - 
agrecableneſs* to it, 'as '2 diſlocated 
Bone- falls into'-the ſame place,\ whence 


' it was diſtorted; to'the'Patient's prefent 
Eaſe vor, as; the fcattered Materials of 


#\Strudture, wheg'chey. are once" firted 


fot" a-'reguldr Frame, arc” prefemtly: pur 


together; and. accommodated-'to thoſe 


Places .and| Poſitions, +for which, they 
vere-at- firſt” wrought and defign'd? 
 B\ ealily 5 


, and*fo". yy do'all 
© 


thole conſequences admit their ſolutions, 


from-the acknowledgd- belief of a Fu- 
- ture. State. 
clulion. 


But let us attend the' Con- 


conan, 


Avo now the farm-it; That: ihe 
Aer can deny _ firſt Feullon 
of .the' Argament: tobe true in” ther; Fn 
+ ;\ that' 3534 That. 'Mpm' iv. onented 
yes yo wateraily" fic jeal- to fachr {ener 
Partions uf Miſery, mity;: that 
3s: by lis: Neture, bake the moſt: or. 
w#ate "Being off the: whole- {agents Creat rat 
if hs Exeſtence [howld be - lamitedd &9: "the 
duration: only | of - bis: Martel Life; : 4nd 
then ſecondiy, ar in the': Second Chapel, 


x mhing ſe ar; pity 
|: Camſegrentes ut © the) BY 
| | bs pf. oaks Rn 
FSA wok of s Futare IWorld: them if i 
infalb bly certain; That GOD —— fl 


and conſtituted ſuch a State, Ai 
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The Summ of the 
Fifth and Laſt ARGUMENT. 


HE Fifth Argument to des 
:monſtrate the neceſſary Ex- 
\ iſtence of a Future State, 
is founded upon an Obſers 
Bl vation,” T hat Mankind are naturally 
"Y born qualifiid with the moſt earneſt 
Þ Defires', and the moſt conſtantly im- _ 
Þ portuning Appetites of being happy : 3 
and yet." that there is nothing affered 4 
i} or allowed them. as attainable or enjoy 
"f able in this preſent World , by which 
thoſe ' natural Defires and | Appetites 
tan poſſibly be determined or ſatisfied ; 
fo that, .if. the . duration of their whole 
'Beings. ſhould be. limited only to their 
Bl treſent. ; Mortal Lives, it canmot but 
'Þ :reflef} upon the Ty of the Crea- 
| | _ 


tour 5 


4 


The Surmm of 
cour's Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs 
Who, by Flis own Soveraign Wall andlff © 
Pleaſuge , gave Man a Nature quad: \ 
fied with ſuch- Defwes and Appetites 
and yet placed him in a World, in whidll ©: 
there is nothing to be Rad). that call 


give any ſufficient ſatisfaftion_to hy 
own mind; the proper Seat, in whi 


all true Happineſs muſt neceſſarily y 'S 
prefum'd to reſide. © And becanſe the * 


fuppeſa of the Real Exiſtence of « 
Futnre World, m which GOD ml © 
have provided "i uch Emjoyments, as 
naturally and ſufficiently fatisfy- - 
reſtleſs Defires and Appetites -of bem 
Happy, can'be the only poſſible fols 
tion of that Reffexion upon thoſe git 
Fious Attributes of GOD, it me 
rity follows, That G 0'D' Amighy 
hath conflitated fuch a Futwre' World.” 
But that this Argument thus | 
rally laid , may the more charly and 
con vincingly inferr the defien'd Conelie 
fron, T' fhall. order the fall —_ 


om | 
phich 
Ca 
2 
be 
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a 8 of by he iſe Thi 


ny hb Be. Chaltes "_ Pal 
vevfhs Pat” G O DD. Frith certain 
cle WP 767 with thoſe Rirong Des 
ſives, la ora? hrs of thejs 
own He pneſs'; and that it is bt" is 
their nd RA hen they pleaſe t0 
ly them fide, or fufficiently ro con 


trol them for ebeir ton eafe* and thejn, 
Ha wy dokbfed , Dn Ga 
G0 D Avi ly ih, His. equitah 


bo eg or © 


wobf5, hath 

| Mad Proviſion Foy 
their Reſt, and $ atisfaBtion, 

In the Second Chapter, 1 ſhall evi- 

dently evince, T hat there us nothing 

allowed to Mankind, as attainable in 


their preſent mortal Lives, but what is 
unſufficient to make them truly Haps 


; or to give any conſtant, or indeed, 


' any tolerable Acquieſcence to their own 
reſtleſly defiring Mmds. 


In the Third Chapter, IT ſhall tho- 
Bb 2 roughly 
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jy demonſtrate, The the ; fob 
ke nel Eciftee of 41 i! 
World, and of a ſufficient - Happinſ e] 
there attainable, will naturally ſalve 4 
thoſe evil Conſequences, that may be is q 
Seſted againſt GOD's Attributes, v 
giving Man a Nature ſo. Y if 4; 
' and will alſo fully anſwer 'dll man i 
of Exceptions -and Complaints, that art. 
ordinarily made againſt his Tempard 
Enjoyments by reaſon. of their _ 
tranſiency ,, - wicertamty and | 
cy to make him compleatly How ,. ds 
ring the time vi bis Mortal Eat. 
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FUTURE WORLDS 
| EXISTENCE, 
Demonſtrated byRationat Evidence; 
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= 4HE.Firſt Chapter is deſign'd to 
K repreſent the Truth of two things, 
: build CROUees YPOn og I may 
| build up the Argument ſo far in prepa- : 
q | ration towards the Concluſion. The two ; 


- Firſt, That every man is certainly; 
: F born: with a Mind endued.- with thols: | 

2} ſtrong Neſires and importunate Appe-, 
if tites of being Happy ; -ſuch as are not: - 

\ & in their own power to-.lay aſide or con- 
-F troul at their own pleaſure. . 
Secondly, That it cannot be doubted, Y 
but that a. Wiſe and Good -GOD hath- "i 
HF one where or. other provided for ther _ 3 
Þ reſt and fatisfaRion ; or he would never. 
| DOS <= have. 
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have naturally [a them ſuch 'quz 


cations.- But- cfc wilt -rake up 
SeQions. | 
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"Seftim t. 


Þ this Fir Section i is deſ ign' "4 the fr 
"Truth ; And in order to 2 - fall 
planation of the caſe, it is 
we firſt take notice,.thag God hath hor 
red all other-Beings, both Tenflble and in- 
ſenſible, to be carried on by a necellary 
and -natural impulſe, tot attzinin pt 
of /all choſe their proper ends; t6'whit 
by his own fole Will and fovereign : t 
thority , they were at firſt 'by their %: 
rife unchangeably determined and affix't 
RU it was ciheSwiſe in GOP deflf} gh 
when He created Man :, For Nis din | 
purpoſe, e, as"to him, Was, That he -tho\ld 
cated [Yuch' fee @ -&1846N 
termining Faculties, as by which he mi#t 
be firft enabled to underſtand''#hd jadpe' 
and then be left at his own freedom to 
chuſe and act for his owt end,” that is. 
his'own Happinels ; for nothing can be. 


propoſed as a p per and natural endto 
2 Rational Creatu, 
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16Yl may fatisfie the importunity of his Ap- 
ith pattiye Mind, and be accommodable_ to 
- i the meaſures of his Rational Nature; as 
8 A4rifotle diſcourſeth the Caſe in the: firſt 
Book of his Ethicks. | | 

Now, that Man might be ſure to.en- 


'" deavour;the: attainment of rhat his pro- 
:& per end,-by the uſe. of thoſe his natural 
. Faculties of judging and -chuſing it. for 
himſelf; G OD gave him, allo as neceſ- 
fary an inclination, and..as forcible an 
appetite. to ſpur hin on, to look after his . 
own Happineſs, as any other Creature 
had, to.attain its natural end, and” by as 
- uncontroulable an inſtinft. * 
And. therefore it is certain , That as 
there. .is' no. qualification in his Na- 
ture. more. clolely adhe- PRIN 
rent, t. his. very Beings Jo "qui ratione.quoque 
nor- more Anokorptionsr modo uti polſent, beatos 
s q 1 e omnes homines velle, 
Sos Gs there no a Ch Pel.10, 
part, of humane nature 
more . predominant and authoritative. 
For it _alwaies gives Laws to all the Fa» 
. culties, and AﬀeCtions of his Soul, and 
' eolnmandingly governs and controuls all 
_ the deſigns, actions, and underfakings of 
his whole Life. 
-;., So that the CREATOR's powerful 
Will is aot more ſovereigaly expreſled 
| "04 - in 
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his very Childhood ; for no ſooner _ 


EY ( 


in_the natural qualifications and” incl{s the 

nations of any kind of inferiour -Beingy I firfi 

to attain their natural Ends, ther in this Il lire! 

of ' Man's unſuperable Principle to will; BY: thit 

deſire, and at, for his own ſuitable I -*! 

Happineſs. . ; £652 8 bis 

- The Stone tends not downwards, -not ſl gin 

the. Sparks mount, upwards,” more ne* || Dil 

ceflarily and naturally. -. BE fn 

Or, to make uſe of the words of 4 | «th 

late Author, who ſaith, That, * is a I=.ces 

 diſpafttion of mind, that iſ wi 

| Victutibus raledicere, vi 75 ſo prevailingly fix'd a+ tai 

fundere, honores contem- B49; 47 arrempts of bes Ml is 

nere, valetudinem pefſut. - ſing it, or departing from if of 

dare, &: yitam ipſum | prodi- it, that 4 Man may bid a Nx pa 

Fa apperitns. naturz adeo te arewel to all « ve e , bo | : 

adhzret, ut eam nij & maycaſt away all bis Plen- B tai 

naturam EXcutimus, CXcu- ry, and his Honour he i re: 
rere nequeamus. gn” 

' Stern. Apho. de Feli. p. 111 may undervalue and endan- | tu 

eos * ger his Health, and at laſt | to 

throw away his Life ; but the defire of | &t 

: being Happy, does ſo firmly adhere to bis . an 

= very Being, that unleſs he cax ſbake | off as 

Nature it ſelf, he can no way unklooſen him- , | A 

Animus hominis cupere Self fr om wt. Ftis Mind 6 

nunquam definit. can never ceaſe to defire, Nl fi 

Tuſe, BF. faith Cicero. uo 

Anearly Intimtion of this natural and I. rx 

neceſhary Impulſe, is obſerved even in-. X 


= demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. 479 
lis fl the Eye of his Mind begin to open; but the 4 
Ws. OR king it C_ is to ſhew 'its 
7 little ner oy ape agree v ſome- 
Wy, thing, 1n which he may®e pleaſed. ' 
le 4 as by the/addition of a few years, 
 ÞÞ his Reaſbn gradually 'improves; and. be- 
ot ll cins'to have a little Skill to underſtand 
e* | Diſcourſe, and to+ mind: any plain rea- 
* Þ fonable Inferences, fo' it preſently teach- 
4 | eth him to knit'little obvious Occurren- 
4 B- ces" into Deſigns'and® ProjeQtions', and: 
a BW will be laying ſniall- Trains how to- at- 
+ I tain-to ſomerhing-of a fatisfaction, that 
p- © is at preſent; agreeable to the meaſures 
w i of his yet imperfeQ Judgment and 'Ca- 
a i pacity.. 4 29 9 TIOH 
& FF And then afterward; when he hath at- 
- © tain'd to a compleater maturity ' of his 
e & reaſoning Faculties, this impetuous na- 
> tural diſpoſition reſtleſly ' drives him- on 
F | to the choice of ſome Undertaking' or 
F - other, by which he promiſeth to himſelf 
,  anattainment of ſome kind of Happineſs, 
"| rhe end and ſcopeof his intendment. 
. And as Men are variouſly inclin'd, and 
'* N. differently (perhaps though but occa- 
fomally) byaſsd in their Opinion of 
' this or that way of living, ſo doth this 
reſtfeſs Principle (by which men are uni- - 
verſally - ated) alwaies attend, and 
haunt their ſeveral Minds, to hurry them 
on Z 
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ſomething, whatſoever. it is, upon which 
they have fix'd -rheir | opinion of being 
Happy: by-W. : @/: ol 7 7 nil 
\nd henee it is,: That, when. that ns 
tural Impulſe, ſcourgeth | one man-/inty 
the pale Study, to pals away his time 
 ( and ſometimes: his Health and Fortung) 
in a \olitary converſe with Papers tot 
the attainment of Learning, 'as tus /pro- 
pos'd Happineſs ;: and. when another. s 
call'd out. by the: ſame natural Prince 
ple; to facrifice his Peace-and Quiet upon 
the Military Theatre, or to wind hins 
ſelf into. the Intrigyes- of publick buſy 
neſs, upon a deſign of being Happy by 
ſome: Applauſe or Honour ; a | Third 


makes uſe. of all his Skill and Friends, to 


wo 4 # CY 


like nature, men are; alwaies tumblis 

up and down in this buſie World, and-do 
behave themſelves like. Meſſengers ſeat 
out for ſome loſt or undifcover d Tre 
fare, who. though they go a Hundred 
waies to find: it, yet|they all went out 


ypon, the ſame Errand, and were carried 
| 3 ON | + 
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2 feon-'bs "themſelves, '* And all 
this is done Dy" the force of thejr'natu- 
Tal implanted deſires, and i t ap» 


| petites 'of bei , which GOD 
gave then), * how they” cold not 
| - choice reſiſt.” ” S190 | 


"[Ard#this explains" our meaning of the 
: me Truth; of which: -weare'1f} queſt. 
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Is oecud Section infevchs us,” That 

_ Þ'icas by theſe few intimations,' _ S 
bei 'over-ruling' Appetite ' of vg 
 Whoy 7 *muſt"ineeds* be acknowledged ; 

o dire&*eonſequence;}* if'' muſt” as 
"be believed, "that GOD hath 


ve enim omnes hoy 
White." or *  ather, ſome deans cok inftinftu im- 
ſafficiene- meavs; and a mortales & beati efſe velle. 
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rate ole $129 ron and which | 
may -anſwer;his preſent endeavours for. 
It, fo. his own Mind 'and- Reaſon... _ *: 
All, which muſt as: infallibly be gran-. 
ted to. be: True, as that-it cannot be be-: 
lieved, that the All-Wiſe and Good GOD. 
ſhould create Man to. be ſuch an. intole- | 
rable Incumbrance and Infelicity to.him-» 
ſelf; as to be alwaies by Nature. reſt-. 
leſly diſpoſed to deſire, ſeek, and attempt 
that, which was .neyer put into his 
power and capacity to attain. For that 
were to give him a deſire, and todifpoſe. 
him for an endeavour of ſomething, that 
| were impoſſible : Which:would be ſo ir- 
rationsl in irs ſelf, and ſo reproachful to 
the Divine Nature, as that it cannot- be: 
ſuppoſed, - that ſuch a diſpoſition ſhould 
be. intentionably implanted in, him by a, 
Good GOP, unleſs-any.man can beſo: 
profane .in his. Mind, gs-to think o_ ; 
GOD - intended to' make Man ce ; 
Unhappy, at the ſame time when i 4 
cg ned to give him: a Being : Or, that;- 
thould pleaſe Himfelf in ich an-aQq: 
of rome and Power, which ſhould. 
be ſo greatly inconſiſtent with His Love: 
and Equity. | 
, And then afterward < which is wat 
of all) that the holy God ſhould be pre- 
lumed to behold 2 poor wretch, that _ | 
INage * 


made by his own free choice and plea- 
ſure, and that always lays at the Foot of 
- his own Dominionand Authority, to baf- 
_ fle: himſelf like'a Fool, and-to toil like 
a Slave, for that, which ( without any 
fault of his own) he can never find our, 
or arrive as;: or that after all his fruit- 
lkefs labours, and loſt endeavours for ſome 
unſufficient Prize,he multat laſt be ſo un- 
happy, as toapplaud the Being ofa Stone, 
that lodgeth quietly in the Boſome of a 
_ Mountain; or be tempted to-envy ſo 
many Plants and Animals, that infalli- 
bly enjoy the: end of their nature, with- 
out any obſervable miſcarriage in their 
actions, and certainly without: any dif- 
curſive and habitual ſenſe | of their own 
diſappointment or diſfatisfaQions. 
Theſe ar& ſuch conceptions of a Good 
and Holy GOD, that they can never en- 
- ter into the Heart of any man, but his, 
that reſolves to maintain a diſpute againſt 


'# - his Soveraign Goodneſs, and indeed a- 


gainſt his Real Exiſtence; or that loves to 
ſport himſelf, in managing 'Satyrs a- 
gainſt the perfeQeſt viſible piece of work, 
which his Infinite Power and Wiſdom e- 
yer brought forth'into Heing,.: 
And nothing but -the ſuppoſal of a Fu- 
. ture State can ſilence theſe unbecoming, 
: conceptions of the Divine Nature, as 1t 


will * 
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part of this Argrument. 


Now the-defign- of this Firſt Chapter / 


is to/evince,] that. infallibly' there'is jms. 
planted mv man by a/nafural and uſps | 
petite 


rable inſtin, ſach adeſfire and ap 

of being Happy. And then, that: tm'cons 
ſequence” Almighty GOP hath eirher 
provided ſome' where of other' a Happjs 
neſs that may anfwer and determinethoſe 
deſires; and ſanisfy thoſe appetites of his 
nature, or elſe it muſt- be preſumed 


thar he Created him with the ſame nifeſts 


City, as to: his mind, as if as to his Bod 
he had qualifyed him witha natural thir 
and hunger, and then had aflowed' hint 


nothing,” or what ſhould be wiifufficicnt 


to ſatiate fuch importuntte'Apperites; # 
Creation: of being irs ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, would: took- niore like arr alt of abs 
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ſolyte Tyranny; than the'effe&of # Gras || | 


cious Power and Authority: - : 


But hath not God provided a fuffici- 


ent means by the happy enjoyrtent of 
a mans own being in this world' (as'6* 


ther Creatures have) for the ſatisfa 4 ic bz: : ; 


of his nawural. deſires and appetites, {6 | 


that we ſhalf nos need: to: have recourſe 


tothe Exiftence of another World, where Þ 
(we fuppoſe ) ſuch-defires' may befan- 


tweredand determined # But that Knqui- 
« Tg ry 


V7 1 


» 
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|. of this will be niamaged in three Sect 


by Orono eo bt an. beth. hn Dr 
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ry is the bufineſs of the next” Chapter. 


. Therefore, 
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CHAP. II. 


FN this Chapter T ſhall evidently e 


vipce, That there is nothing allow- 
ed.to Mankind as attainable in 
 * their 'prefent Mortal Lives, that 
is ſufficient to give any tolerable acqui- 


 eſtence to thoſe defires, and appetites, 


which GOD had Soveraignly and Na- 


turally implanted .in their minds: And 


that without a conſideration had. to the 


_. pofiible enjoyment 'of the happineſs of 
- another Life. . All that they can be poſ: 
_ keſRdofin this world, will be fo far from 
determining their defites, that they will 
| be found to be little 'berter than fruſtra- 
tion, and diſappointment ; and being re- 


tyed pon (as in rexfon they ſhould, if 
Rthing elſe can be expected or found) 


©; as their preſent happineſs, wilt become 


little more than a burden, and an oo 
fiorr to their own lves. . And the Truth 


. 


ons. 
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]Þ* this Firſt Seftion, TI ſhall State the | 
4 Meaſures of what can poſlibly be re- 
puted mans ſpecial happitieſs in this Life. 
And for that end let it be firſt conſidered, 
Thatall that, which God hath ſet in mans 
preſent view, and that moſt immediate- 
ly ſtands at-the door of his ſenſes ( the 
common in-lets of objects to his affeRti- 
ons,and the imaginative part of his mind). 
for his deſire and entertainment ; and that L 
is agreed upon and celebrated in the. . l 
world by an univerſal: conſent and: fuf- '} * 
frage, as mans principal happineſs in this  } . © 
life (where there is'no concern for a Fu- - { 
ture State. in Faith or Practice) muſt be } * 
_ at leaſt that .which may be commonly ; 
thought,and eſteemed a preſent ſufficient 7 
Well-being, or an enjoyment of it in fome *} * 
ſuch degree and proportion as may ac- ' 
4 .ceptably accommodate the natural teni- | 
A per of a mans innate deſires. 
3 Now if we ſtrictly examine the nature | 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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of all that, which can bepreſum'd to make 
up ſuch'a preſent Well-being, it will be 
found to. conſiſt in the enjoyment of fo 
much Knowledg, Health Plenty,as = 
procurea manſo much Reputation, Friefd- 
. ſhip,Power,Peace,&other ſuch likeaccom- - 
| modations * 
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nion,” an-eaſie and fatisfactory -way: of 
Living. For nothing elſe can otherwiſe 


_ be ſuggeſted; which im; any Sence may 


be called/a-preſent attainable: Happineſs, 
if the concern of . another :State be laid 
aſide. 075 7 | OY 

As [for - the” pretence of a ſufficient 


_ Happineſs in this World, by Yertue's :be- 
ing: her own Reward, the folly and infuf- 


ficiency of it-hath been examined in the 


| Fourth Section of the Second Chapter of 
the; Third Argument. - And then, as to 


the. Pretenſfions of Learning and Con- 


- templation ( as ſome Philoſophers have 
conterided for them ) they alſo have been 
ſufficiently accounted: for in- my Second - 
Argument, Chap. 2.. Sef.r.& 3+. - 


- Now, as to our deſcrib'd._ preſent En- 
joyment of a> well-Being, allowing ſome 
circumſtantial alterations in the opinion 


. of it, according to the different humours 


and inclinations of Mens Minds, though 


the:whole World admire, proclaim, and 


deſire it, as:their chiefeſt Happineſs in 
this mortal-Life, . yet it. is certain, that un 


rs beſt circumſtances, and:molſt deſirable 


ſucceſſes, it could never be deſign'd of 
G'OD (for whatſoever. other ends he 


- might pleaſe toallow it, of which an ace» | 
count -thall be preſently endeavour'd 
| 4 Cc 
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386 © AFutwelWerld's Exoftence tt, |. 
| to: be a Man's natural and-ſufficient' F& 
licity, upon the warranty of theſe Three 
Reafons to/the:contrary. i: 13 
7, 'The'Firſt is, [That if GOD Ab- 
mighty: had-- intended 'it- as Man's. ſuffs | 
cient Happinefs,-He. would cither have 
ſoveraignly given it to every. Man, ne 
ceſfarily/ to enjoy it, or. he. would -have 
put it in every man's power to attain't6 
ſuch a well accommodated State, and - 
way of living at his own choice, and upon 
. his own endeavours for it.” Which. ſo- 
veraign, Donation, or poſlibility of attains 
1 ment, muſt 'be neceſfarily ſuppoſed, in 
- Y whatſoever it is, that is propounded 
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to ſuch an.intelleual Agent as Mans, I t 
for the ſatisfaction of his Rational De | © 
ſires, and the Natural Appetites: of: his | y 
Mind ; or thoſe "qualifications will 'ap- | 
pear to be given him, not only infinite. | 
ly to his own diſadvantage, but to be Þ 
his . perpetual Calamity and Incume | « 
brance. = B- 

A-Deſire, and not to enjoy,.. is upon t 
any account a very uneaſie. State: of | < 
Mind, but ſuch a Defire, without any | 
poſlibility. of Enjoyment, is an intolera» | 1 
ble Oppreſlion, | t 

Now, that every man cannot attain { | 
to the enjoyment of the. ſeveral men. | « 
_tion'd Branches and Conftitutives of 2 I 


pre- 


Pf dn fat by br Evidence 
preſent well-being, by his' owi”eontri 
| - vance;. and:#t this own-choiee And 

then, Can atiy underſtanding "Mirid: bs 
_ Þ inconſiderarely credulons,” as"oiice' td 
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mag's proper, natural, and fuſhcient Hap 


- pines, which, ,wher he moſt eſpecially 


needs it, he cannot have. it,.and- when 
Inlly cncjeayours-for, it he; exanot ul 
ſuredly obtain it, 2 Buit this. Caſe hath 


-been largely accounted for already: 
org, 2. Chap, 1, Sef. 2: : 


2, But then, Secondly, Uporiaflippofal 
that ſome few mien; by ſome extraordi- 
nary concurrent favourable hits of Pro- 
vidence ; ſhould be © ſucceſsful inthe 
World, as to-be-made rare Examples of 
ſuch. a Happy way of Living, with all 
its-mention'd adjunds and -circumſtan- 
& ( which not one of Ten [Thoufand 


ever enjoyed: ) yet it is certain; thateverh 


then, that ſnccelsful Srate, (in wharſvever 
degree it is 'allowed them-) could never 


be deſigned of GOD as their ſufficient 
"Happineſs ( which muſt be ſuppoſed, if 


ho. future World ) becauſe it - could ne- 
ver be found to give their Minds any 


conſtant and ſettled fatisfaction,: when 


they were ſo poſſeſſed of it , but that 
Ce2 the 


he ſolemnly chogſeth, it', and moſt ear- . 
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the-:more, and. the'lo 


- 


intervened {which were; a. modſtroug 


more they could. not //but' diſcover*its 


ſed their 'expecarions' ft" it; before. they 
attained it, yet they alwaies experiment 
rally found the Enjoyment of it to have 
come 1o far beneath a tolerable fatisfa- 
Aion, that it hath often proved little 
better than a baffle and real. diſappoint- 
ment of Mind. And further, it's obſer- 


ſent Felicity, the acceſſion of 'every new 
Acquiſt does alwaies but inflame mens' 
Appetites,- and heighten their expeAa- 
tions of ſome more, newer; and other At- 


mens Thoughts muſt neceſſarily be ſup-: 
poſed-to: be: alwajes wandring up and' 
down, and unweariedly fluQtuating in an 
mfinite Circle, and endleſs Maze ; and 
Reciprocation of Deſires and Uniatisfa- 
ations, Expectations. and Diſappoint-' 

And, the main Reaſon of all this (as 
Seneca well obſcrves) is, Becauſe 


joyed it, though no interruption hadever_ 


Vanity: of Mind'to have'preſim'd ) the 


inſufficiency: to. terminate' their Deſires; I 
And to; what 'degree foover they had rai-' 


ved, that in” the purſuit of ſuch a pre- ' 


there 15 not any thing in the World: 
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tainments :-So that, in that reſpect, ſuch - 
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.. demonſtrated by Rational Evidence. >89 
GD CRROTD EET. Bo 
*hat is enough ; and. that the” higheſt Cupidi- 
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tati nihil 


"Enjoyments are too ſtrait and ag ſatis. Si 


portion'd, For though , perhaps, they, defidera- 


-are not ſo for-mens, preſent ordinary P*2u*<is 


_ fulgene +. 


uſe, yet they will alwaies be found to teff vaſis 


* 


be ſo, for the fatisfaQtion' of the natural + nog 


- deſires of their Minds. "ue - antiquis 


nomini- 


bus artificum, 0c. INN explebis-/inexplebilem animum, - 


non magis quam ullus ſuthcie humor ad ſanandum _eum, cujus ” 


- defiderjum non ex inopia, ſed zffu ardentium viſcerum oritur. 


De Conſ. ad Alb. 


And this is the very Reaſon', Why 


_- many Perſons that enjoy the fulleſt Plen- 
- ty, andin appearance to others, all they 


could with for, yet may be unaccounta- 


5 bly uneafie in' their own Minds, and 
oft 


oftentimes very unbecomingly froward 


-4n their demeanour to others, and even 
© to them, whoſe fidelity, kindneſs and di- 


ligence they have cauſe to applaud and 
love : I fay, all this 15, becauſe their De- 


\ ſires were originally and naturally fitted 


for a bigger, and indeed, for another kind 


' 


of Happineſs, than what this World could 
afford them. | 


And upon this account it is, that Sir _ 
Francis Bacon takes notice; (which he bor- C28'tas 


; Tag namdiy 
rowed from Sexeca) that The. Faſtidious, A 
| feceris, 


mori velle,non tantum fortis,aut miſer,ſedetfam faſtidigſus. EY 2. 
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199 - 4 Futwe Wolld's Exiſtence 


that is, ſuch 95 are Fyr d with any confidg- 8 | 
rable continuance .in their Enjoyments, arg 
as widing to die, aud leque them, as the. 


out, a 
ay that becauſe ( faith he ) they have 
created a, wearineſs of doing the ſame 
thing ſo often over aud over. - It's certain 
therefore, by a moſt neceſſary and rea- 
lonable conſequence, that mens Appe- 
tites are to be fatiated with ſome thin 


that is not here to be found, and there- . 
fore that muſt be future, : and 1n rever-- 
ſion, or-no- where at -all ; which would 


be a Reproach to the CREATOUR's 
Honour, in giving him- ſuch a nature, 


and yet depriving him of a ſuitable a. 


tisfaction. But this hath been more ful- 
ly manag'd, Ar. 2, Chap. x. Set. tr. _ 

ihe Third 'and Laſt Reafon, to ſhew 
the inſufficiency of all the Enjoyments 
with. which a Man can poſſtbly be 


poſſeſſed of as his preſent Happinefs ih - | 


his mortal. State, muſt fall fo* much 
ſhort of anſwering his -natural impor- 


tunate Deſires of being Happy, is, be- 
cauſe they will alwaies be (and he can- 
not but know it, if he conſiders) a poſ-- 


ſeſſion of what's moſt unconſtant arid 
uncertain ; Words that have:from thence 


received their native Sence and Meaning, 


and which are never ſo properly expret- 


" the miſerable that wants them; 
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& | fall. 96 when. they are uſedias Epithites 


and Adjundts of every Temporal Enjoy 
met ; -and therefore; for whichgnothing 
that's call'd 'a' Rational: :Judgment,: can 
have any kind of true -fatisfaction: in 
them. XC " Is HH... 1 M0! 
There-is nothing here ( ſaith Seneca") 


[** Nihil” nan lubricum & 


deceitful, or not unconſtant' i' (jj141,- omii tempeſtate 


as Seaſons ; all things are''\mobilins. . Jatantur omnia, 


: Tofſed up and down in their - & in contrarium tranſeunt, 


& in tanta volutations re» 


-, interchanges, and paſs into” rom, vt ll cuiquam niſi 
p 7 GC « mars: certume. 
' their contraries ; and that ln ae, 


in ſuch unſteady revoluti- *xy 
ons, as that a Man can call nothing Cer- 


 _ tain, . but hisDeath ; Or, as he expreſſeth 


it in another place; The unconſtancy of 


things is fuch, as that ' there is nothing 11.208 
Certain, but what is paſt. ftantia 
r turba- 


gue rerum , nihil nifi qued przteriit, certum eft, /dem. 


Who 1s it that is certain of the con- 
trary , but that Flames to morrow may 
throw him out of his ſtately Houſe or 
Palace, into a deſpicable. Tent or Cot- 
tage ; or, that a Tempeſt may prevent 

' the ſafe arrival of his importing: Trea- 


ſure ; or, that War, Repine, and a ſud- 


den change of Seaſons, may defeat his 
Expectations in his fruitful Fields ; that 
| Cc 4 a ma» | 
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a 'nialignant /Diſtemper may ' empty. his 


Hoiwſe of /his:numerous Poſterity, anda 


Thouſand Accidents may: invade-himin | 


all the circumſtances .of his: welk-being 2 
And: then alfo, he: cannot but know, that 
in deſpight of all his moſt powerful de 
fence; *he:lays every-.day , one-way. or 
ther, .at the tnercy of the malicious, 
and the ſpightful.\ *. o 
Anne ip-: What privilege. can T claim: againſt the 


ſe privi-: | ; | : » "op 
keowm devouring Tyranny of the Covetous, and the 


impetra- ExV10us ( faith- Netrembergius ) ? What. 


rh 0 Pen tp app pay Bappen to" Hf 


avaritia, what to all, Fa] Wes 
IneXora- ' | 


bilibus tyrannis ? Quod  alicui', omnibus contingens eft, quod 


- F o 


omnibus, «mitii-  De- Ars. Yolun, lib. 3. 223. 


| And, if that man may. think: himſelf " 


Happy, or can be cheerful, that. knows 


a Serfant, or an armed Party ſtandsat_ 


his Door, upon deſign to arreſt him ; or 
when he. underſtands, that his Houſe 
ſtands amidſt an' infe&ted' Neighbour- 


hood, ready every monient to ſeize up- | 
on him; then may a man be reaſonably 


pleas'd, and happy, that conſiders, That 


'all his Enjoyments are poſleſſed' with a 


perpetual danger of Change and Uncer- 


tainty. ' I ſay; Where things are thus in- , 


ſecure, What confidering Mind can ſug- 
geſt a Reafon of being -Happy by = 
i h ; ; tne 


4 

: is 's 

at "3& 
L 


' ſed, but what is exempt 
fr om FL car .. No man lzves nifi quod intrepidum. In- * 
but miſerably , where. all ter ſuſpeQa- male vivicurs 
things are ſuſpected, faith © - | 
Sexeca. And fo are all things elſe, but 


SIR"! 
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the greateſt Rafe And ſurely, 
where right Reaſon can give .no Judg- 
ment for it, that Mind cannot be truly 
fatisfied in it. oF 

There is nothing in Natyre truly Bleſ- 


the preſent Favour of GOD, and the 


-Hopes | of being Bleſſed in a better 
'World;\.to him that lives a Vertuous and 
Religious Life. 


Theſe are the Three general Reaſons, 
which. I. have offter'd againſt the-poſſi- 


J- bility of mans being truly : happy by 
..any_ thing that bears an, of an 


outward Well-being, in it's beſt Circum- 


ſtances; and: therefore not likely ;to be 


defign'd of GOD' for Man's choice, as 
ſufficient to anſwer, and determine the 


.created natural Deſires of his Mind af- 


ter his own Happineſs. But the. Sen- 


Bal, hath ſomething to foy againſt all 
I this, which muſt be conſidered 


Non enim beatum eſt, 


= 


Sethi IT ſe 
FP Herefore, this Second Section tells | wil 
£4 us, That the earneſt Pretenders tg Haj 


a preſent poſſible Proſperity , andthe Þ qur 
mighty Admirers of it, will, notwithy tou 
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ſtanding all this, think and fay, That jan 
3 they are not to be turned off from their fl ja 
E, | own ſence of being happy with fuchJ ar 


a dry 'Plaloſophical Lecture as this; Ac 
and that inſtead of being convinced by} ye 
theſe Reaſons, they will with Indigna- J cor 
tion:and Scorn enough, mock at thy | {he 
Divine that. preacheth them, or the Phi: Þ x} 
loſopher: that. diſputes for them ; or .at | rhe 
the Sober and the Meek, the Juſt _ the 
the: Charitable, that, do exemplarily Þ {, 
make 'ufe of them, to the practical Ex» | me 
probration of their Follies. ne» 
Bur then I am. particularly obliged | px 
to take notice, 'That- there be three I £0 
forts of fuch Men, (of which a great Þ te; 
part of Mankind do appear at all times || -. 
to conlift ) who are alwaies more ob- | & 
ſtinately and uncontroulably bent againſt } a; 
theſe, and all other Arguments, how reas-. 
ſonable ſoever, that can be: offered in} 'g 
this cafe: And with theſe Men I am Þ ;; 
willing to treat ' apart, and by them» . e: 
{c]ves in a cloſer Method, . And. 
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+ And the. Firſt: of thoſe Three, are * 
the mighty Men of Wealth, -who in 
Contempt of the former Reaſons (which 
they. can no more anfſiver, ; than be 
wile ) gre refolv'd to think of no other 


Happineſs, but to be perpetually liſting 


numbers to. their Regiment | of \Cred1- 
tours, and catalogueing more Inhabi- 
tants to their 'encrealng Territories, 
that they may. be: proclaimed Rich, and 
admired as Prodigies for their famous 
Acquiſitions. - - For t's generally obſer« 
ved, That Covetouſneſs and - Pride, are 
complicated in the ſame Perſon, and do 
ſhew themſelves in all their Actions, 
where they may be competible. And 


therefore, theſe men will defy the Man, 


that dares prefiime to charge their Rea- 
fon 'with an obligation-of being juſt or 


' merciful, ingenuous or humble ypon'the 
"reaſonable Arguments: of making a ſafe 


Provifion, and an undeferable. Eſtate 
for themſelves, in another, and a bet» 


' ter World. 


©. The next filly Unattendant to the 


former- Reaſans, -is the Man: of Buſtle 


and Ambition, and he wonders that a+ 
ny man ſhould dare , with ſuch Argu- 
ments as theſe, to affront his' humour 


J in the preſent ſenſe of his owa fufficie 
] - Fat Happineſs: And when he. is acgount- 


ing 


396 A Future World's Exiftence || gta 

| ing in a long Liſt, the Names, | Wealth, | Dri 

p p Vertue If his -Anceſtors ; IR #S 
relating ſome inſtances of his own Vs f| alm 

four, & fucceful Atchievements (though |-ther 

it were ( perhaps) but in a Duel for fot 

a vain' Woman, or in Revenge for an 652 

idle Word ) that Man, that ſhall re c 

fuſe to aggrandize his Bravery, and to | pre 

admire. his Happineſs upon fuch preters {| off 

ſions, or inform him of any other ſober | Vc 
inſtances of Honour, and true Fortitude, | i® 

muſt be content for a while, to bear | be 

the Character of an ignoble and deſpt thc 

1 cable Spirit. | EE - 5: 
Þ» The Third of that obſtinate ſort of} 7 
3 Men, is the ſorry Voluptuary , who, a.i 
with Contempt enough ' of the pretens |: 29 
ces. of both the .other, hleſſerh himſelf Y Þ* 
in the opinion | of his own Happineſs, | ©2 
and thinks that there' needs no other to | ©© 
be offered to him for his preſent fatif | V 
faQtion, than to be;rock'd aſleep in ſome |} #9 
ſenſual | Pleaſures; and would fain ime} % 
magine that he enjoys his Being to Purs fi 
poſe and- Happineſs enough, while 'he | 
is gratifying his Senſual Apperites ; and | ? 
then laughs at all thoſe, that- ſhall Y 3 
bring Reaſons to adviſe him to the 'con' | Þ 
5 trary , as a Pack of pitiful empty Fe | £ 
Z | lows, that don't underſtand the Town, } * 
: | Cas they call it) and that don't know 
| | what's. 


a, and 
x &Y 


} deminſtrated by Rational Evitence. 399* 

| what's ay my ng: and 
th, | Drinking, antry, and Love. © 
4 ps =; are the three ſorts of men-that 
7a. B almoſt divide the vain World 'between 
hf them, and that are efpecially preſumed 
gl not to be at leiſure, to attend 'ro the 
an & examination of ſuch general Reaſons, as 
re. | are. alledged: for the unſufficiency of af 
to | preſent enjoyments, or of what 'may be 
an & offered for the happineſs of another 
& 8 World: And therefore, are obſtinately ſer 
de £ to reſiſt all poſſible counſels, that: may” 
ar 8 be given to engage: them-in the- ſerious 
p> & thoughts of it. ; | 

'F . And now, that there may be nothing 
of Y omitted, to. oblige fuch' men: to take! 
10, Y -full account of their own'follies, 1 can- 
nm Y- nor but judge it very -- reaſonable, ' thar 
af Y beſides thoſe three general imperfections; 
$ } to which all.temporal enjoyments are in 
to | common certainly ſubjected, and: as fo 
iC qualified, . are rendred -uncapable- to af-' 
ne & ford any true, happineſs to ſuch a rati- 
1- & anal Creature, as can diſcourſe: its mea-' 
r. & fures ; I ſay, 1 cannot but judge:it both 
;e BY Neceſſary and Charitable, "that! I'may 
d Y make the conviction more compleat and: 
1 BY available; that. beſides thoſe three Argu- 
1" | ments that may-inform their: reaſons in 
l- 8 general, I may. particularly arreſt 'theſe' 
1, | mens ſeveral humours, and miſtaken'fen- 
" | timents 
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former general defailancies) to make's 


ene of them a fair Trial aparrt. 


timents- of their own happineſs, with « | 
proper remonſtrance .apainſt eyery ons | 
of thoſe pretended principal conſtitutives 

of humane proſperity ; proving that eve 
ry one of them have their proper and | 
particular inſufficiences; - (-beſides thoſy | 


Man truly happy. And I ſhall give every 


1. And then, as tothe firſt admir'd Tn 
Nance of humane happineſs, -Wealthz 


oo 


CAO? TEM a ODMR, 2 


tet the foretnentioned men of Money 7&4 
ſeriouſly count and conſider with them | MN 
felves, what it is m its ſelf and proper }. © 
nature;;: and inthe iflae'6f their thoughts ||. 4 
they muſt find, rhatit-is no more, but 'þ 
a ſervant-tortheir natural} neceſſities, and } P: 
at beſt, but an expedient to attain the I" fl 
better coqveniences'! and: decencies of. N. © 
their ſhort: and mortal lives: And then} | tl 
what there js:more than will well ferve || k 
thoſe ordinary ends, (which an indiffe# F 9! 
rent plenty may attam to: with leſs trow- Y 7 
ble, and fewer dangers and fears) muſt I ſl 
in reaſon- be accounted a redundant furs | b 
pluſage.cither to become prey for them, NU-& 


to whoſe truſt and management it js com- I 


mitted, -oxito be thrown over board, ro. 8 


be catch'd up by ther, that perhaps riei- Ki 
ther loy'd: his pevſonz nor deſerved the e] 


advantage. g 


And' | 


| 4 


xX « 


þ gamonngy 


7 


— 


" 


_—_ 


ft hn oh 


. Jemapfrted ly Rim —_— "oe 'Y 
And indeed, ;Whazs-fignifies'e wat; and by 


ns bo fortune, : but noiſe and: trou- 
E when % TH Si Splendour of is 
be conſderately diſcounteq? BY ifthe 


' Owner of it be Good, Yertuous, and Reli- 
| gioulh-qualifi'd, the burden of his Duties 


and Man-is but fo much the more 


encreaſed, and the acquitment of a good 


cience.ſo much-.the more. nice ni 
icult ; and. his temptations to Fol 
bat be infinitely multiply” d. If it be frig, 


7 that [his plenty and greatneſs 'in the 
' World's eye,” may-upon ſeveral accounts 
_ adapt him the better. to afliſt inthe con» 
- duct of publick Government, ,.JIit's true» 
ly affirmed: Bux then where lies the Hap- 
 pinels of it? It is no more 

JF than'to caſe others of thar Magna fervitus oft mag- | 
common burden;*and:for - 2? YÞ- Polhb. Conf. 
' the benefit of thoſe, who 
\ know nat; how to: þe,;ſatisfigd with their 
- QWn goad-: le. is. but to:keep-tame an-un- 
ruly. multitude ;- and; when others may, 

J fleep quietly in their retird privacies, to 

: be awake to watch -over Lydns and Ti- 

. gers from-devouring one-another. For all 

' which, - he muſt -expeCtlictle elſe, but in- 

gratitude ; and perhaps he-may be pay'd 

- tox-all his Cares and Pains, with nothing 

-elſe but Spite and Hatred, the uſual Vul- 


gar Returns, for the moſt careful an 
vigilant Authorities. | But 


his ſurpluſage ' to” a” [Trade - of furth 


Encreaſe, how much,” is he. better, than 


ſome: common Officer, or publek:; 'Res 


ceiver>0f [a-great Revenue; by whichy | 
in time, he" may gain” the repure of be 
ing the commons Caſh? * keeper of” the 
Country, and ſo may. poſſibly be on al | 


hands. addreſſed 'to,.to 36, Money.,...tq 


defray, the Expences of. Fools and; Sos | 
with Simms, which(: perhaps) his eyes 
may' never ſee more-, -but in a little 
Scrole;* or which his' tiext Generation 
may abuſe to maintain. the Charges of 


ſome vain' and filly. way, of living 2 Or 


if the mighty Mag be: ſenſually - diſpes 
ſed;! thar is, if -heexpends his redun:* 
darit furpluſage in” debaucheries, how. 
much will his houſe differ from' a 'cotti-: 
mot Inn and Hoſtage, unleſs it- be, that 
it's ſo much a, greater. one? - And if he 
bath-4 parcel of looſe, People of both. 
Sexes 1n' it,” his. abuſed Plenties may per-}. 
haps procure his Houſe' a more imo | 


but a worſer Name. 


ba ads ws ® 4 
' But'if that Great: *Man-been't p66d ; | 
that 'is, firſt » if his humor 'be'to put. 
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© demonfirated by Rational Evidence. - 
; | {Moved with'the-:ſenee of theſe Vani- 
| -ties:andiInconveniences- thus difcoverd, 
the Ronians .call'd Riches (: Inipedimenta;) 
the . Cumberſome Bag-"'! Omnia ita bona ; quz 4 
gage to a moving: \Ar- ::: ae ape of ro —_ a. 
 my.;  Atd,-:for- which | ajfoites, potenicia_aliaque” 
Reaſon; mariyigreat Phi» /;compluia;, ad: quz generis 
Joſophers-:have: rejected - /pfnan; eb. Fopiires of: 
the: Enjoyment. of that,  fidentar, (cunicividia con- 
which 1s called: Wealth! 1 pjciunture cofhþ «gary Hhary 3 
| and renounc'd the name! neut Taſ nie, "4 
JS of Rick:::\) And © many Sew Lib: ad-Polyb. Conf, * 
Great -Potentates have Þ(s 
_ unladed . theinſelves / of - their - wotld- 
on & 1y Greatnelsi-and Splendor, - ro-enjoy rhe 
mY © caſe and freedom of a/ poor: Monaſtick. ,,; ;..: 
1 Y And laſt of all;; How':canithatibe called in vita 
Or an-Expeaient/:of'a Mans proper Happi- C22) . 
po | neſs, (ſuch as:GOD ſhould: deſign to 72; 
i 4J- anfwer ; -atd ſatisfy. his natural Defires nocr.Cbes 
3 ofbeing' happy): that cannot -in -the **: 
txueſt ſence, i make/ theopoſſeſior- really 
Ef either the more Vertuous, or {the W1t 7. 
'Y fcr:; as the +Philoſopher: argues? And %e#.lib. _ 
he F. thus we haverexamined'the firſt material *** 
th 2. Mortal «preſent reputed-Felicity: 
er-Y i112: Sec {y,-As to:the Man of Honour; 
| Greatneſs: oxiSplendor ,//or 'an ambiti- 
oully defign'd popular reputation: in: the 
07 -* Dd. Wortd, 


bby 
<A 


ES ond 4 NARS > OR 
; 4 Y 
* by £ 
. L ,.-"Þ 
Rf ; 
. ; EY 
Sf 4 4 
; | 4 . 
* 


w 


wy 
—" 
8 


=@ 88 


World, whew the-nature bf -it'is 


bitioully ftrugg 


more really aſhamed of a populsr Cours 


of them. | 


the vylgar Vogue hath not been miſts) 
ken, ( which 1s. very feldom-) yet that 


never Want: a contrivement,. and an. op+ 
partumiry ets 1 i1R 

"Beſides; 'we ſee, that Workdly Honous 
very _ follows _ Vertue ,'.ov 
| any other ' worthy: qualification of Mind; 
XZ but that it purely depends upon Wealth, 
=. by what indivdt-Adts and Azts foever. 
; attaind, and how. unworthilyſoever uſed 
and managed:-/-:- dq En Ip 


that they have ſhunn'd andavoided it; 


ſhip. and Applauſe, than other vain men 
have been concerned: to be diſappointed 


-/.\Buehen,; when it hath happened, that 


FIPS% = <Rhgo vea[prwyk 


acqutrd;Honour mult lay. at the Feet of 
unconſtent Mortals,' and-upon the hazard: 
. of every trivial Miſcarriage, and miſcons þ 
 ſtruction-of ; Aftions ; for: which olicis 
tous Envy (it's certain Atteridant ) will 
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"y Leattied Pitt 
hood without rhe kr Patrimbny ; 
jM Valiant ufdier in . Age and Ra 
a Mart tiobly Bora without a F7 
kits, And” Fae nf d is iy forty Nature of 
the : Nod fogtes ” Conſtitutive 'of 
4 vg pteſerit . Proſperity. | 
| Mi 8s £6 k the Man of 5 ar 
ip X hatiife bf 'it 'Þ& balanc'd- 
confiderats "rid , it Will be founc af 
beſt, bur Wn eetel «to affect the bru- 
fiſh fo mg my; Dink at” i bd i p interjuy 
obj his" fu- 

perzotr "1; prmg Thr if' be ther ict 
[rr more, thai jn diſcoveritif it's 
'Folly - and Vatthy, » Or contro : Its 
' Sucdeſſcs: 
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And if you meaſire duration a 


KibowHt;' ard ins Fruit Ni i hh 264 | 
extinAidn. And if bn tath any opal 
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riods, " moſt deſirable inſtance 
” A” will in time nauſeate, like. eat 
to. a. full Stomack, and become as tire. 
ſome as Labour, and as unapprovable 
-as: what i is old, worn, and Out: of. ay 
' on; And which.is more, there: are.n Q 
Pleaſures., which Religion and Vertue,' 
and-the ſence of another World cant 
account for, but, are generally purchas 
ſed at the choice, of ſo much. unworthy 
nels, .as.to make others miſerable, or a 
leaſt, uneaſy by them.. -_ ... | 
:Therefors, "the. great. Philoſe hes 3 
though he would fain have Gage al 

mM a ſufficient attainable Happineſs in Em 
E. mortal Life, yet found Cauſe of all men, 
þ- to. call | the. Yoluptuaries, 
: Kor ey KOEITA x $007 , the iBarden 0 the, World; ;' 
mw Thy idbyly 46 &. and the Diſeaſe of Max 
het wy adn And Foilleras ad- 
Ariſt. Eth. jb. 3 2. Cap.5.  viſeth' all Wiſe Men. to 
abſtain from them, if 

they 1eſi gn any after- J OY» or : atisfacti 

—Ea? on to , their own. Lives... This. 1s the 
raid Third and Laſt integral part of Many 
Tas d- ſuppoſed preſent Prolperity-- : 


ZT 9G Ute | p 
v& XelgnoHs, F; 6 mihys 6s dur; ovavriy. Ench. Cap 56. 


' And, thus I have ftrictly examined 
the {eyeral Natures, and particular-QuaÞ 


ities. of the three { IEG. Conſtitu; 
_ tives 
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[l of-alt;humane- Proſperity in in '#heir 


| proper frinds3': and! ſerfouſly: weighed 
the Concomitant! Defdes!7 Tus ; 
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thy ſections: of revery"one'10h! them It Par? - 
-nq gular, where the gf a Fi 
us, wre! Stats ave. aid-mbide.'” And now; 
nt | cn yer age. Bars be '{o ridieus 
has Þ louſly/\ credulaus:;; to: believe, 
the I, That ang: xrus "Heppinefs ox edn” refie 
a ' froni-the:Cadourrenct of ſuck! defeStive 
* | Cauſes; orthatis built upvFick incor? 
er, | petent materials, that rhe poſleſſor 
out |} thould applaud-the Enjoyment of ir;-as 
ns | his ſummary and ſifficient Felicity 2 
en, | And then, let {al confideving man- fur- 
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then exerciſed about tlie Afions and . 


Offices that tend to it, they will. be 


found to all purpoſes ſo approveable, as 


try will appear nxeglyl to enliven his 
againſt all Temptations to his 


own own Bay by the, choice of every tri - 
oy ;.20d.. to. heighten his ear» | 

| ne bet in the performance of all ſuch 

| good ations, a5 pa y tend to its 


flin 


And further , Such'a man ſhall not on- 


Iy think well of GOD, "that hat He gave him 


ſuch natural diſpoſitions, of mind, meer- 


ly becauſe they adapt him for thoſe bet- - 


a Enjoyments in future, but alſo forthe 
preſent cale and complaceney » Which he 
ſhall find in the very.;uſe of them tothat 
Great end, by the procemial repaſts of - 
mo 
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maſk! eaſie,. w_ Peron 4 fravi 
Expectation. at 15, UC 2Pious man's 
Deſires will be qualified with ' Content- 


ment, while he is in the way, as well as 
\ be compleatly ſatisfied at his Journeys 
-*end. So that, as' he wonld not refuſe 


the Objects of his religious defires for 
any, pther whatſdever, that can be offes 
red him beſides, fo'he would not ex- 
change the very Comfort and preſent 
Happineſs of thoſe expeRations, for the 


_ real Poſſeſſion of all the Pleaſures and 


ſ{eemin - + r00 omg which this World 
Can 2 
" The D—_ is, Tf theſe Expecionors be 
duly confidered, What can be alledged 
te juſtifie the Iraft unkind Thought or 
Opinion of GAQD's Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, 'in putting Man's nature”ioto ſuch 
an order, or: that\ He implanted in him 
ſuch. a Diſpoſition z When it appears, 
that. it is fo dabſervient for, and fo fuita- 
Y to, his Chiefeſt Good ; that is, that 
is ſo fitted for the uſe of all the me- 

Gods of attaining it here, . and that it 
Sajon him” ſo adequately capacitated, 
far the better reception of it hereafter. 

A faint Deſire would not have encou- 
rabed {o great-an Engagement, nor have 
been. receptive' of {o mighty an Object. 
Ani this folves w Firſt Doubt which 


CON- 


A Future World's Exiſtence 


concerned GOD, as Creator : About | 


which ſomething hath been offered in 
my Second Argument. 


_ —_— 


At. 
— _— 


Seftion 4 


'N this Section it will appear , That 
the ſuppoſal of that State will alfo 
ſolve all thoſe- Exceptions, (which we 
have already diſcours'd) that are fo ecar- 
neſtly managed againſt the forementio- 
ned Enjoyments of Wealth, Honour, and 


Pleaſure, and all other the AccoOmmoda- - 
tions which God hath ſet mman's view, 


for his preſent entertainment. - 


All which, as they will then be be 
lieved in themſelves to be Ordinations of . 


GOD's Great Wiſdom, -to preſerve Man- 
kind in [their general order and well-be- 


ing, during their mortal Lives; ſoa Good |. 
man will as cafily find Reaſons toaccount | 


them the effects of his Love; and conſi- 


derable Arguments of His Favour to him, 


whenſoever he is poſſeſſed of them. 

And then, the Outcries that are rai- 
{cd by Philoſophers, Poets, and ſome. 
contemplative Perſons againſt them, and 
the ordinary clamours' of idle mens 'ex- 
perimental diffatisfactions by them, 


( whereby oftentimes, unkind RefleQions . 


. ars 


o ; We 
cc a4 aA wm A £2 = 9 
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| demonſtiated by Rational: Evidence q2g © 
- in his ordumey diſpenſations- of them ) WO 
+, will be found to ariſe from no other 


cauſe, but; from their, not believing, or 
not ſufficiently conſidering-the certainty 
of a Future State and Happineſs, ( for 
whoſe Intereſt they may be improved ) 
to determine their higher deſires - and 


bi appetites. 


For, all thoſe. Exceptions and Com- 


| Plaints would then appear to.-take their 


Original from mens promiſing and en- 
deayouring to make thoſe. preſent En- 
joyments their principal:End;; and ſum- 


' mary Felicity: (which God did'never in- 


tend they ſhould, for the Reafons already 
gee) and. then Trp they.came | 
ort of their expected -latisfaQtions, have 


"| rendered them obnoxious; to, ſuch unde- 
F . cent accounts-and repreſentations. 


Had they believed, and:made (as in 
®aſon they ought to have done) the 
Bliſs of a Future World their  Chiefeſt 
end, and propoſed it to theinſelves,: as 
their Supreme Happineſs, and. then had 


looked upon thoſe outward , Temporary 


Enjoy mients, ;to-be deſired; and. uſed in 
a manner, and with. a value anſwerable 
to their kind; and no -more ;; that-is,.to 


| * ſerve. their natural preſent needs, and for 
_ - the conveniences. and decencies-of their , 


Mor- 


at God's\Hand with Thankfulnels , und 
polfelhe then with'eaſe / and- Cotirenc. 


And - then alt | their Complaitics' of 


their uncertamty, tranſitncy, and ubſuf. 


ficiency, to make men compleatly Hap 


py; would {bot have bewn'tonfuted by 


fuck 4 Vertous ard Religions Mind; 4 
15 reſolved on thegreater airs, and that | 


tiath- entertair'd -rhe: nobleſt : deſigns: 6f 


attaining the' Blis of 's Future: Stars : - 


To which he-knows, that all the Enjoy- 
mens of 'this ifs may Cone way of 
other )-1bs made 6 ably ſubſers 
vienty 'notwithitiading vtweir proclaim'd 
and'adjadg diimperfettions; - :/ SY 


Upon:whidt: accon! when 2 Good | 


mat one underſtands they were chitf] 

giveh him, andithen ondeave only16 
uſe then forithat end, he will foon bedas 
tied” with 'thejr .cnjoyrent in every 
different: egree,  agd: muſt | approve 
GODs Wiſdom /and: Goodne in ima- 
king them, as-they ave;-1( whitht they 
ferve-rhole purpoſes theObjets'of His 
preſent Care,” Befire; ard Uſage: © ! 
- It is .rhvns efteeming;'. chem roo muck 
their Happineſs, that nakes thom found 


to 


NE (it 
ed: them 
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| viderfivod whit AieSltet uf 


She Ultle; 0nd" their -ufitfg them 
: ukertHily , tat -rivikes chenk none at 
all;”" , ; 
And Net RAT nets--hairs tha: 
| died'r Os I Nature, 


- atiq'as they had hae Ne theif proper 


F _—_ | 

--un6 bent | ency to com- 
Hicks mens preſent. ſatisfaQions in them, 
were but th riccefary” and natufal dif: 


|| poſitions; and ibfſepirable hip of all 


_ earthly Enjoyments"; then would 

. lavefaboured: for, Feckived, and relyed 

 upbri thEm'bat as filth, They bad never 
tion,or 


p6intmernt kid mica”; rior'ever had 
Dorn reſt #tocinake ſuch pafſio- 
i rey fo much 
E Incottipara- 
ws Mer ot Pliſitre "and 


5 Pew Have beet; no more 
Wwithithem, becauſe they found 


ry with Hoffes or 

# Hoyle THEY | are ſpeak to them, 

ot eat keep their xccounts, of will not 

HNANWates, 'as well as be at Fen in- 

CE, to their pleafire or profit in 
Kifids. | 


Nor 
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. Nor would: they. have | thought. the- 
worſe of their. Money, that GOD. gaye. 


F 
# 374% 


them as a Bleſſing, for many good pur- 


poſes of. Life, - becauſe. it could not fur- 
niſh their minds, diretly . with know- 
ledge. and diſcretion.,. nor . ſecure their - 
ies from Diſeaſes, and Torments ,: or. 
that. it could not. be. its. own. defence . 


againſt Loſs and Cheats, or that it would 
not be.a,conſtant Poſleflion, when rhem- 


ſelves threw it away, to ſerve their Pride, 


Folly, and Senſualities: ... * 


Hence it is,that when the filly Worldling 


is plaguing himſelf with his inſatiate De- 


fires of graſping. more than will proper- 
ly FE Ons py: conveniences. and 
is unkindly crucifying his Mind, becauſe 
of this or that dilappointment of greater 
improyements ; - or for the news of-ſome 
unlucky pulcarrmgo to his Aﬀairs:: The 
eaſie Soul of. him that hath fix'd his..de- 


: 


 {ign and hopes upon. a, future Happineſs, 


( when ſuch things happen to him) is 


as unconcern'd as 2. common SpeQator... 
And - when. the. uncertain turns. and 


1«.%4 
> "3 
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croſs contingences of the World, .do keep” | 


the Good man down to a lower Fortune, 
he is fa far from finding Reaſons to mur- 
mur-or* complain, -that he can.frame Ar- 
guments in his own mind, by which he 
can repreſent his preſent ——_ to 

1the 
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| demonſtrated by Rational Evidence, 4.55 


« 8 dim, wvliatfoever it-is; with the ſame 
 Ebhtenitment and !fatifacion!, as if-It 


” OI mr 
PE 1505), & 4. 


wete theoifue of his own>choice,and as 


- if: he: hat carved it out-for: himſelf, -by 


the Rules of his: own rand other © mens 


 moſtdeliberateCounſels.: 


_ 'c\And hens; if 'at anytime this Good 


man hath reaſonto foreſee any approach- 


 ing.dangers, to diſturb-his preſent order, 


| heopreſently | atones | his fears with his 


- greater hopes {And if thofe: dangers do 


really come to pals, it is but treating, 


' hismind- with more lively apprehenſions, 
 and\his advancing the::expeRtations of 


- kis'future Bliſsto/a- higher pitch, and 


_ Immediately'he/is difcharg'd of the affli- 


tive ſenſe: of all thoſe (interruptions of 


his preſent'quier;' whatſoever they be: 


So that'he that hath once eſpouſed the 
defigns;of; and; fix'd '.his hopes upon the. 
Happineſs of:a furure State;.will be ſo 


. far from permitting-:himſelf tro murmur: 


ori complain; that he wilt alwaies ' be 


| ſons to think; that the nature (ſuch'as it 
18). of all the 'outward Enjoyments. of 


this Life, is moſt approvable', and :that 
the manner of their ' diſpenſation -1s to 
the-beſt purpoſes, for his preſent and 


| future:Good and Happineſs: 
4 *Oft ;* | | 


T1 : And 


434 A Fitirn Weld Exiſtence. _ 
And then allo he: may.! find Ren: 


ſons to believe, that 'the- Great G 
will one. _day-convince the: World, 
His Wifdom':and' GoadneG- did in | ng 
part of His Creation, ad of -His cons» 


__ _—_— Padbegns Appeat-more 
illuſtrious; d : woe oF for, 


the good of Mankind, t by Hig 
ordination,: thoſe their preſent Enjoy 
ments ſhould paſs in the fame iunconſtant 
and ——_—— order, . .as they ordina- 

- rily do. 
And that all vainimen will, one dey: 


be forc'd 'to acknowledge. to-their own 


ſhame, how many. advant; pw had 


received and rejected, by t wed 
Enjoyments| - univerſal inſuſſciency to. 
give them full content to have in 


time attended. to . better | Counſels for 
their own good, and to have relied up- 
on more: certain Hopes and Bleſſings, 
for their own happineſs and ſatisfaction. 
And, Laſtly, /That all Good men), to 


; G O D's everlaſting Glory, ſhall proclaim | 


to all the World, that had they not 
been convinced by the many pe Sts 
and unſatisfactions in theix [Temporal : 
Enjoyments of their certainVanity ; and: 
that they had found no reafon toexpedt 
any compleat - HappineG- from them, . 
quy had —_—_ loved nor valued, Ker 
pe 
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*Bleflings of another World, as they ought 
'to have 'done : but might have lived and 
dyed in their own folly, and in the 
loſs of thoſe incomparable Proviſions 
for their future Bliſs and Happineſs. 
.. And this concludes the' Second Settion. 


—— 


__ 
—t_—_ 


Sefion ITI. 


' TI'N this Seftion , I ſhall plainly repre- 
| = fent, That thoſe men who have really 
eſpouſed the Intereſt of that State, and 

. that do aQually apply themſelyes to 


| thoſe methods that are deſigned of God: 


. for its attainment, ſhall not only be 
able to poſſeſs thoſe Temporal Bleſſings 
contentedly and thankfully, and bear all 
_ their natural inconveniences and inſuf- 
 ficiences ;-patiently and' cheerfully, but 
| my ſhall alſo enjoy a very real Happi= 
- neſs from every part of them, in their 
own kinds, and that in fuch a degree 

of perception ( though inferiour to theip 

, advanc'd expeQations of a future Bliſs ) 
as other men” could never be affeQed 
with, that had enjoyed them in their 
largeſt accommodations, with deſigns ta 


{et their minds upon them, as their prig- 
Ff 2 And 


_ cipal Felicity. 
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"And this will eaſily be acknowledg: 
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) ray<0 fer yora, re oecrv knows it S {o. ualified, as 


Plat, Sepb-Sapicn. Þ 159 3 05 ould Faye a Rich 


ed, by examining again the ſeveral men 
tioned conſlitutives and parts of all pre- 
ſent humane, Proſperity.- ,... _ --; 

'Firſt, As to Wealth, ( fo far as a Good 
man .s furniſhed with it ) ,when thereby 
he finds himſelf enabled to do goad 
with it; that is, to ſupport the neceſſi- 
ties and decencies of his own Life, and 
n a tolerable manner to provide for thoſe 
that depend upon him, and can-ſpare any 
Portions of it [for the relief of others, it 


will make him ſenſible of the, Happineſs 


of being Rich, and ſhall admit his mind 


to a mighty, contentment . in, his own 


Plenties, whatſpever they. are, ſuch as 


no .man can enjoy, when they, are mad ' 


in{trumental ofSplendour,Greatneſs, and 


into his fige Habitation 


man's Houſe that is, Becauſe there is 
nothing in it that 1s unjuſt 


: poten, or 
kept with Fear , or ſpent with Repen- 
tance. os. Bo 


in. the very enjoyment of. his Plentics; 
1s he may alfo ſolace himſelf with, the 
faireſt hopes of thewr Conſtancy, _ al- 

| OW 


# 
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Pleaſure : He. ſhall, go 


And, as he may thus refreſh himſelf 
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Jow himſelf the moſt. reaſonable - ex- - 
| pedations of their Encreaſe, that can be 
| given. ' No:man' is truly Rich, but he 
© Þ that is Good and Vertuous. 

| And, Secondly, as to Honour , ' It will 
Ad | in deſpight of all his neglects of it, be a 
Y | certain conſequence and reſult of. his 
2d | Vertuous and Religious Actions, incom- 


g parably above all that can be attain'd to, 
. by the moſt ambitious purſuits of it on 


| all other accounts. For he that governs 
) B his actions exactly by the conduct of 
* JF: that Religion, which ſecures his Future. ; 
7 | Happineſs, cannot, muſt: not, but alwaies & 
| do that which is civil and truly worthy, 
and - in ſome reſpe&s;, that which- is. 
greatly brave and noble ; and that, upon 
the moſt generous occaſions (when there 
+1s need) for the preſervation of his KING 

-and Country. -His Principle obligeth 

| him to do ſo, beyond all the advantages 
- of Birth and Breeding, where the Con- 

cerns of another World are not conſide» 

_ 

- Then, as to the Zaff general reputed 

Conſtitutive of humane Proſperity, Plea- 

' fare; No man knows what's truly ſuch, 
* but the Vertuous, and the Innocent , and 
\- he that lives in the hopes of a future 
' * Bliſs; he only ſweetly and ſerenely en- 
joys it, when the pretended Valuptuary 
| Ff 3 ſhall 


az8 OA Future World's Exiſtete 
- ſhall not polles the leaſt ſhadow'of true 


fatisfaction from his ſordid Senſintities, 


It is the Temperate that enjoys the true . 
[pr of his Meals, and the refreſhs 


nent of at undiſturbed ſleep ; arid that 
can methodically delight in making an 
orderly diſtintion of the Night and 
Day, for the ends they were naturally 
intended : He drinks Waters out of his 
own Ciſtern, and his chaſte Bed is full of 
ſweet Love,;that bounds his Deſires to his 
own fatisfaction. And if at any tire, 
his want of Health or Plenty, or the 
troubleſome Scene of publick Aﬀairs, 


ſhall interrupr the delight he might. 


. have taken in his honeſt Enjoyments, 
his Religion can raiſe his mind to q plea- 


fore that is intelleQual ; he hath thar in 


reſerve, by which he can take [ſuch a a- 
_ tisfaftion in his Hopes, that in the midſt 
of all his natural ſorrows and faddeft 


circumſtances, he. can contentedly ſmile 


upon the expetted ObjeAs of his future 
Happineſs. gt 
Now, from what I have -been able 
thus to ſay in the inſtant caſe, we are 
in Reaſon as well as Duty, prepated 'to 
admire the. Mercy of God, andthe Wi- 
dom of His Goodneſs, that He hath in 
His Gracious Care ſo fully provided for 
Man's univerſal Happineſs both w_ and. 
| Ere= 
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hereafter. And rhis was the Defign and 


Reaſon of our Saviour's Proniife , when Matt. 6. 
He aſſured all thoſe that wonld ſeek the 33* 


Kingdom: of GOD, and His Righteoul- 
nels; that is, that ſhould direct their na- 


ural Deſires of being Happy to the BleF 
Fetineſs of another World, and:then ſhould 


alwaies endeavour to perſiſt in that re- 
lgious way of living, that tends to it, all 


thoſe things, that is, 'all that concerns 
their prefent' Happineſs in - this World, 
' thall be alſo added to them in the Sence 


that I have repreſented it. 
' Thus we' may be ſatisfied, that all 


«that's call'd humane Proſperity in every 
-part of it, was not given and allowed to 


Mankind in this World in vain : It is only 


theEviland the Inconſiderate that makes 


it ſo. ; but Good men may, and do com- 


- monly enjoy it to as many purpoſes of 
Happineſs, as themſelves would deſire 


and wiſh for, with reſpe& to that of 


* another World. And they are not con- 
| Gefned in the Three former Arguments, 
. to prove the inſufficiency of all preſent 
: Enjoyments for Man's ſummary. Felici- 
ty; 1t was that they never aimed at; 


and in that they were never difappoin- 


: ted; ſo it's evident, that notwithſtand- 
\ Ing their imperfeQions, though they could 
not make them Yd Happy , yer 


Ft 4 . they 
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they might, in other reſpedts ,” make | 

* them really -ſo in their kinds in this || 

reſent Taker v/ lll ft to ng Ho Hom iff net, 

And thus 1 have got over. the "Third | 
part of my intended deſign, by which it 
may demonſtrably appeat,” that the ac- 
knowledged Exiſtence and Belief of a fi= |} \ 
ture State, doth throughly ſolve all Ob- - 
jections againſt G O D, for giving Man 
naturally ſuch an impatient inclination 
and deſireof -Happinels, and againſt all 

- preſent Enjoyments, becauſe their Im- | 
perfettions might render therr; uncapa- 
ble of making Man compleatly Happy 
in this World, fr Dk | 
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it N® IF the Concluſion i, becauſe GO D 
>= hath made no other Provifions in 
- = \this mortal. State, to gzve ſatisfattion to 
> | Mar'Snatural. Defires and - Appetites of 
n | Geing Happy, but ſuch as are ſubjet to 
n |. ſuch imperfettions , it neceſſarily follows, 
it that there muſt be ſuch a Future State 


- = 3n real Exiſtence, the ſufficiency and im- 
- | mutability of whoſe Bliſs and Happineſs, 
y | ſhould fully anſwer Man's natural Defires 
| and Appetites, and became a Bleſſing ſuita- 
He aud proportionable to all the lofty Ca- 
 pacities of his being a Rational Creature. 
. ., And if all. this were not to be confidered 
as infinitely. True, but that Man's Being 
- here were defigned. to be concluded within 
'. the ſhort ſpan and inconfiderable ſpace f 
- 'Time, ( far exceeded þy many YVegetab 
: | and. ſenſible Creatures ) between his Birth 
b | and Death, . and that nothing elſe had been 
| provided for him, to anſwer the earneſt- 
; . | neſs of his. natural Defire and Appetite of 
' NF being Happy, but what is bere offered to 
| bis preſent view and poſſeſſion ; it were nat 
. -Z00 ſevere to think and ſay, that Mankind 
- Leſpectally -as to the far greateſt part of 
 #) would ſeem to have lived here, to a 
very 
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very little better purpoſe , than to be al- 
wazes baffling themſelves with the. fair Pro- 
miſes, ade he deluded Hopes of ſomething. 
that they could never arrive at , and of a 
Happineſs that hath alwiies fled from thew | 
pon their neareſt approaches to it , and 
that a great part rd the humane World 
were never like to be much happier, thin 
one that is continually toefſed up and down 
with the reciprocations of Fears and Flvpes, - 
Expeltances and 'Diſappointmients : Or, 'tu 
be reſembled by an Hydrgpick Perſox's con- 
dition, who 3s alwaies drinking , ani yet 
alwaies thirſty , Burnt and drown d it 
ONCE. | 

Every vther 'Creature, without Senſe b-4 | | 
any tefett or Aifappointment, neceſſarily ut- . 
tains its end: * The Brute Animals are 
fatisfied" (according to the capicityof ther | 
faculties) with what they are, and whitt * 
they have © Only poor Man (upon a ſupo« 
fal that there is no Future State) "muſt 
paſs . away his _ in dragging abort ' 
Mill of conſtant Toil, to ſerve his wathiyh 
Nees, ani{ to bealwaies a Drudge to is 
inferiour Appetites ; and then being wes- 
ried with a'few Annual Cirdlings of Care 
and Labour through the time of {of ſtrength * 
and vigour, muſt at laſt, in his Age, "be 
teft to languiſh under the Unhappy ap- 
prehenfions of the fruſtration of all be ſough 
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Pr, and- for the little purpaoſes,' forwhirh / I 
| be had. ever been reckoned wnovg," the 
'- How reaſonable then is the Sacred Re- 
| velation ! a>d, Flow mich doth it approve = 
or Jeff zo be Trueb,, when # declares amd 
tenders ſuch a Future State of 'Flappmeeſs, 
as may fully anſwer all the Recfons of 
Man's Creation, and that can only be ade- 
quate” and adapted to his Mind: natural 
. frame and inclinations ? 
; Had Man's real Happineſs and com- 
> BK pleat ſatisfation been attainable from an 
 . Enjoyment here, (which GOD wiſely v4 
fenced 7t never ſhould) all the ſuſpicions 
t BU that the Modern Atheift can alledge, might 
8 with ſome Fuſtice be objefted againſt the 
' Scriptures incomparable Mani ofations of 
- # GOD's Bleſſing to Good Men in anether 
Þ World. S&T [: W---* + 
; But ſince it appears by all Experiences 
| = and univerſal Agreement, that the contra 
| is True, I cannot conjefture whence the te 
' | nial and disbelief of a Future State, or 
| the unaccountable neglett of it, by them that 
do believe it, ſhould gain ſo many Pro- 
. ſelites, except 'it be found among {ach as 
| are reſolved to live and die like Fools, 
that is,» with a brutiſh inconfideration of 
' any thing that is beyond the preſent ſur- 
- vey of their Senſes ; or among ſuch, who 
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444 The Concluſion, _ 
' deſperately-' purpoſtng 'to- Ive debauched 
Caves, 2s OnoE. avoid the” Reproach 
of being the moſt Irrational Creatures . in 
the \World, but: by endeavouring. to-heftor 
.gdows the. Belief, or at leaſt the Concern of | 
'a. Future State, antl the' dreadful Thoughts 
of a_ Follawving Account... + 


? 


